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Dick v. Fletcher. 

St^Bmy Aky since the ccHmneooement of the 
preseoit SeMions^ the Court haa been thronged 
by per6on» anxious to be present at the 
hearing of this important case. It was ex- 
pected to be one of the first tba* would 
come on for trial ; but bM been put off fropn 
time to time^ on various dilatory pleas put in 
by the defendant* It beings at lengtb,.gtne- 
rally understood that the hearing would take 
place this day, the Court was crowded to ex- 
cess, by persons of both sexes, of all I'anks and 
classes, and from all parts of the kingdoiq. 
One primitive-looking old man, it) a plaid 
dress, who was very strenuous and noisy in his 
efforts to secure a good seat for himself, said 

* The Defence or '' Appeal" was not pttUitolied till rerj late fn 
the year. 

a 



he bad ^'cum a' the way fraethe brig o' Teeth, 
to hear what they had to say to his auld frien* 
Sandy;" and two very tall and gaunt ladies, 
in yellow bonnets, who sat in the front of the 
gallery, were said to be the Miss M— — — s, 
of Glasgow, who had come up on purpose to 
buy snuff and witness the putting of the gay 
and Reverend deceiver to shame. 

Mr. Phillips, Mr. Chitty, andMr. Law, ap- 
peared as counsel for the prosecution ; Mr. 
Scarlett and Mr. Campbell for the defendaiil;. 

I The Lord Chief Justice took his seat on 
the bench precisely (reporters cannot be too 
precise in these particulars) at eleven minutes 
and a half past nine o'clock* 

At this moment a great confusion was oc- 
casioned, in the body of the Court, by a tall, 
raw-boned, yellow haired, vulgs^r-Jopking man, 
in the dress, apparently, of a horse-jockey, 
insisting that he had a rightto a seat within 
the bar, which nobody, bowewr, seemed dis- 
posed to admit. 
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;' OtfiEt Ju9TZCE.-^Who^S'that mail ? ' 

Mr. Common Sjbrgeant. — Mr. Joseph 
Wilfred Parkins, my Lord, who was, two or 
three years ago, one of the Sherilfe of London 
ahd Middlesex, and who claims a privilege^ 
usually conceded to sdl Ex-SherifFs, oj[ sitting 
within the bar^ . 

Mr. ScABLBTT.— I know not, my Lord, 
wVat Mr. Joseph Wilfred Parkins' privileges 
may be in other Courts; but it is a matter of 
doubt, with me, whether he has any right to 
be her^ at all. . . . : 

Chief Justice. — Oh! certainly none ; this 
is a Court of Common Sense. Officers, turn 
him out. 

Mr. CdUNSBLLOE FRfeNCH rosc, as if to 
interpose a few words in behalf of the XXXX 
Sheriff; but on a friend whispering in his ear, 
that he had better be quiet, least his own title 
to be present might be called in question, he 
sat down again. 
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Mr. .pA.RKiKd was theti removedi vi et vr- 
mis, out of Court, and order restored. 

The tiames of the Special Juiymen, mm^ 
gOitf^ed fbr the trial nf this case, were then 
j^led oyer ; and after an unusual n\mil)er of 
pelretnptory Exceptions had been taken, diiefly 
by the counsel for the prosecution, (to Colonel 
Berkely, Lord William Lennox, Mr. Calcraft, 
M4 F*> B.nd Joseph' Hayne, Esq;, among 
.lytheirs) the following Qefitlemen were sworn 
in '5-*-' • • • « . • 



Sir Walteh Sco-rt, Bart. 
Sir Wm. Curtis, Bart. M. P. 
SIfJas. Mackintosh, Kt.M. p. 
Sir Jas. AsEBCuqMBT, IVI. P. 
J. W. Crokeh, fisq. M. P. 
£ito<MAK FiNtAY, Esq. 



Tflofe. Caicpbcll, £!sq« 
Thos. MboES, Esq. 
Samuel Rogers, Esq. 
John Galt, Esq. 
Wte. Blackwood, Esq« 
James Bltt^Bj Esq* 



The Jury being asked who they made 
choice of for their foreman, answered, with 
one voice/ * ^Sir Walter Scott.'' 



Qase for the Prosecution.^ 

Mn Law stated that this was an indict- 
ment at the instance of Miss Eliza Dick, 



datighter of the R6v. Dr. Dicky df Qld^W^ 
against the Rev. Alexahder Fletcher^ some 
time Minister of Albion 0hilpel^' Loudon. 
It consisted of three countsu The^first relftiedy 
iThftt Whei^d the defendant^ not hftylng the 
felir of pid)lte #pinioii befot^ hitn^, iUidfe^iii^ 
moved and- instigated by the devil, did, sbmti 
time or other in the years 1822 attd 1823> 
and again, some time or other in the year* 
1822 or 1823i bylooks, words, sighs, groans, 
letters^ vows^ protestations^ genuflectibns, 
sweetmeats, &C; &c. &c-, or by some or other 
of all those means, make love to, and capti- 
vate, the heart of the said Eli«a Dick, and 
that he did thereupon, at each of the lairfies 
aforesaid, promise and engage, bind and 
oblige himself^ to take the said Eliza Dick, 
to be his wedded wife, for better and for worse^ 
ftc. ; bub that the defendant had, iu both of 
the said instances, brokea his promise and 
engagement to the said Eliza Dick, whereby 
she had suffered serious loss,'damage> ice. Sec. 
The second count, after relating as abovey 
charged the defendant, furthermore, with 
having moved and instigated as aforesaid, 
falsely, wrongfully, and maliciously said, to 
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sundry persons irt and abont the city of Lon^ 
doni and dsewhere^ that it was the said Eliza 
Dick who, in thfe years 1822 or 1823, did, by 
Idoks, words, sighs, &c., or by some or other 
of all the^e means, make loye to the said 
Alexander Fletcher, &c. &c., and that, in 
both the instances aforesaid, it was the fault 
of the said Eliza Dick^ and not of the said 
Alexander Fletcher, that the marriage agreed 
to be solemnized between the parties, did not 
take place ; by all which, the said Eliza Dick 
had been niuch scandalized in her reputation, 
and had suffered serious loss, damage, &c. 
The third and last count, after relating as in 
the first count, stated that the defendant, 
moved and instigated as aforesaid, had made 
use of sundry shifts, shufflings, artifices, sub- 
terfuges, fictions, fabrications, &c. &c., to 
excuse, palliate, extenuate, justify, &c. hiff 
said breaches of promise ; by, all which, the 
said Eliza Dick had been deceived, deluded, 
befooled, &c., to her great hurt, prejudice, 
damage, &c. &c. 

Mr. Philleps^^ then rose to address the 
Jury. 



My Lord, and Gentlemen of the Jurt, 

The case which, by the kind concession of my 
much more efficient colleagues, I am instructed 
now to lay before you, is one of so extraordinary a 
nature, that I wonder not at the great interest 
which it seems to have excited. It is one of those 
cases which is not limited to the individuals imme- 
diately concerned ; it speaks to the feelings of every 
circle of society from the highest to the lowest ; it 
alarms the very heart of the community, and com- 
mands the whole social family to the spot where in- 
sulted beauty, prostrate at your bar, calls aloud for 
pity and protection. Nominally, Gentlemen, you 
are empannelled to repair a private wrong, and a 
wrong which is of as deadly a nature as human 
wickedness can inflict; a wrong which annihilates 
the hope of the parent, and the happiness of the 
child; which in one moment blights the fondest 
anticipations of the heart, and casts a death-like 
coldness on '' the hearth within our bowers." But> 
in reality. Gentlemen, you have to do much more ; 
you are to say by your verdict, whether an example 
of such transcendant turpitude as that which I shall 
unfold to you is to stalk forth for public imitation ; 
or to be branded with the scorn and reprobation 
which it merits. It is not only individual and 
family happiness most wantonly wounded, but. 



fearlessly iavite them to contemplate that state 
f>£ matters in all its consequences. I would ask 
them, to shew me a people among whom breaches 
of promise of marriage are less frequent, or the 
fieduction of female innocence a crime of such 
jrare occurrence. I would boldly challenge them 
to point me out the land where beauty enjoys 
juore of that reverential homage, which is her 
birthright; where loveliness is more habitually 
^lied to virtue, without which, all else is fleet- 
ing and perfidious ; where, constancy to the obli* 
gations of lover, husband, and wife, is more firmly 
-domesticated ; where passion is kept more sternly 
under the guidance of honour and morality ; where 
woman, in short, is more invulnerable in her chaste 
^and charmed helplessness. 

Nor is the reason for all this, Gentlemen, so 
^difficult of comprehension as those may imagine, 
with whom modes and ceremonies are every thing, 
:and truth and honour but empty names. The 
superior consequence which our northern neigh- 
bours so wisely attach to all promises of marriage, 
V however secret, and the simplicity of the means 
by which an indissoluble connexion may be found- 
ed upon them, teach their young men to be cir- 
cumspect in their advances to the fair sex ; to 
proffer no declarations of attachment but what 
spring from the heart, and are rooted there 
beyond the power of change ; to sport no vows 



in the sight of God, which they are not prepared 
to fulfil in the sight of men. They teach the 
Caledonian fair too, how they may, at all times, and 
under all possible circumstances, appreciate and test . 
the sincerity of the professions which are addressed 
to them; they take away from seduction its pre-*^ 
tence, from lovers' perjuries their impunity; by 
removing all obstacles to the lawful consummation 
of a virtuous attachment, they interpose such an: 
obstacle to the triumphs of lawless desire, as can 
only be surmounted where corrupt inclination plays' 
the pander to voluntary degradation. 

Such, Gentlemen, is the country where this* 
defendant drew his first breath ; such the estim- 
able habits and customs of the people among whom 
he grew up to manhood, and which must neces- 
sarily have had a principal share in forming his 
views, of what is right and wrong, in the various 
rielations of life. He comes from a land, not merely 
unrivalled in intelligence and morals, but where a 
promise of marriage is invested with an importance 
and sacredness, far beyond what are attached to 
it in this, or perhaps, any other country in the 
world. And yet, Gentlemen, it is for the very vio- 
lation of such a promise — nay, one breach of pro- 
mise after another — attended, too, with circum- 
stances of the most cruel aggravation ; with hope 
protracted, as long as Ilion's woes ; with deception 
and duplicity, as to the causes of the rupture; 



with slaader and defivnation of die unfortHnatef 
victim of hi&pecfidy, aiwi of that victim's friends^—* 
lliat thisdefendantstands now accused. la any man^ 
he his nativity or his education what it may, such 
eonduct would be base ; but in a Scotsman— I need 
not say an educated Scotsman, for they are all 
educated — I hold it to be doubly criminal. Tis 
not only truth, honour, morality and justice, but 
j^ these, as they exist in Scotland, in a state 
more akin to perfection than any where else, which 
-cry out for vengeance on the offender. 

But, Gentlemen, there is yet a more aggravating 
circumstance which distinguishes the case of the 
present defendant. To other characteristics, but 
too little in unison with the very serious ofience 
of which he stands accused, he adds, that of being 
-y-a minister of the gospel — of that gospel, which, 
Ijefore all other good works, inculcates the neces- 
sity of discharging our duty towards our neigh- 
bour. Not simply a disciple. Gentlemen^ but a 
leader of disciples ; one whose own practice should 
bQ a brilliant exemplification of the doctrines 
which he teaches, who should be as a shining 
light — a pillar of fire — to direct the steps of other 
men in their pilgrimage through this world of 
darkness and siu. Nay, more. Gentlemen, the 
defendant is a minister of what in Scotland is 
called the Secession Church — a church, the mem« 
h&s of which pride themselves on being of a far 



purer faith and practice thau those of the estar 
•blished or any other church, and whose very scr 
cession, as I am informed, krose out of oertain conr 
scientious and highly honourable scruples about 
professing what they did not believe, and promising 
what they could notperform. Heav^enforbid! Gen- 
tlemen, that I should in this, or any case, endea^ 
vour to excite an intolerant or illiberal fieeling. 
For my own part, I care not for any shadowy and 
unsubstantial diflFerences either as to tenets of faith 
or forms of worship; I respect a minister of the 
gospel equally whether he be clothed in plaid or ia 
purple, whether he wears a mitre in the van of the 
ascendancy, or journeys like the Apostles without 
either *' scrip or staff." But I do say, that where 
a minister of any church appears as a defendant 
in a case like this, in proportion as that church 
claims to be purer and better, and more exem^plary 
than all others, so much greater must the guilt 
(if established) of the defendant be. The essence 
of crime consists but in a knowledge of whatsis 
eyil, and exactly in proportion as a man is en- 
lightened, must in all cases be the measure of his 
transgressions. 

It isnow, Gentleman, some eleven years and more 
^ince this Reverend Gentleman, this ultra pious, 
pure and professing Scotsman, first paid his a^r 
dresses to Miss Eliza Dick, daughter of the Rev, 
IRrofessor Dick of Glasgow, alady, as I am informed^ 
of very considerable personal attractions, in tibe 
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highest degree'accomplished, of an traimpeachable 
moral character, and whose &mily, as many of 
you. Gentlemen, must know, yields to none in the 
Secession Church in point of eminence and re- 
spectability. When Mr. Fletcher first owned his 
love, he was but an humble licentiate of 
that church, of which Dr. Dick, the lady's fa- 
ther, was, as he still is, one of the brighest orna- 
znents; he had scarce yet reached the age of 
manhood, and had nothing in the way of fortune 
to expect from his father, who was a respectable 
but poor minister in the same connection. Mr. 
Fletcher was, however, a young man of promising 
talents, and though not of what is ordinarily^alled 
a pleasing address, yet of that ardent and enthu* 
siastic temperament, which is perhaps more calcu- 
lated to make an impression on the female heart. 
He succeeded, it is confessed, in winning the 
affections of Miss Dick, and nothing but his want 
of means to support a family establishment, stood 
ih the way of their union. At length, in 1812, 
Mr. F. received a call to be pastor to a numer- 
ous and wealthy congregation in London, con-^ 
nected with the Scottish Secession Church ; and 
it was then agreed between him and Miss D., that 
the marriage should take place in the course of 
the ensuing year. 

Mr. F., however, had scarcely settled in London, 
before Miss Dick received a letter from him, ia 
which he expressed strong apprehensions that 
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were he to launch immediately into the expenses 
of housekeeping, he would be obliged to involve 
himself in difficulties of a pecuniary nature, the 
thought of which seemed to weigh heavily on his^ 
mind. Influenced by feelings both of affection 
and prudence — feelings of which I am sure every 
honourable and ingenuous mind must approve — 
Miss Dick replied, that she could not think of his 
running himself into debt on her account, and that 
notwithstanding their previous agreement, she was 
willing to wait for a year or two longer, rather 
than that he should so involve himself. 

I have to crave. Gentlemen, your particular at^ 
tention to the manner in which this proposition on 
the part of Miss Dick was drawn from her, and ta 
the nature of the proposition itself; for the con- 
clusions deduced from it by the defendant, are 
such as, I think, you will scarcely anticipate. It is 
Mr. Fletcher, you perceive, who ^rst starts the 
objection to the celebration of the marriage, at the 
time originally fixed upon ; and the reason which 
he suggests for delay is grave and weighty — no- 
thing less than that he will be plunged in debt 
by so early an union. Who can doubt for an 
instant that this was thrown out to give Miss 
J)ick an opportunity of saying, — " No, you shall 
not plunge yourself in debt on my account ; I will 
wait with pleasure till your circumstances are 
so improved that I shall bring no additional bun- 
liens upon you, but what you are prepared an4 
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able to bear?" What other answer could a woman 
make^ who had the interest of the man she loved 
sincerely at heart ? What other answer, if she had 
the slightest regard to maidenly decency and pro- 
priety ? What other answer, if not bereft of -all 
prudence, discretion, and good feeling ? Would 
tTie defendant have had Miss Dick to reply, " No, 
my beloved Alexander, I am so passionately fond 
of you, I long so much to change my virgin state, 
I am so set upon being married next year, and at 
no other time, that plunge yourself into debt as 
you may, let the consequences be what they may, 
raarrymeyou musty at the time agreed upon?' 

You will be startled. Gentlemen, when I tell you 
that, selfish, immodest, unreasonable, wild, as such 
an answer would have been, it is exactly the sort 
of answer which Mr. Fletcher chose to say it would 
have been becoming in Miss D. to make. In reply- 
ing to the letter which did so much honour to her 
head and heart, he pretended to be sorely hurt by 
her not pressing for the marriage in the teeth of 
his objections, accused her of want of affection in 
proposing a delay, and protested that he had^made 
a vow that the marriage should take place at the 
appointed time or never ! ! ! 

Oh false pretence ! Oh cruel accusation ! Oh 
perfidious protestation! Disappointment never 
felt ! Want of affection never suspected ! "Vow 
never made ! Who is of eyes so dim as not to 
perctlve behind these deceptive outworks a breach 
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pfengagemeat already meditated, already resolved, 
on at all hazards? Who so simple as to imagine that 
if Miss Dick had done as her recreant lover affects 
to think she ought to have done; if she had scouted 
his objections to the celebration of the marriage at 
the appointed time, —had laughed to scorn his ap- 
prehensions of being plungedin debt, — hadinsisted 
on leaping into his -arms over all the fences which 
good sense and good feeling could interpose, — 
he would not have been just as ready to turn round 
upon and upbraid her for that line of conduct, as 
for the better course which she adopted ? Had she 
done so, we should then have been told (and with, 
good reascm too), of the selfishness, the unfeeling- 
ness, the wantonness, the levity of the woman who 
could thus set. at nought all prudential considera-. 
tjons, in order to gratify her longing for a husband ; 
nor would our ears , have ever ceased to ring, 
of the utter- unfitness of such a- handmaid for 
so grave, so godly, so gospel-going a personage 
as the Rev* Alex. Fletcher. The truth. Gentlemen^. 
is.palpable— the defendant, from causes which may, 
perhaps, be hereafter developed, was resolved to 
break off the match in any event, and it mattered 
not, as far as bis resolves were concerned, what 
Miss Dick wrote. He was in the situation of the 
Spanish husband who wished to quarrel with his. 
wife, but was at a Iqss for a qause ; h^ bade heif . 
hiring him a glass of water in the sunshine, and then 
swore it w^sdirty^ because of the motes, which wiU- 
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appear in the clearest water, when held up to the 
sua. So it was with Mr. F. : Miss Dick could not 
have written that letter, in which he- would not 
have found the motes he wanted, I say, unhesi- 
tatingly, that the defendant designedly, art'fully, 
and perfidiously led the way to that very propo- 
sition from Miss Dick, which he afterwards gene- 
rously made the pretext for breaking his most 
solemn engagement to her. I affirm, that by his 
representations, by his apprehensions, by his 
fears, he placed, intentionally, this injured lady 
in a situation, in which — loving as she did — vir- 
tuous and discreet as she was — she could not 
possibly do else than that with which he has the 
consistency, the gallantry, the humanity, the 
most christian4ike charity, now to upbraid hen 

In farther evidence. Gentlemen, of this treach- 
erous design — as if farther evidence were want- 
ing — the defendant caused Jean Fletcher, one of his 
sisters, who had come with him to London under 
the pretext of assisting in the preparations for the 
reception of his intended bride, but, in reality, 
it would seem, as a delegate from a whole 
batch of sisters to spoil the match if she could, 
to follow up his own complaining letter with one 
still more abusive from herself, although she was 
personally wholly a stranger to Miss Dick. In 
the course of my professional practice, I have 
seen many specimens of epistolary rudeness and 
impertinence, but any thing more rude and ira- 
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pertinent— any thing more vulgarly impudent 
than this letter of the sister's, I never read** 
Fastening with equal cruelty and injustice on the 
same ground of quarrel as her brother, she has 
the effrontery to style Miss Dick's generous 
and prudent consent to the delay, suggested, if. 
not literally proposed, by Mr. Fletcher, an assump* 
tion of airs " which a countess would not show to 
a clown," sneers at the idea of a lady of *' her 
person, her purse, her accomplishments," being 
able to retain the affections of any equal what- 
ever for three years to come, and concludes with 
chastely declaring, that in the writer's opinion. 
Miss Dick is as ignorant of the means of doing s6, 
'' as Delila was with respect to Sampson, and 
that she would make the same use of them were 
they in her power ! ! " 

Gentlemen, after two such letters as these — 
after so manifest a conspiracy between the bro*- 
ther and sister, to alarm and disgust Miss Dick — 
to drive matters to such an issue, that the ne- 
cessity of receding from the connexion might be 
thrown upon her, can you wonder that such was 
indeed the result? With the approbation of all 
her friends. Miss Dick immediately wrote to 
Mr. Fletcher, that after treatment so ungenerous 
apd cruel, as that which she had just received 
from his sister and himself, the intended marriage 
could never take place. 

* See Appendix, B. Np, 2, 
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The drfehdant. Gentlemen, has been heard to 
say, aflFecting the whine of sorrow the white, 
that it was all Miss I>ick's fault that this rupture 
tiook place ; that it was he who was the rejected, in- 
didted, and injured party; and that his "dear," his 
**Talued" sister, was wholly free from blame in the 
matter. Could aught else. Gentlemen, be ex- 
]^ected from the planner and perpetrator of 
so base a scheme of domestic treason ? Con- 
ceived in duplicity and cunning, there only want- 
ed, in order to leave that scheme without a pa- 
rallel, that it should be consummated by hypocrisy, 
fidsehood, and the most unblushing assurance. 
But just Heaven be thanked, which has by almost 
miraculous chance, placed in our hands the means 
of tearing, to very tatters, the veil by which the 
defendant would fain screen his infamy from pub- 
lic indignation, I will show him to you. Gen- 
tlemen, exulting in the success of his vile ma-- 
ncBuvre; acknowledging in the most grateful terms 
the service which his sister had rendered him, in 
promoting the rupture ; slandering and reviling the 
lady whom he had so cruelly used ; and with lips 
polluted by all this abomination-^yes, professingly 
pure and pious though he be— with lips yet moist 
with the venom of almost every wickedness — 
daring to " thank God for his deliverance f* In a 
letter which he addressed immediately after ta 
his brother, the Rev. Robert Fletcher,* then resi- 

• See Appendix, No. 1. 
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dent in Scotland, and which, throngh no agency 
of ours, has recently found its way into general 
circulation, he says, " The Glasgow business is all 
over. I am happy at it, very happy. I wonder at 
my. past stupidity. Jean has done me, much good 
in the matter — She sent down to her ladyship two 
bulletins of a very curious nature/' — a.lluding. 
Gentlemen, to the letter which I have already 
mentioned, and to another, equally insolent, which 
followed it. " This week I have sent back all the 
cold, barren, . icy letters I ever received from that 
lumpish,, selfish woman, with whom I have been 
so long enthralled. Thanks to God for the deliver- 
ance." * * * # « I think Mr. Dick the most im- 
pudent fellow I ever met with. His philosophy 
has done him little good. I have done with him. 
I like Alexander and George. The mother is 
Mrs. Hypocrisy, and Miss D. what you called 
her on the road to Paisley." 

Alas ! Gentlemen, when the heart once admits 
guilt as its associate, how does every honourable 
and humane emotion fly before it ! Surely, surely, 
it was enough that the defendant had wounded 
the peace, and, as far as in his power, ruined the 
prospects of this young lady — that he had lace- 
rated the feelings of her respectable parents, — 
that he had sent sorrowing and indignation into 
the bosoms of every one of her family-r-that he 
Bad violated every principle of good faith, ho- 
nour, and generosity : Surely, it was enough t^ 
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b9,ve done all this, Avithout adding abuse to 
injustice, detraction to treachery, contumely^ to 

crime — 

* - 

Were honour, virtue, conscience, all exil'd, 
Was there no pity, no relenting ruth ? * 

No ! no ! In the very hour of his heartless 
triumph, when it might have been thought that some 
lurking spark of affection for a once beloved object, 
would have quickened into a sentiment of pity 
for her sufferings, — when a secret sense of the un- 
fair line of conduct he had pursued towards the 
lady and her family, should have induced him 
either to soften the blow levelled at their peace 
and happiness, by every mark of honour and re- 
spect in his power, — when a regard to the decen- 
cies of life and to his own consistency, should 
have dictated silence at least respecting the newly 
discovered failings of those whom he had so lately 
pretended to love and esteem— you behold him. 
without one commiserating emotion, without one 
throb of compunction, without one feeling on the 
subject worthy of a man and a christian. You see, 
how with more than savage ferocity he mangles the 
characters of his innocent victims ; how the fair 
form he once professed to admire before all others 
is transformed in the mirror of his hate, into a 
selfish lump of womankind ; how her highly 
gifted and venerated father, the author of one of 
the most able vindications of our Common Faith 
ever written, is treated as a fellow beneath the 
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notice of this unprincipled violator of engagements— 
how her aged and pious mother, whom not even 
the helplessness of female age could save from the 
malice of this defanier, is decked for derision in 
his own filthy mantle of '' hypocrisy !' Tis true 
these slanders were set forth in an apparently 
confidential letter to a brother ; nay, 'tis possible 
that it is solely through the indiscretion of that 
brother, and with no connivance on the part of 
the defendant, that they have been published to 
the world. But it is at least equally true, Gen- 
tlemen, that whether meant for publicity or not, 
they present a faithful portraiture of the writer s. 
feelings on the occasion. They lay open to you 
the whole heart and mind of the man as they really 
are, and not as he would probably wish them to 
appear; and in doing so, they vindicate remarka- 
bly the consistency of Nature in all her works ; 
for they show you, that when she makes a person 
vicious enough to commit such enormities as I 
have depicted, she purposely withholds from him 
the faculty of being ashamed of them. The wis- 
dom of nature, too, for the effect is better, the ex- 
ample less pernicious where guilt stands out, as it 
does here, in unrelieved originality. 

But, Gentlemen, you have as yet heard only one 
chapter of the volume of perfidy which it is niy 
painful task to lay before you. Would, for the 
honour of human nature, that that which I have 
next to unfold were of a description less calculated 

c 
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to astonish and appal you ! But it is, to my mind; 
♦iferen a blacker complexion .than the first; I 
know of no principle on which I shall be able to 
account for the extraordinary facts of which it 
is made up, but one so truly demoniacal, that I 
i^odder at the necessity which I foresee will 
eompel me to consider that principle as the only 
one by which the defendant could be actuated. 
• When the rupture, of which I have just detailed 
to you the history, had begun to fade on the me- 
mory; when time and the consolations ©f religion 
bad nearly healed those wounds which it had oc- 
casioned; when almost ten years had passed away, 
during all which period Miss Dick and Mr. Fletcher 
had no communication with each other, and 
aever met but once or twice accidentally, the lady, 
to her great surprise, and the astonishment of all 
her family, receired on the 13th of February, 
1823, a letter from Mr. Fletcher, proposing a re- 
newal of their correspondence. * In this letter he 
requested her to meet him in Edinburgh, where 
he intended to be in the month of July following; 
entreated her to write to him ** without restraint,*^ 
assured her that he would ** never (again, I sup* 
pose he meant)- betray or abuse-' her "confidence 
and affection," should Providence favour him by 
making him the object of them; protested that he 
held her " parents and family in the highest respect 

'^' ■■■-'■"■ ■■■ — •■'* -^ — ^^ ■■ > — ■- ... ^ — i...^^ — -■- 

* Appf ndix, Ho. 
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and esteem/' and ended with a ^' God bless yeu^ 

and bless them!'', as fervent^ apparently, as if 
heaved from the inmost soul of hers " mo^ off^^ 
tionately, Alexander Fletcher/' 

I perceive, Gentlemen, that you are struekwitk 
amazement and incredulity at the extraordinary 
change of tone and sentiment which this epistle 
displays. " Can it be," you ask, " that the msm 
who broke off his former engagement to this lady 
in a manner so cruel and contemptuous, coukt, 
after ten years of the coldest estrangement, be aH 
at once animated with so ardent a renewal of 
afiection for her as is here professed ? Is it pos* 
sible, that the man who once thanked God so fer- 
vently for his deliverance from Miss Dick as from the 
greatest evil that could possibly beial him, could 
now, in sincerity of heart, pray to the same God 
to make him the object of her confidence and 
affection ? Is it for a moment to be believed, that 
he could now have the " highest respect and es* 
teem" for those parents whom he before so deli-* 
berately and grossly reviled ? We have no faith,. 
Sir, in such sudden and long-removed rev#lutioi»i 
ef sentiment as these; they are at utter varianee 
with every thing we know of human nature ani 
ker operations; wecannotbelieveinthem." ShouU 
I hint to y0u that it might be from repentanor 
tibey sprung, you will tell methat ''^he conferaot 
Bone." Or, that be was actuated by a desired 
repairing the injuries he had inflicted^ you v^ 

c 2 
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ask .me to. show you *' where he pleads guilty of 
having committed aay ?" His letter, you will insist, 
is evidently that of a man who thinks there is 
nothing of which he has to solicit forgiveness. 
** But could even repentance," yqu may demand 
of me, " revive love and esteem after so long a 
slumber ? Could it have the magic power, all at 
once, to reconvert the " lumpish, selfish woman'' 
— little improved, it is to be supposed, by ten 
years of withering singleness, — into an object of 
passionate admiration ? Could it, all at once, and 
without the least renewal of intercourse having 
taken place, transform " the most impudent 
fellow" alive, and his worthy lady, " Mrs. Hypo- 
crisy," into objects of the writer's '' highest re- 
gard and esteem ?" Oh ! it is from first to last a 
most incredible. story. ^You cannot expect us — 
the defendant could not for an instant expect any 
rational person — to believe one. syllable of all that 
he. now asserts." 

..Gentlemen, I confess that my own impressions 
coincide very much wth what I have ventured to 
suppose yours to be on tlie first statement of this 
truly jQiraculous conversion. I thinjc with you, 
that it is incredible, that any such conversion ever 
took place ; I do not, for my own part, believe 
it ; I regard this new ov.erture of Mr. Fletcher's 
as. nothing else than sheer mopkery. Talk of 
Catholic miracles ! Talk of Prii^ce .Hphenlo.he, 
and his conjuring the bed-ridden to walk, the 
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blind to see ! Here is a simple Presbyterian par^^ 
son who pretends, thatby a mere flourish of a gooses- 
quill, he can change aversion into love, deformit jf^ 
into elegance, contempt into esteem! That he^ 
has but to wave that goose-quill over embers 
which have been deadened by the rain and snow 
and frost of many winters, and they will in- 
stantly burst forth into an unquenchable flame j 
that he has but, quill in hand, to look back 
and be transformed from a false and recreant 
lover, into a pillar of constancy and truth h 
Oh! most puissant of miracle mongers! Go,-. 
Catholicism, and hide thy diminished headf 
Arise, Presbytery — no, I will not do so much in- 
justice to the respectable denomination of Chriis- 
tians, who congregate under its banners, as to 
suppose that there can be any community of cha- 
racter between it and the impostures of this un- 
worthy brother — ^letme rather call on modern pu- 
KiTANiSMT, that puritanism which consists in cant, 
and pretension, and hypocrisy — in gifts, and inspi- 
rations, and inscrutabilities — whose strongholds 
are ignorance and guUability — ^whose triumphs are 
well-filled conventicles, and well filled pockets— to 
arise and exult in the unequalled achievements of 
this her favourite son ! 

But, Gentlemen, agreed as we seem to be as 
to the insincerity of this second overture, you 
feel, I dare say, as I do, some hesitation as to 
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the motives to whk^ sueh condact ought to be 
WKnbed. Were you te ask the defendant him- 
self to exjrfaia it on any raticmal priaoiple, ha 
would confess to you that he could account for it 
in no other way, than on the supposition that he 
had entirely forgotten every thing about the first 
courtship and rupture, and all that he had ever 
said about the lady and her relations. Should 
you express your astonishment at such an un^ 
heard of failure of memory, he would, with the 
characteristic humility and piety oi the class of 
rehgionists of which he is an ornament, furthet 
tell you, " that Divine Providence had permitted 
this unaccountable suspension of the remembrance (jf 
former feelings, for ends which yet remain to b^ 
developed*/' But, Gentlemen, you and I, wh^a 
are but ordinary men, who, in our experiences^ 
know nothing of such unaccountable suspensions^ 
.xjannothelp looking for causes more in accordance 
with the usual course of human actions, even 
though they should have a little of the leaven of 
human infirmity in their nature. Ydu will dcfny 
with me the possibility (except on a plea of 
insanity, which is not pleaded) of such aft uttw- 
oblivion of feelings, touching soseri6u&a traDsacti<tt 
in a mui's life, as that of oourting and jilting a 
young female^ and. then heaping the foulest. abuse 
,im the unfortunate victim a^d her fan^y; you 

« * Ylde •« Appeal" of ^ IXei'eiuknt '' toPuUic Ophiion.*' 



frill think, with me^ that if there is justiee ^t bU 
ia the wa]^ ^Prevideace (and that there is wha 
ow doubt ?), an offence of so hduous a desGrip-r- 
%)n must remain fixed in the memory, beyond 
the power of time or accident to erase it, till ther 
hour of remorse and ret^ibuticm arrive ; you will^ 
with me» hold it to be a degree of impiety quite.^ 
monstrous^ to suppose that the Deity woul4 
suspend/for an instant, the laws of human nature, 
in order that a minister of His Word mighty 
a second time, trample on those feelings of whicht 
these laws are the appointed guardians. No, ao. 
Gentlemen, we may rest well assured that there was» 
no such suspension ; that the defendant remembered^^ 
w^l the whole history of his first connexion, and. 
wanted, as I have said before, only the faculty ot 
being ashamed of the part he had acted. With 
tjiiat history. then in his recollection, thinking a». 
he did of the Jady and her friends, what are we to. 
suppose were the motives by which he was ac- 
tuated in this extTaordiuary renewal of his ad" 
dresses'? The defendant will, call it a libel on, 
^man nature,, to say that he could have no other 
vijew than a second time to sport with the feel-, 
iogs and character of Miss Dick and her famoJy ; 
^should I too, had I beard as rau<?h asserted of 
iwy individuals before the present case was put 
illi^to my bauds* That th^re are weuj aye, and fnmi^n 
ters too, who, for the gratification of a silly vanity, 
or for the mere pleasure of the chace, go about 
disturbing the peace of families, by attentions 
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ivhich mean nothing — male coquettes, in shoir^ 
the most conten^ptible, and, at the same time, 
among the most mischievous of characters — we 
all witness every day in our lives. But it 
was reserved, I believe, ,to the Rev. Alexander 
Fletcher, to exhibit to the world the spectacle of 
a man, and that man a minister of the gospel — 
once wooing and betraying, and then returning,, 
after a long lapse -of years, to woo and betray, 
a second time, the unfortunate object of his heart- 
less pursuit. 

Yes I to him was reserved the in&mous dis- 
tinction of having inflicted a blot on human n^r 
ture, which makes it no longer a libel upon it to- 
say, that it is indeed capable of all the malignity 
which I have ascribed to the Rev. Alex. Fletcher. 

, But what, you may ask, could be the subor-' 
dinate circumstances that cherished and fed this 
malignity — and which immediately called it into* 
action? Here, Gentlemen, my brief is silent— for 
it could not speak of what the defendant has carc-^ 
fully concealed within his own bosom ; I can but 
assist you with such conjectures as have occurred ta 
myself, and as may occur to any one on a review 
of the circumstances of this extraordinary case. 
It may have been, that after the first quarrel with 
Miss Dick, her friends, in the honest warmth of 
their indignation, spread far and wide a know-* 
ledge of the defendant's base conduct; it may 
possibly have happened, that they mixed indis- 
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pktisons between the respectability of the de^ 
feadant's family, and that which he had so in^ 
smlting^ly slighted ; and it is not to be denied; 
that if such things were said and done, they 
were calculated to be of injury to the defendant; 
an^ to excite in no ordinary degree his anger. 
It may, for instance, have occurred, that when 
*' done with " Dr. Dick, and when " done with? 
hit^ daughter, Mr. Fletcher went a wooing to 
others of his virtuous countrywomen— to maids of 
every completion and every degree — and that, 
with the sense of propriety which so honourabPf 
distinguishes the Caledonian fair, they may one 
and all have spurned his suit, with a whisper in 
his ear, to *' remember poor Miss Dick!" It may 
have come thus to pass, that repulsed in every 
£iiiiily, rejected of women, unpitied by the men; 
a fell spirit of revenge may have been excitedHin 
his breast against the individual and family, for 
whose sake he was becomeso much an object of ge« 
neral proscription; and that of this spirit we hare 
no^ the bitter fruits biefore us. 

All these thiBg8,iiowever, are but matters of coa» 
jeoture. I find them not in my instructions; and of 
my own • knowledge, I can of course assert nothing 
of the real circumstances whi6h iiduenced the de** 
fendant's conduct. I have merely, Geirtlemeta> 
stated to you^bne possible course of eventi^ which 
may have led to -it^one of many that might be 
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-ifliagiiied— md this s^ly to saCkfy your siiMk^ 
4liait tlioiigh to woo a- secood time^ in order to 
tetvay and laugh to seom aa unsuspectitig for 
jadaiLe, "be happily a case without preoedent, it io 
one: which is by no means without a conceivable 
aotire. 

. Would to (rod, the injured object of tins in* 
quiFy-^that her fiimily^ had only known half as 
much of the real state of the defendant's feelings^ 
at the time his secoiBd proposition was madey a$ 
i have this day, Gentlemen, developed to yob I 
fiis hypocritical advances to recohcilia/tion wouU 
then, I am convinced, have been spurnedr with all 
^e contempt and abhorrence which they meriteiiL 
Miss Dick and her family would then have been 
Spared many an additional pang of vexation, aad 
Hofrow; and this honourable Court would not 
wyw be assembled to pttss judgment on the doubte 
^rkne which the defendant committed. Bul^ 
Gentlemen, neither JSfiss Dick nor any of her 
ftmily had ever seen or heard aoy thing of that 
iertter to his brother^ which I have read to you to-- 
day, and which thvows such a flood of light oft 
the real state of his sentknests respecting them ; 
tiiey never suspected f«r a moment that, he &i^ 
tcartained sudht sentimeKts; they only knew liiat 
he had once gained, snd harshly though he had 
Acted, bad never entirtly lost a phwein the hidy% 
^ibctions ; they weie wainig to heiieve, tissi in 
formerly breaking 4ff the oonnexion^.he had besem 



swayed by external kfiuenees to whieb he hsA 
now risen superior; they .weFe disposed to focget 
all that was past, ia the hope tiiat the ftitwe 
.would be rich ia^ atonement* Miss Dick was; 9^ 
£or4iQgly> induct to return a favourable answer 
to bis letter, and thereupon a correspeoMtebe^ 
ensued, which wanted oidy sincerity on ^ ^pagt 
.of Mr. Fletcher, to eclipse every thing else of the 
kind yet divulged to the world &^ amorousremthilf 
4Hasjm^. Were it not that these who dre realty arid 
fondly in love are proverbially blinds J should 
bave expected that the unmeasured extravstgano^ 
of his declarations would, of itself, hav^ Jed Miss 
Dick to suspect strongly the sidoerity of tb^ mm 
who made them. Although her letteif, oonsienjti«( 
JU> receive him again into favour, contained thus 
first words of tenderness whioh she had addressed 
to him for nearly ten long years ; although one 
bow or two of di^ant recognition, was aQ that 
had passed between them durfiag that ]period{ 
jsdl^ioiugh for many a day, nekher had his eye 
ieasied on her charms, nor his ear been ddigbted 
with the music of her voice ; yet is it in strltiiB^ 
of yiMng and boundless ejection like these th^ 
he addresses : her — '* My imreat TSJ&za\ you are 
i^sely eatn^md round mg heart; yoa, deserv9dl|r 
jpceuj^y th^ higheHplme m^y.admim^ 6s^nalian^--f^ 
i^m yeur dvm^ '^ kwH m ymtrs; yen amstautlf 
iit$r in my thmsghts, in my wanmstajkctiem, maaj 
♦ Appenix, A. No. a. 
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fondest desires, and in my most animating hopes. I 
claim you as mine own. I ^hank God that ever 
my thoughts were directed towards you, and 
that Providence ever directed your thoughts t®- 
vrards your own Aleocander. * * ♦ * The expec- 
tation of living with yon Jills me with delight ; and 
may my God and your God grant, that before 
many months pass over our heads, that expecta- 
tion may be fulfilled ! It is my wish, my prayer, 
that if Providence spare me to revisit my native 
land, I may not return alone. My dearest, dearest 
Eliza, make me happy by saying in your next, that 
you wiU not suffer me to return alone, and that 
you will enter with me on a career which will add 
to our mutual prosperity and bliss.*' * * * ♦ # 
Again,* " You are dear to»my heart ; you have de- 
voted yourself to me, who am infinitely unworthy of 
such a blessing'' — one true saying, by-the-way — 
*' With longing anticipations I look forward to that 
day, when, in the kind providence of God, I shall 
see my dearest Eliza. May I be prepared for meet- 
ing my loving Eliza, and for enjoying the society 
of her, whose fellowship / prize above every other 
earthly enjoyment beside, and to render whom happy 
I shall ever consider as my greatest earthly bliss/* 
I say that even Miss Dick — but that she loved " not 
wisely, but too well " — might have guessed that 
there was something overstrained and incredible 
in all this. But to you and I, Gentlemen, wh« 

* Appendix, A. No. 4. 
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know besides how the defen<)ant had previously 
expressed himself— the more confidentially the 
^lore sincerely — of the lady, whom he addresses 
in such rapturous terms, — ^how he had ridi- 
culed the fair form which he now protests is 
the object of his "admiring estimation,'*— how he 
had reproached with selfishness the individual to 
whom he now pours out his song of gratitude for 
having "devoted herself to him," — how he had 
thanked God for delivering him from the very- 
person whom he now thanks the same Almighty 
Power for having inclined to his addresses; — to you 
and I, Gentlemen, who know all these things 
besides, such professions as I have read to you, 
must needs appear nothing else than an outrage on 
every sanction both human and divine. 

To such lengths did the defendant push his mock 
suit — ^for nothing else can I call it — that it was at 
length fixed, as far as words can fix, that the mar- 
riage should take place in September 1823, Miss 
Dick and the whole of her family regarded it as a 
matter so absolutely settled, that they announced 
the event to their different friends and connexions, 
and commenced the necessary preparations on 
their side for its accomplishment. 

Now it was that the defendant began to 
bring into play those shuffling expedients, tq 
y^hich, I am convinced, he looked forward from 
the beginning for his extrication froip this s^coiid 
engagement, and the gratification of his revenge 
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Hgmnst M »s Biek and het iinimly. Whselevet 
idoubte may still exkt in some of your minds, as 
to the possibility of th^ defendant's being actuated 
-liy > such desperate malice aforethought, I think 
ihey must vanish rapidly before the corroborative 
|iroofs which now come thick upon us. If what 
took place before tiie rapturous protestations 
If^ichlhave quoted^has not convinced every one 
et their utter heartlessness> what took place im- 
Qiediately after them must surely carry convic^^ 
tion to the most incredulous. No sooner had the 
time for the marriage been fixed — no sooner had 
^ Dick family committed themselves, as it were, 
beyond the power of escape from the infliction of 
tile defendant s malice, and the derision or pity of 
the world — than the defendant, who just the too- 
ment before was one of the most longing, straight- 
forward, and resolute of lovers, commences re- 
treating at all points. First, he remembers* rtiat 
be has never made any intimation of the propos- 
ed union to two sisters, Euphemiaand Catherine, 
who had succeeded their elder sister, Jean, in the 
management of his household, and also, it would 
appear, in the comptroUetship of his affections ; 
lie feels that he is bound in equity and gratitude 
to consult them on the subject ; he discovers for 
the first time, that his duty and affection have 
eome ^* tn centaetf' but *' trusts'' — mark^ Gentlemen^ 
bow artfoUy uncertaifay begins to be insinuated^-^ 

* Appefidix, A.'No. 4. 
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he tfnsisf " God will enable him*' — see how im* 
piously he drags in Providence to be responsible 
for his own predetermined breach of engage- 
ment — ^Ho pursue dFectuaHy that wise course, by 
which he shall ^find, by the month of September; 
his sisters happy in the career of honour and of 
usefulness, and himself blessed in the enjoyment 
of his own Eliza." Before, however, there is time 
fbr any such "wise course'* to neutralise the 
dreaded opposition of the sisters-^exactly ten 
days after — he finds out quite a new obstacle,* ar 
*^ melancholy history," which has '^ail^' come to 
pass within that short interval. His brother Robert, 
the sameto whom he addressed the extraordinary 
letter, which has been of so much service to a* 
right understanding of this- case,— who had subse- 
quently followed his brother to this metropolis, 
and with whom he had almost ever since been at- 
deadly enmity — had, after a few months ces-* 
sation of hostilities, come anew upon 'hTm, ** like- 
a roaring lion from Tophet "—assailed him in his 
house^ assailed him in his pulpit — put him m' 
dread of being actually murdered — so that afto** 
gether, he felt '* completely unfitted'' fbr "car* 
rying on his eorrespondence " with "his 
own" "loving," '*' dear," " dearest,'' Eliza, any 
longer. The '.suspicions of Miss Dick aitd her 
family were now, as they might well be, awaken-' 
ed. From this moment, they confess that they 
* See letter Appendix, A. No. 9. 
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did begin to entertain apprehensions of tl^e can- 
dour and honesty of Mr. Fletcher's intentions^ 
and were fearful that he was only endeavouring 
to raise up obstacles to the union, which might 
induce Miss Dick, as on a former occasion, to 
put a stop on her part to the courtship. But 
notwithstanding the strong grounds they had for 
these suspicions, they prudently determined that 
they should have more decisive proofs of his inten* 
lion to break off from his engagement, before, 
they took any step on that idea. Within a day,, 
therefore, after the receipt of the news about tl^e* 
*' lion from Tophet,*' Miss Dick wrote a letter * to 
the " afflicted Alexander," in which she candidly, 
confessed, that she did not understand (who 
could ?) what he meant by saying that the eon-^ 
duct of his brother completely unfitted him for. 
his correspondence with her; that she sympathis-, 
ed, and the whole of her family sympathised, with, 
him deeply, on account of the afflictions he expe- 
rienced from that quarter; but that these afflic-, 
tions only strengthened her the more in the resolu- 
tion of becoming the companion of his sorrows^. 
Gentlemen, you may know something, andmus 
have read more, of dead halts, in military opera- 
tions — of an army, for instance, when in full flighty 
being intercepted by the blowing up of abridge 
over a broad and unfordable stream ; but nothing 
of the kind that you have ever either known or . 

* Appendix A. No. 10. 
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tead of, can have exceeded, in effect, this ju- 
dicious countercheck on the part of Miss Dick. 
She presumes not to doubt that her " loving 
Alexander '' is sorely troubled, but claims that 
dearest of a wife's privileges — the privilege of 
sharing his griefs, and, by w^ay of recompense for 
the moiety left to him, of doubling at the same 
time his joys. The defendant, who had evidently 
never anticipated that his " melancholy history '* 
would end in an issue so contrary to his wishes, 
was like one struck dumb; so completely had 
Miss Dick met the pretended difficulty in thg 
case, that he knew not what reply to make to 
her, and; therefore replied not at all. As matters, 
however, could not for his own sake be prudently 
left in the state to which they were thus brought, 
he bethought him of a mode of extricating him- 
self from the dilemma in every way worthy of the 
ingenuity and veracity which have distinguished 
thewhole of his proceedings. " I cannot, to be sure,'" 
thought he, *' reply to this letter, but I can affect 
never to have received it ; and, if necessary, can 
deny that I ever did." He writes, accordingly, 
a third letter * to Miss Dick, in which he takes 
not the least notice of her last epistle — nay, says 
not a word about the " melancholy history" which ^ 
led to it, and which, according to his shewing, had 
completely unfitted him for any further corres- 
pondence—but starts quite a new obstacle to the 

* Appendix, A., No. 12. * 
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fulfilment of his engagement. It is no longer tlie 
*' roaring lion from Tophet" that stands in the 
path, nor solely his amiable sisters, Euphemia 
and Catherine, but nearly the whole band of female 
Fletchers — Some ten or a dozen, I believe — that 
have put their negative on the match. ^'The 
aversion" he says, '* of my sisters to the intended 
relation, was what I never dreamed of, pafticu*- 
larly after a lapse of ten years. . Were this aver- 
sion confined to one or two, it might be endured ; 
but when I find it has extended to nearly the 
whole, I am inexpressibly distressed. — (Perfidious 
dissembler!) — Could I persuade myself to be 
willing to be separated from them for life, and 
that you and I could be happy together with 
such a separation before our eyes — could my re- 
gard to you destroy my fraternal affection to 
tkeiJiy or could I bring myself the length of disre- 
garding both their friendship and their feelings, 
I would at once, even now, enter into the con-* 
nexion — But I cannot." 

The receipt of this letter put an end to iall 
doubt in the minds of Miss Dick and her friends 
as to the real designs of Mr. Fletcher. The effect 
which the discovery had on the mind of the un- 
fortunate lady, it were vain to attempt to de*' 
scribe. Such was the state of agitation and dis- 
tress into which it threw her, that she had to 
leave wholly to others the steps to be adopted ih 
this delicate crisis. Her father immediately wrote ^ 
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to Mr. Fletcher,^ in terms, such as it rbeeame a 
&tber, alive tp. the happiness of his daughter, 
and to his own honour, to^ write; the letter ex- 
pressed Dr. Dick s astomshment that any person^^ 
claiming the character of a man of sen^e, spirit,, 
and integrity, could consider the opposition. of his^ 
sffiters as a sufficient rea«on for breaking off so 
sacred an engagement ast that of marriage ; remind- 
ed the defendant of the preparations which had 
beea made for his union to his daughter, and of 
the confident expectations entertained by the lady 
and aU her friends, that it would take place a| 
the. time fixed by himself; and warned him re? 
spectfuUy, but firmly, that he must not expect 
that Miss Dfck would, for any reason he had yet 
stated, be a second time induced to give up her 
claims upon him. 

Such, Gientlemen, was the general t^ioi: of the 
letter; but it is fit you should hear the case stated 
in the venerable gentleman's own words ; there is 
an eloquence in this pleading of a father for th^ 
rights of his child, to which no abstract can pos- 
sibly do justice. — " You say that in the present 
state of your feelings, you cannot enter into the 
connexion. Your feelings seem to incline too 
much to one side. Has my daughter no feelings t 
Are you under no obligation to respect them ? 
Is she to be cruelly harassed, and your sisters tQ 
be soothed and gratifted ?******* Yoi> 

* Appenfdix A., No. 18. ' 
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are called to perform your promise; by your 
honour as ii man, and by your character as a 
minister of religion. What would you think of a 
man who had twice abandoned the woman whose 
affections he had solicited and gained, because 
his sisters did not approve of the connexion, while 
they could say nothing^ against her character? If 
you are at a loss, put the question, I would not 
say to a christian friend, but to a man of the 
world. It would be easy to give his answer; 
but I shall leave it to your own meditations * * 
* * Hitherto, I have not interfered in the busi- 
ness, but now I am called upon to come forward, 
and to tell you plainly, that I will not allow the 
honour .of my daughter, and my family, to be 
trifled with again. With your sisters I have nothing 
to do ; but I have to do with your solemn engage- 
ment, and I insist that it shall be fulfilled. You 
will yourself be convinced, I trust, that every 
thing honourable and sacred require you to do 
so. If I am disappointed in this expectation, the 
affair will not end as it did formerly— for I am 
determined to take every measure to vindicate 
the honour of my daughter, and to expose to the 
public a train of conduct of which there will be 
few examples upon record." 

What think you. Gentlemen, was the defend- 
ant's manner of noticing this most'reasonable and 
necessary communication ? You have had already 
but too many proofs of the slight regard he pays 
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to decency and truth, and yet I am sure you can 
never picture to yourselves the shameful violation 
of both, by which he proceeded to bring this 

. eventful history to a close. Will it be believed, 
that, in a reply * which he sent — not directly and 
manfully to Dr. Dick himself, but with cowardly 

, circuitousness to the sufFi^riitg object of his perfidy 
herself— he had the assurance to feign astonishment 
at being so addressed, and to be utterly confounded 
that Dr. Dick should have stept forward at all in this 

, stage of the business ! " Astonishment" ! Gentle- 
men, that he should have been called upon to fulfil 
an obligation of the most sacred description, after he ' 

_ liad declared in the most unequivocal* terms, that 
he could not, would not, fulfil it. *\ Confounded"! 
that a father should step forward at any stage 
tq protect a beloved daughter from insult and 
shame— to preserve her perchance from what has 
been but too often the consequence of such 
damned perjuries— a broken heart, and an early 
grave. Oh !: it is monstrous, that such unblush- 
ing effrontery should, in so moral and enlightened 
an age as this, be able to find a single hole or corner, 
where to hide its head from execration and scorn. 
But ev^i this. Gentlemen, is but the prelude to 
iquch that is a great deal worse. Surely, if there 
ever be a case where one may presume to sup- 
pose that the Deity speaks with the voice of man, 
it.iif when a pious and aged father is heard assert- 

• * Appendix A., No. 14. 
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ing the riglits of ah injured and iinoffendmg 
daughter; and yet— Oh, matchless impiety! — 
this defendant, this reverend defendant,* has dte 
daring to assert, that *• the language of Provi- 
dence to him in that letter," is not to fulfil his 
most sacred engagement, but to '^painscj' ^^ pause P* 
I confess. Gentlemen, that when I came to this 
part of my instructions— shocked as I had befen 
by the frequent liberties taken by the defendant 
in the course of the preceding details, with the 
name and attributes of tlie Divinity,— I felt the 
very life's blood freeze within my veins, * What,' 
said I, 'niust I not only expose the ' perfidy of 
this man to his fellow-creature, but must I ex- 
hibit him in- the accursed act of attempting to 
make an all-just Providence a partner in his ini- 
quity ? Of mere breaches of faith and honotfr, 
and of sbme that were bad enough, I had heard 
before'; but what was I to call this, which in- 
sulted both God and man ; which tore up th every 
foundations of human nature, and* hurlfed its frag- 
ments at the sacred altar, as if to bury rel^ion 
beneath the ruins of society? Oh! it is guilt 
that might put a demon to the blush. The very 
devils, we are assured, believe and tremble— be- 
lieve in the justice and goodness of tlie Most 
High — and tremble whilst they believe."^ . * 

The conclusibn to which the defendant comes, is 
such as you might expect — the only one, in trutii, 
that you could rjBuspQably expect from premises 



39. 

so flagitious. You have seen, GentlemeA, how 
determinedly, and in what various ways the de- 
fendant had declared that he could not fulfil his 
engagement to Miss Dick ; but you have yet to 
learn what this last letter informs the lady, — that 
there had never, after all^ been any -change in his 
yiews ! (in one sense, I am convinced, there never 
had,) and that it 'was' neither his angry sister- 
hood, nor the " roaring lion from Tophet," that 
led him to break off the connexion, but ** the last 
epistolary intelligence from Glasgow," which had 
"prodiiced a change—a total i^evolution in his views,. 
which solely dates its origin to that cause."" I do 
Aot believe. Gentlemen, that the whole annals of 
audacity can furnish any thing exceeding this^ 
in brazen-faced assurance. The way in which 
the defendant contrived to throw the breach of 
his first engagement on Miss Dick, is venial when 
Compared with it. In the former case, Misa Dick 
was provoked to do that which, literally inter- 
preted, gave her the appearance of discardiYig the 
defendant; but,' in the present instance, nothing 
whatever' of the kind takes place. Every at- 
tempt which the defendant makes to provoke a 
jgimilar dismissal, is met by renewed protestations 
of the lady's willingness to share his fcrrtunes,. 
whatever they may be ; every thin^ on the part 
of Miss Dick and her friends, is marked by a- 
steadfast resolution of keeping to the ^gage* 
ment; the defendant is at his wits' end for a pre^ 
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text for the fiual rupture; and for lack of a better, 
turns round on his pursuers, and cooUy says, 
•''Well, since nothing will frighten you out of the 
jnatch — ^neither my brother*s conduct, nor the op- 
position of my' sisters — I must now tell you, that 
the manner in which you have insisted on my 
fulfilling my engagement, is so 'repulsive and 
threatening,' that, for thjtt reason and no other, I 
^caunot, and will not, fulfil it. I have succeeded 
in putting you out of temper, at any rate, and 
should be omitting to take the benefit of my 
own wrong, were I not to make that want of 
temper, and tiiat alone, my apology for having 
nothing farther to do with you.'' Am I not right. 
Gentlemen, in saying that such conduct as this,, 
is without a parallel ? Can I be wrong in challeng- 
ing the counsel for the defendant to show me any 
thing like it in all domestic history — ^any thing 
Jialf so base, shameless, and unprincipled? But 
why do I attempt to give characterizing linea- 
ments to a species of infamy, which it is not in 
the power of language to describe? .It would 
require, in order to do it justice, a language that 
has words to parch and witlier and destroy 
whatever they light on. 

Gentlemen, my part of this day's proceedings is 
nearly done ; yours is about to commence. You 
have heard the tale of the defendant's double 
treachery; its commencement, its progress, and its 
aggravations. Can it, do you think, admit of 
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justificatioii, or <)f palliation? I have heard ft 
rumoured, that the defendant does intend t6 
plead one or the other. I know, indeed, that in hia^ 
flight to the ignominfoas oblivion prepared for 
him, he has already made more than one pause 
to fling his Parthian poison on the justice that 
pursues him. But I do hope, that in {he presence 
of this venerable court, in the hearing of this 
enlightened and virtuous jury, he may yet be 
deterrecl by some remaining sense of shame, from 
the sort of defence which I have been instructed to 
anticipate. The defendant, I am told, has as- 
serted,* and is prepared again to assert, that the 
second correspondence was not commenced by 
liim, but originated in an overture on the part of 
Miss Dick, and that having been so indelicately 
drawn into it, he is the less culpable for breaking 
it off. I am instructed. Gentlemen, to state, 
that a fouler lie was' never uttered. Miss Dick, 
never after the first rupture, wrote a single line 
to Mr. Fletcher, till he had written to her, and 
solicited a renewal of the corrfespondence. In one 
of the Parthian Pamphlets, which the defendant 
has addressed to the public on the subject, he has 
the boldness in one place to assert, f that "such 
evidence will be given in another part, as to prove, 
beyond the possibility of a doubt, that such ia 
coinmunication wa^ sent to him by the lady;'* but 
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though I have examined with oare. every succeed; 
jing pagjB of this veracious , produQtiou, I have 
not bee» able to discov-e? the slightest trace of 
aay such evidence. The Quly thing I have met 
.withth^ft bears on the point, is the. following 
^curious note;— r" It is true, 1 solicited the. second 
^correspondence, but it is also true she wrote to me 
after tJie conclusion of the Jirst.'' Yes, but when, 
Aiost honest Alexander ? " After the conclusion 
yof the first,-' certainly, but not till after you had 
^so solicited the renewal of the correspondence. 
Such is the astounding amount of that evidence 
which was to place, " beyond the possibility of a 
.doubt," the fact of the first overture having pro- 
ceeded from ^he lady ;^ a vile mid despicable quib- 
.ble, Aot wor^ even the slight notice which I have 
norw taken- of it, but oif quite a3 much weight, I 
dare s^y, as any thing which you will hearofiered 
to-day, in support of. what,, on the authority of 
thifi .brief, I again pronounce to be a foul and 
<)dious lie. 

, Gcmtl^menr of the jury, I now leave the case 
with pevfec t confidence in your hs^nds. I confess 
I am not sorry that it is one of such unmixed and 
thoraugh , depravity. When an individual, has la- 
boured so diligently, as this defendant has done, 
.ta reflect dishonour on the country which sent 
faim forth on a message of goodness and peace, as 
.well as on the sacred order of ^hich he is an un- 
worthy meoiber ; it is well that there is no chance 



a£ aily^. aeoortiiMsnt i£ compassioft: sttising tj^; inteii- 
icept ohr mitigate; t]ke fighal veugeafUQer wjbiah i^ 
toeoesswy to .Yindicable.tbe one: and purify tfa^ 
4>theT^ ' When soi indiyiduaf hai displayed so 
cruel and wanton a ocintempt, ias this disfei^daaM; 
Jasss done, fi3iri:he best feelings of others^, it is iv^ell 
that there happens not to fae a single featuve. kx 
^the wfaoie of his conduct^ Yrhich can make you 
regret that you haire it in your power to tea^ 
him trliat it is to £eel both acutely and permfh 
nently. The guilt which you have to puni3h»: l^^ 
da it a feature oif almost every crime lender 
heaven ; it seems as if the defendant had, on the 
brarken tablet of the decalogud^ whetted the 
dagger for the social assassination, which he h^s 
committed. Gentlemen, you convict for obtain- 
ing goods undet* false pretences ; here is a man, 
who, by means of the falsest protestations, hits 
swindled an innocent and confiding female out of 
her chief treasure — her afiections, and repaid her 
only with cruelty and' scorn. You convict for 
treason; here is the vilest disloyalty to the 
gentlest of all dominions — that of friendship and 
love. You convict for homicide ; here is the hand 
that has murdered family peace. You convict 
for blasphemy ; here is the name of the Deity ih- 
'^ked again and agam — by one, too, whi» ministers 
ux ills temples^— to sanction the most damning 
violations; of truth, honour, and good biih. Gen* 
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-tietnenv I call cm ^ou by all your obligations^ 
public, private, moral, and religious —by the 
hearth profaned — by the ' home made sorrowful 
— by national character tarnished — by the 
cianons of the living God impiously contemned, — 
to mark by your verdict this day, your horror at 
this unequalled complication of iniquity. And 
believe me, that when the hand that records that 
verdict shall be dust, and the tongue that asks 
it'^traceless in the grave, many a happy homeland 
well-tended flock will bless its consequences; 
'many an anxious father wrill still point td the 
immortal lesson which it taught, — that to be faith- 
ful to one's obligations, is still the surest way 
to lasting happiness and honour. 

Evidence for the Prosecution, 

Mr. Chitty then proceeded to examine the following 
witnesses for the prosecution : 

Mr. Alexander Dick. — You are acquainted with the 
defendant, the Rev. Alexander Fletcher? — Yes; I have 
known him since I was a boy, and, at one time, ivas in 
- habits of the closest friendship with him. 

That was, 1 believe, when Mr. Fletcher Was a student 
at the univei'sity of Glasgow ? — Yes. 

Was Mr. Fletcher a frequent visitor^ at that time, in 
your father's family ? — He was. 

In what capacity did he visit ? — As a friend. 

Was it not as. a suitor to one of your sisters ?— ^Not for 
a considerable time, certainly, I know that, from the 
first, he evinced a strong regard for my sister, Eliza, 
but two or three years, at least, must have elapsed be* 
fore be was looked upon in the light of her suitor. 

When he at length professed himself her admirer, did 
your parents approve of bis addi'esses?-^l cannot say 
that tbey approved of them entirely. They left my sister 
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to decide' for hei-self; but as Mr. Fletcher was a very 

J[Oung man, and without any fortune or settlement ia 
ife, they recommended, I believe, that she should delay^ 
for a time, forming any definitive engagement with him. 

When were they considered definitively engaged ?— 
Not sooner, I think, than the end of J811, or beginning 
of 1812; it' was after Mr. Fletcher had received a call 
to London. 

Were they to have been married in 1812? — No, 
not in 1812; but, in the summer of that year, Mr. 
Fletcher paid a visit to Glasgow, when it was finally 
arranged, that the marriage should take place some time 
in the following year. Mr. Fletcher was to be occupied 
in the meanwhile, in making preparations for the recep- 
tion of my sister. 

Did your sister receive any communication from' Mr. 
Fletcher, shortly after bis return to London ? — Yes ; she 
received a letter from him, in which he stated a number 
of difficulties with which he found himself unexpectedly 
surrounded. He mentioned, in particular, that he would 
^ have to build a house, and for that purpose to borrow 
m'one)', the idea of which seemed to give him great 
distress. 

What answer did your sister return to this letter ?•— 
She wrote to him, that he ' ought by no means to run 
himself into debt on her account, and that it would be 
better to defer the marriage for a year or too longer. 

What reply did Mr. Fletcher make ? — He replied in a 
very dissatisfied, upbraiding, and categorical manner, 
that hehad formed a resohition, or made a vow, — I forget 
which — that the marriage should take place at the ap- 
pointed time or never, and he accused my sister of want 
of affection in proposing any delay. 

Was your sister also favoured, about the same time, 
with an epistle from Jean Fletcher, the sister of the 
defendant ?— She was : with a very abusive and scur- 
jilous one. 

Was your sister previously acquainted with this lady I 
— ^No ; she had only heard of her from her brother. 

What effect had this letter on your sister ? — She felt 
that she had been used most unhandsomely and cruelly, 
both. by Mr. Fletcher and his sister; and therefore sig- 
nified to him that she must d^Scline any farther corres- 
pondence. 
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Was this with the approbation of her femily ? — Yesj 
with the approbation of every one ctf us. 

Did the correspondence after this cease entirely?— 
Yes, entirely. 

It was renewed, however, I believe, some time after. 
Can you tell ns at what period ? — In 1823. 

Had your sister no communication during the ten 
years that intervened with Mr. Fletcher? — f may say 
none whatever. She met him once at a promiscuous 
party in Glasgow] and once shook hands with him, upon 
accidentally encountering him in Etlinburgh ; but with 
these exceptions, she had no farther intercourse with him. 

It was Mr. Fletcher, of course, who made overtures 
for a renewal of the correspondence? — Yes; on the 
13th 6f February, 1823, my sister received a letter from 
him, soliciting an interview with her in July following, 
when he intended to be in Scotland on a mission ftom 
the London Missionary Society, and that she would, in 
the meantime, correspond with him.-^[Produces the 
letter.*] 

Did your sister conseijt to renew the correspondence ? 
— Yes. 

What happened after this ? — After a number of letters 
had passed between them, it was at length agreed that 
they should be married when Mr, Fletcher came down 
to Scotland. September was fixed by himself. 

Have you any of these letters with you ? — Yes. 

Produce them. 

Witness produced two letters from the defendant of 
the 22d of May, and 13th of June, I823,t 

Was the marriage now considered as a perfectly set- 
tled affair in your family? — Yes;* it was. We. looked 
upon it as a matter absolutely and unequivocally fixed. 
All our friends and cofmexions were informed of it ; and 
some of them have told me, that they actually purchased 
articles intended as marriage presents to my sister. 

Did your sister receive a letter some time in June, 
1823^ from a Mrs. Jean Pirie, of London, warning het 
that Mr. Fletcher was likely to encounter sonae opposition 
to his wishes, on the part of his sisters? — Yes. — [Witness 
here produced the letter, with Miss Dick's answer. J] 
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And witbia a few days tiftef,'did {4ie rtoeivfe a leUtr 
from Mr. Fletcher himself^ mentioniag tIiat.oil^aopl;her 
account entirely, namely, tine conduct of bis brother 
Robert, be fek hims^ oompletely outfitted for eaiirj^ng 
on the correspondence any longer ?r— She, did ; the Jettefr^ 
which I havQ with me, is. dated the 23d of June, — [^ro» 
duces tlie letter.*] ♦ • 

What answer did your sister make to this .oeminuiiieat 
tion ? — She expressed herself at a lose to comprehend 
why the conduct of Mr. Fletcher's brother should be any 
obstacle to their union, and pressed for the ful&lment of 
fais engagement. No coJ>y of her l^ter was preserved^ 
but 1 have here a statement of its contents, written and 
attested by ray sister.-r [Produces the i^atement«f] 

When did your sister bear again from Mr. Fletcher P-rr 
Not till the 7th of July, when she received a letter fm» 
him, in which be dropped all allusion to his brother'* 
eonduet, but said, that in consequence of the aversion of 
his sisters, he could not enter into the eom^eadon. — [Pro* 
duces the letter. J] 

Your sister, I dare say, was much hurt by the de- 
fendant's conduct? — She was, indeed; nothing could 
exceed the state of distress into which it threw her. 

Did your father then interfere ? — ^Yes ; he felt himself 
imperiously called on to do so. On th^ 7th of July, he 
wrote to Mr. Fletcher, insisting that he shouW fulfil his 
engagement; and intimating, that if he did not, die 
affair should not end as it had done before. — [Produces a 
€opy^^^he letter.§] 

Did Mr. Fletcher make any reply to this letter*? — No; 
not to my father, at least. On the 17th of July, however^ 
he wrote an angry letter to my sister, in which he affect^ 
ed great surprise and displeasure .at my father's interr 
ference, and stated^ that on that accpuut alone, he could 
no longer think of the connexion. — [Produces the 
letter ||.] 

Did your sister write to Mr. Fletcher, at all agaio^ 
after the receipt of his letter oi* the 7* <rf July ?— Yes, 
once again, two days before she received the letter I hare 

: ^ ' ' " ( 
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last menttoned^ of tbe 17th of July— it was a last appieal, 
[Produces a eopy of the letter-*] 

Did Mr. Fletcher make any reply to it ? — ^None* 

What proceedings were then suiopted ? — In tlie begins 
uing of August, I came to London for the purpose of 
seeing Mr. Fletcher personally, and coming to a definite 
understanding. A\) my attempts, however, to obtain an 
interview with him were unavailing ; and the only satis- 
&ction I could obtain, was a long letter from him, in 
which he attempted to show, that he had done nothing 
in the affair with my sister, but what conscience and 
duty required, and offercd to Submit his conduct to any 
two ministers in Scotland or England. — [Produces the 
letter. t] — ^I returned for answer, that his letter con- 
tained only a repetition of former excuses ; that I saw it 
was not his iiitention to act honourably to my sister, and 
that I therefore considered myself and my friends at full 
liberty to take measures to vindicate her rights.— [Pro-* 
duces a copy of the answer. J] 

Cross-examined by Mr, Scarlett. 

You have said, that you do not think there was any 
definitive engagement between your sister and Mr, 
Fletcher, sooner than 1811 or 1812, after Mr. Fletcher 
had received a call^ as you term it, to London, and that 
it was agreed this marriage should take place some time 
in the following year. Are you quite sure that there was 
no earlier ertgagement ? — I do not believe there was any; 
as far as my own knowledge goes, there was not. 

Did you never hear that, even after Mr, Fletcher had 
obtained a comfortable establishment in London, and 
after your sister had agreed to take him for better and' for 
worse, she declined having him, not because she had any 
objections, but because his relations were not respect- 
able ? — ^I never did; Mr. Fletcher's relations are highly 
' respectable. 

You have mentioned a letter which Miss Jean Fletcher 
wrote to your sister— What notice did your sister take 
of it ? i do not mean to Miss Fletcher, but to her bro- 
ther. Was it in some such terms as these : — " Sir, I have 
^ just received a letter from a woman calling herself Jean 
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FJetcber. ; Who is this woman, who is in poss^SGloitof 
thi$ ininute statement of facts ? > No doubt some mis* 
cieant walking the streets of London. Who gave her 
tl^is miiiute statement of facts? Is itthe honourable 
h)ah whojn she calls her brother ? If she is your sister^ 
thank God, she shall never be mine/' 

'. I have heard my sister speak in very indignant terms 
of Miss Fletcher's letter ; and I have no doubt that she ex- 
pressed her mind on the subject to Mr, F., but that it was 
in such terms as these I do not believe;. 

You have told us,^that when Mr. FJetcher started. cer- 
tain difficulties in 1813, your sister wrote to him, pro- 
posing that the marriage should be deferred /or a year or 
two, longer. Will you swear. Sir, that the words she used 
ivere not something like these, that " if poverty came 
in after marriage, it ought to be borne ; but to run into 
it with her eyes open, was a thing she was resolved not 
to do; that she was, at present, in the bosom of au 
affectionate father's family, in affluence and comfort, and 
that she meant to consult ker own interest^ and remain 
where she was for three years to come?" 

I will swear, that I do not believe my sister ever wrote- 
any thing of the kind. 



Mr. Chitty submitted, that if the defendant 
meant to found any thing on these letters, he was 
bound to produce them. 
* Chief Justice. — Most certainly. 

Mr. Scarlett. — Let us only be on equal terms* 
The substance of several letters has been sworn to- 
by this witness, which have not been produced 
though received by Miss Dick. 

Chief, Justice. — Yes, brother Scarlett ; but 
then there is no denial that these letters were sent, 
, and that the witness's statement of their contents 
is correct. You pretend here to quote passages or 

E 
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a very extraoFdinary tenor from certain letters or 
Miss Dick, and the witness swears he does not Re- 
lieve she erer wrote .any thing of the kind. Surely, . 
the only way to settle the point, is to produce the 
letters themselves. Is it not strange that you do not t 

Mr. Scarlett. — ^We may have our reasons for 
not producing them. 

Chief Justice. — Yes; and it is on that very 
account, that we ought to pay no regard to what 
you say of their contents, till you do produce them. 

<Cross*exaniioation resumed by Mr. Scarlett. 
You have stated, that you cani^ to town in August^ . 
for the purpose of coming to a definitive understanding 
with Mr. Fletcher, but could not obtain an interview . 
with him. I wish to know, Sir, whetlier Mr. Fletcher, 
was the first person, in London, you applied to on. the. 
subject^. after your arrival ?-r-I arrived in London on the 
evening of Saturday, the 2d of August; and,. on the 3d^. 
being Sunday, I sent a note to Mr. Fletcher, announcing 
my arrival, and soliciting an early interview. 

Come, Sir, no fencing with me ; ypu know very well 
that this is no answer to my question. But to assist your 
' cohiprehension a little, I will put it in a different shape. 
Pray, Sii\ who delivered the. note to Mr. Fletcher, . of: 
which you have just spoken ? — One of the managers, of 
his chapel. 

Oh 1 one of his managers. So then, you went to his 
uians^ers first of ail, and told them, I suppose, a fiae 
story about the conduct of their minister. I should not 
be surprised if you showed them some of the pretty love- 
letters you have produced to iis to->day? — I did* 

And that you thought perfectly delicate and honour- 
able ?-^Yes ; under the circumstances izt which I was 
placed* I must beg leave to explaiii. The first of Mr* 
Fletchei*'s managers I saw was Mr. Pirie, the husband 
of the liady who wrote the warning letter I b^fbre men- 
thmed to my sister.. He told me t|)«t.Mr.. Etsicber^ 
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djehibjn London* knew little oPthe. affair between tHat 
gentleman and my sister^ beyond what. they bad gathered^ 
from Mr. Fletcher and bis near relations ; but that, if a 
Mr. M'Crone, a brother-in-law off^In F.% might be bo^ 
Ufived, it was my sister who commenced thevsecojid (K)r-. 
respondence, and had, in fact, made a tender of her 
hand; and that if Mr. F: himself might be believed, be^ 
bad never fiiity committed himself with Mitgs Dickt I fdt^ 
naturally indignant at statements so contrary to the 
truth, and, I believe, told Mr. Pirie, that I was sure he 
must have misunderstood botll Mr, M'Cixine and Mr. 
Fletcher, for that they never could have said- any thing 
so false and injurious. Several. ^f Mr. Pirte-s felJOw- 
managers, however, came to me afterwards, and con- . 
firmed every word he had said. One of them, in par- 
ticular, mentioned, that on pointedly questioning Mr. P. 
whether he had gone so far as not to be able to re- 
tract with honour, Mr. F. answered, that he did not" 
liiink he had at ail committed himself. What then, 
was I to do ? Not only was my sister wounded in her^ 
feelings — 

Mr. ScARLEtT. — ^No arguing, if you please. Sir, — ^leaye^ 
Aat to my learned friends and me. Confine yourself to 
facts. What did you do ? 

In justice to my sister, I showed such extracts ftinxt 
Mr. Fletcher's letters, as served to contradict in the most 
direct manner, his qualified account of his engagement,' 
and the assertion of Mr. M^Crone, that my sister had^ 
offered her hand. 

When was this ? Was it qfler yoti had made every^ 
endeavour to see Mr. Fletcher himself, but in vain ? — ' 
No ; it was on the Sunday immediately after my arrival, 

What ! the very day after you came to town, and be- 
fore you had even announced- to Mr. Fletcher that you 
had arrived ? — ^Yes. • 

And this you call acting in a way likely to aeeompliish 
your object !, You came to town to try and settle mat-* 
tiers, personally, with Mr. Fletcher, and before seeing^ 
him, expose his confidential letter to your sister !^ 

I did not. conceive ^ that any delicacy towardi^ Mr, 
Fletcher should prevent me from exhibitkig hi» qwvl^ 
written refutation of the calumnies which heaml hi^^ 
friends had been the meansof eilxmkitkig'agakistmysister', 

£2 
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Chief Justice.— But pray, Mr. Scarlett, >vhat 
has all this to do with the question of the breach 
of promise ? You are examining the witness as 
to circumstances which all occurred posterior to 
the defendant's refusal to fulfil his engagement, 
and which, you are aware, can furnish no pallia- 
tion of that offence, 

Mr. Scarlett. — I have done, my Lord. 

' Examined by the Jury. 

* .. By Sir Walter Scott. — Pray, what were the ages of 
your sister and Mr. Fletcher, when the former proposed, 
in li312, to defer the marriage, as you say, for a year or 
two longer, or, as the defendant says> for three yeai's? I 
think it is of some importance to ascertain this, for we all 
know ^^ with whom time gallops withal." 

Mr. Galt. — Or, as our country proverb. Sir Walter, 

says, that " dochters and dead fish are nae keeping ware/' 

, They were about the same age., Mr. Fletcher would, 

at the end even of three years' delay, not have been more 

than twenty-five. 

By Mr. Thomas Moore. — ^Was the attachment, on the 
part of your sister, a very ardent one ?—L thought, ex- 
tremely so. 

By Mr. Thomas Campbell. — Had she conquered that 
attachment after the first rupture, or did she still look 
forward to the possibility of a reconciliation ? 

Mr. Rogers.— My friend means, did she indulge in the 
Pleasures of Hope? 

I think she did ; her aifection for Mr. Fletcher was^cer- 
tainly never wholly eradicated. 

By Mr. Rogers. — And she still, I presume, feels keenly 
the injury which had been done her? 
. Mr. Campbell. — My friend means, Sir, that Memory 
has no Pfea^ure^ for her. 
. It has not. 

By Mr. Kirkman Finlay. — ^What was in the lass's 
he^d, or in yours, Sir, or your father's, either, that made 
ye listen to the callan a second time ? Syve^yq might 
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haekent better than to expect ony good to come o't. 
Did your mither never tell ye, that His shame fa' the man 
that cheats ye ance^ but shame fa' yoursel if be cheats 
you twice? 

We thought that, in the first instance, Mr. F. acted 
under the influence of his sisters^ and did not blame him 
so much as them. 

Mrs. Piriey wife of Mr. John Phiey merchant^ London, 
examined by Mr. Chitty. 

Are you acquainted with the defendant, the Rev. Alex- 
ander Fletcher ? — Oh, Ikenhimweel; it was my Chris- 
tian preevilege, Sir, to be under Iiis meenistry for the feck 
o' twal years or mair. My gudeman was treasurer to his 
congregation, and a manager forbye; 

Do you recollect of Mr. Fletcher's consulting jrou about 
some difficulties that had come in the way of his marriage 
with Miss Dick, of Glasgow ? — Fu' weel do I. Tse tell ye 
a' about it. An intimate frien' o' ours, and o' the meenis- 
ter's too, ane Mrs. Dykes, cam to me on Sunday, the 15th 
o' June, at the skai'ling o' the kirk, and told me tht 
mcenister wanted to speak to me. Qn this, I gaed into 
the vestry, when Mr. Fletcher trysted me to meet him on 
the Tuesday following, as he had something very par- 
ticular to say to me. Sae, to be sure, I met him on the 
Tuesday — ye'U no be for speirin' tuAar, I suppose? 

Mr. Scarlett. — Oh yes, good lady, let us have all 
about it. 

Weel, since I maun tell ye, I met him at the house o* 
my gudeman. {A laugh.) Mi's. Pirie, says he, I ken ye to 
be a godly and discreet woman, an' ane wha has a gi*eat 
frien'ship for your meenister. I would trust you abooa 
ony body I ken in a' Lunnan. I'm come, therefore, to 
Open my mind to you about a very delicate piece of busi- 
ness. Ye maun ken, that about ten years bygane, I was- 
in luve wi' a dochter o' Dr. Dick's o' Glasgow, and about 
to be married till her, whan my sister Jean, wha didna 
like the leddy/ wrote her sic a deeabolical letter, that the 
leddy flew aiT in a rage, and wad hae naething mair to 
«ay to me. Howsomever, we've lately forgathered again^ 
and it 's a' settled that we shall be married in September | 
but here's what I want your advice about. My sisters, 
Fbemy and Kate, have fand out what is gan forward, and 
are so dour about it^ that I'm afraid they'll be writing Mi89 
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'Bkik^a^Je&a did befora^ and «poil a' a seeoad dcae. Now 
wh«t d' yB'thiiiky my dear^Mrs. PiiHa^ slKHild l>e.duiie in 
tliis cUstnessiog perdieament ? Wad ye he for rea$onin' 
wi' the lassies? ** Reasonin' wi' them/' said 1, ^^^set 
ftiena-Up wi' reasMiftiii') indeed, what right bae theysto'be 
r^asoned wi' in the biisiness? Canna their brother think 
for himsel? Vl\ tell ye what, Mr. Fletcher, Fd advise 
you to ^o; It niaybe vradna 'hike just sae weel for you 
to be writin' to Miss Dick ony .ill about your sisters^ 
but 'you can get -some frien' to write to the leddy in 
confidenee, telling ber how ye stand wi' them, and 
t^arnin' . her no to mkid ony thing they may tak it i^nto 
their faead« to say anent the business/' ^VMy con- 
science! Mrs. Pirie,? saki the meenister to me, "but 
iJBiAtrs an excellent vthought— I kent you would advise 
Me (&t the best* " And now, mem,"«ay8 the meenister, " if 
ymi would only be yoursel the kind frien'ihat wad write 
the letter ye sae di^reetly recommend to Miss Dick, I 
lirad be mair behaden to you than tongue can tell.'' 
*/ Atweel I'se do that," says I Ho the meenister j "i^nd 
be unco glad to render.ye sic a service; Miss Dick is o' 
II braw: family, wad it's a connexion will do you meikle 
ciedit." 

fi'And so you did write to Miss Dick on the subject ?**— 
Troth, I'did; a letter enteei*ely o' my ain composin'^ My 
gudoman did itae ken a word about it. And when I sent 
a copy o't to the meenister, by our frien', Mre, Dykes, 
he JSinkl .-that naething could hae been better dune^— Na 
IfjBt went and put it into the post-office hin^el. 
. Did Miss Dick sepd any answer to your letter ?-^D'ye 
think she >wad hae been sae uncivil as no to do that? 
$he wrote to me, heggin' me to accept her warmest 
thaiiks for my frien'ly letter^ and saying, tliat a' 4bat 
Mr.. Fletcher's sisters could say or do, sboukl faae.aae 

, influence wliatever on her; mind^ 

Pid yjQu show itbat answer to Mr. Fletcher ?— •! sent it 
QUt^to the nieenisteiythenioment I received it; and tbe 
neist time I «aw him, he gave it me back, observin', by 
ttie .way, o' .MitssDick^ that- her answer was written just 

IBcehersel. 
' Had you any farther coRretspondenoe' with the Dkdc 
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•Mfss Letzy.Diek, the meenister's intended, but firae 
iiel\y Dtek, her sister; and eh, Sh-s!. sic a letter! I 
eoaldna, Sir, believe my ain een 'when I read it. To 
•tbiiik that tny gnde and pious meenister could be guilty 
o' »ic dupleecity ! Wad you orony body" believe -it,.. 
'Sir, It Unrned out, frae what Miss Nelly Dick^aid, that 
-after a' 1 had been saying, her sister had rereiveda letter 
*lrae the ineenister, in which he said'naething at a' about 
4he ruinpaging o' his twa sisters, but pretended that 
^oo account o' the pranks o' his madcap britlrer Robert, 
«iie <X)uld nae mair think o' carrying on the corres- 
pondence wi' Miss Dick ony longer, than o' fkein' in the 
air! Now ye maun ken. Sir, that a' thae pranks about 
iwbich the meenister made sic^a fuss to Miss Dick, had 
) happened afore he opened his mind to me, as he pre- 
tended on the subject, and yet he never ance men- 
Honed that they were ony obstacle — as how could they ? 
to his marryin' the leddy! Weel, Sir, I was sae con- 
foonded to think that the meenister shouM play fiist «nd 
^loose'-in this way, — ^siiying ae thing to mey and anither 
*to Miss Dick^-^makin' a fule o' the young leddy, and o' 
me too, as it war-*-that I ran, at ance, into the countin^- 
iKmse to my gudeman, and tellM him the hale story, 
^And surpreezM he was, ye may be suiie, to hear it.. 
^ OhV «aid^John, "that sic a chief in God's Israail should 
ever hae behaved sae. Alas! how is the g^ld become dim, . 
bow is the most refined gold changed ! We m'ust oa' a 
*iueetm' o' 80«me friends, my dear, and see wliat's to be 
'done tapreserve the mceiiister, if possiWe, fi'ae sae Wae- 
^fii' a bockslidin'/' We sent, accordingly, hr tw^ ither 
o' Mr. Fletcher's maist intimate frieti's, ^and went owr 
ift' the paHic^ilai's o' the case to them. Whan it Was agreed 
v'^HiKatt^ us, nemine comine, as my g«deman says, tbit 
the meenister was wantin^ to tiego<wk the yoiMug ieddy, 
'^lattd' that a^ friends to him, aYid mesftbers o' his congre- 
gation, it behoved US! to remonstrate wi' him on the 
imhj^U fAnd sae they deputed me*— behag in a way 
pree viieged to speak to him about it — bavin' made me lib 
-ocmfidene, ye ken — to do what was proper on ifae oasasioa. 
t J^ you /see Mr. iFletieher> llieOy on the swbgect?-^ 
/Y«a;:*me^in||^ him intbe vestry^roomoCtbekirk, I told 
him what sort o' letter I had received frae Miss Nelly 
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Dick, and how. surpreezed we a* \rar, that he should 
think now o' breakin' aff hU engagement. JL expostu- 
lated wV him a' that I was able, and entreated him to 
^conseeder weel the consequences^ baith to tl>e leddy and 
K]iitiisel, if he did nae do as honour and duty requeered o' 
^liim; " O say nae mair aboot it," said the meenister, at 
vrkngth and lang, " I'll no deny, but what I'm bound in 
^honour and conscience to marry the leddy, and God 
knows I like her weel. I was just writing a letter to 
her, to set matters a' right again ; but I was ca'd awa' 
in the midst o't to speak a word o' comfort to Tarn Lang* 
lands, the miller, wha^s now, puir sinner, reapin' a crap 
' o' his ain jsawin ; but I'll hae it finished, and sent aif by 
. the morn's post" — rand sae we parted. 

Do you know whether he ever sent the letter, which 

^ lie promised to do ?— Na, I am sure he never did. Whan 

-doon in Scotland, some time since, seein' my frien's, 

. JVIiss Dick told me, that every letter she received after 

•that, was mair unkind and cruel than anither. 

Cross -examined by Mr, Scarlett. 

Do you remember, Madam, receiving a letter from 
Mr. Fletcher, about the beginning of July, 1823, saying 
that he wished to have no more of your interference in 
this affair ? — Atweel he did ; his note was dated the 3d 
of July;- but ye's tak this alang wi' you,. Sir, it was 
written on the' same day that he wrote a letter to Miss 
vDick, putting an end to the aifair athegither. 
Examined by the Jury. 

By Mr. Galt. — If I may be sae bauld, Mem, as to speir, 
is it the custom wi' folks o' your persuasion, to sit in 
'^conclave in the way ye hae described, on the sinfii' 
doings of their neighboui-s ? — ^Atweel is it. 

What! ev'ry little bit o* sculduddery that ye can 
>lay your ban's on?-^Ay, Sir, ev'ry thing affecking the 
•peurity o' ane's life an* conversation ! . ^ 

Gude guide us, leddy, ye maun then be a very godly 
people, or ye hae a great deal to do ! 

Nae that meikle to do either. Sir, nor sae very godly,. 
I am wae to say. 

But how d^ye contrive, Mem, to punish .your evil- 
doers ? — O, fu' brawly, Sir ! First, ye see, we admonish 
them ', ncist we rebeuk tbemj and gin a' that winna do> 
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then 'vre excommunicat them— ^turn them out o' .the 
fauld, as it war-^and keep them out till they repent. 6' 
their sins, and show themselves deservitf o' bein' re- 
stored to kirk preevil^ges. 

But surely, Mem^ye dinna veesit ev'ry little prank. a 
man mae be guilty o' wi' sic severity as this. . Not that 
I wud ca' Mr. Fletcher's a mere prank, but, for example's 
sake, noo ; suppose I war ane o' your persuasion, and that, 
by way o' frolic, I war to write a beiik — ^I write beuks^ 
ye kien — ^Ti'hich might be caM no just the thing in a re- 
ligious point o' view, wad I be taken owr the coals for 
that, and rebeuked before a hale congregation ?— Troth, 
wud ye. Sir ! And if I'm no mista'en, there's a^ gentle- 
man near you can tell you frae his aiu ekperience 
something about it. 

Wha do you mean, Mem ? 

Mr. Blackwood. — My stars! my Lord, what has a' this 
to do wi* the case in ban' ? 

Mr. Galt. — ^Be quiet now. Bailie, and ye'll see — I was 
speirin', Mem, wha ye meant ? 

Just Bailie Blackwood himsel, Sir. 

Mr. Blackwood, — Had I kent this — — 

Mr. Galt, — ^You wudna hae come here, I suppose. 
Bailie. But go on, Mem. 

Iv'e nae wish. Sir, to gie offence, but I'm sure thie 
Bailie minds weel hoo he was ta'en in hand for makin' a 
mockery o' the Haly Scriptures in his Magazine, and how ' 
they wudna bapteeze his bairn till he stood in the kirk to 
be rebeuked for his sinfu' conduct. 

Wud ye mind the name o' the thing ye speak o', Mem, 
were I to tell you 't? Was it thie Chaldee Manuscript ?— 
The vary same. Sir. 

Weel, that's strange ! I never kent till noo, that my, 
frien', the Bailie, was the author o' that wicked pro- 
duction. 

Haud a wee there, Sir ! I wasna saying he wrote it. 
-^JHSm write it! — He's but a Bailie. — {Great laughter,) 
— Na, na ; it was written, as I have heard, by some of the 
waefu' wags o' writer chicls and sang-makers that come 
about him. But then ye ken it was the Bailie wha pooh- 
lished it, and, what is war, he pooblished it just to put a 
leetlesiller in his poiich. Did ye ever hear 6' sic sacrelege? 
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'for.this heinous ofienee) been restored to ins kirk pree- 
-vHeges wi' yon ? — Restored, Sir ! Aye was he, and tiad 
his bairn bapteezed like a daeent Christian. But I 'm 
tbiiikin^ his iTpentance hadna been just as sincere biA he 
pretended.. For sune after, he seceded frae our cow- 
<nexion, and now I dinna ken that he belangs to ony per- 
tSiiasioi) ava. 

. Mr. MooRB. — A pretty ^connexion yours is, Ma^am^ 
4br a literary man to belong to ! I should like to know 
how many writers of note you have amongst you ? 
, Hoo mony writers o' note amang us ! Let me see : the 
^ioas and godiy Ralph £rskine -s ane, and the saunted Mr» 
?Brown q' Haddington 's anither-— but stay — now that I 
mind, baith they great men are dead ; and it's about 
leevin' worthies ye^-e speerin', I reckon ? 

'Mr.'MooRB, — ^Yes, Ma'am ; name us some living wor- 
thies, if you please. 

Weel, there's Dr. Jariieson. 

Mr. MooHE. — A mere dictionary-maker. 

And Dr. M^Crie. . 

Sir Walter Scott. — Forgive me, Madam; the/name 
of Dr. M*Crie is one M'hich does honour to Scottish lite- 
rature ; but you forget that the Doctor has refused ti> 
have any connexion with your Associate Synod. 
' There's no denying that, Sir Walter; but ye ken the 
'Doctor 's o' the Secession kirk for o' that ; a thrivin' aflp- 
^shoot^as it^were, o' the parent tree. But lettin' alane the 
Doctor, and forbye Dr. J^ieson, there's the gude Doctor 
*Bick himsel, and the Rev. Mr. Langgrace, o' Kittlema^ 
'«uits,wbase Cordial for Contrite Spirits has been my bosom 
companion for mony a year, and the Rev. Ebenezer Samp- 
ison,<the fitmous poet. 

Mr. MooRu. — Ebenezer Sampson, the poet ! I.'nevfr 
heard of such a name. 

Mr.CAMPBBLu— ^Nor I. 

Mr. fioGERs. — P^ii^mson, I suppose, the witness 
iMans. {J laugh.) 

And there'^ John Inverarity, ruling elder, whosfe book 
'On Ceevic Economy, ns my gndeman- tells me,. dings your 
l>oetor Chalmers a' to pieces; mnd'Elspeth Sangster, the 
iMttion o' the Hittside Melodies, aud^ the Rev. Mrs. lQisfa«- 
maclaver, whase Sunday Nights Conversation?, I'm sure^ 
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Ogle- 
Mr. MooRB« — Enough! enough! Ma*ara, An eur 
lightened persuasion truly that has such, a host of illus*- 
trious names to boast of! Its Sampsons^ its Sangsters^ its 
Klishmaclavers, and its great Doctor Ogle ! O blessed 
effect of Presbyterian inquisition 1 

Mr. Rogers. — I think a good deal of time has been 
wasted (very pleasantly, to be sure) in examining this 
witness about what is very little to the purpose. I must 
trouble her, however, with one question, farther, which 
I wonder has escaped my friend, Mr. Moore. — Pray 
Madam, do any of the Fudge Family belong to your 
.connexion ? {A laugh.) 

Na, na,Sir; we're a' Solemn League and Covenant folks. 
Mr. Blackwood. — ^As my name (dag on 't !) has been 
very onnecessarily dragged into this buziness — and for 
the same I canna say I 'm muckle behaden to my frien' 
Mr. Gait — ^I maun beg leave to offer a few words by way 
o* explanation. It is vary true I was mysel a seceder 
yince, and that the bigotted bodies made me stand on 
the stool for my consarn wi' that piece o' deevilry, the 
^Cbaldee Manuscript; but it's no true, as thegude leddy here 
asserts — God forgie her ! — that I pooblished it merely to pit 
money in my pocket. You a' ken, I suppose, that it was 
Jamie Hogg, the loon,- that wrote the thing; (for which, 
and mair forbye that shall be nameless, the cutty-<stoql 
wud hae suited him a hautle better than me.) But it's 
quite ooriknown boo I was plagued and teazed by Jamie 
and the lave at Ambrose's before I wud gie my consent 
.to its appearin'. I did nae muekle mind the shepherd'^ 
threatenin'^ to tak' his sheep in future to Newcastle 
(though, to be sure, there 's few better comes to Embray), 
nor yet Colin the tiger's threat to make a Saugur pie 
6' my carcase gin I refused; nor even a hint frae the 
^Ensign aboot bein' a flae in my lug as lang as I ieeved. 
But whan the Doctor (dagon *t!) told me that iflvvad nae 
print the arteecle, he M^ad get Wadsworth to mak me 
the hero o' his neist six volumes in quartb. Oh graa- 
shious ! I could stand out nae langer. I tauld the Doc- 
tor that rather than be buried alive in that way, I wad 
consent to ony thinjg; be liked. An' this, believe me, 6en- 
Uemeij^ is the real and true account o' the matter. ... 
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Mr. John Pine examined by Mr. ChUiy. 

You were for some years, I believe, one of the mana- 
gers and treasurers of Mr. Fletcher's congregation ?—rI 
was for a good many years. 

And on terms of intimacy with Mr. Fletcher? — Of 
great intimacy. 

Do you remember of hearing, some time in the month 
of June, 1823, of a projected marriage between Mr. F. 
and Miss Dick ?^ — ^I do ; I heard of it from my wife eiirly 
in June, and was extremely glad to i-eceive the intelli- 
gence. It appeared to me a most desirable union, in 
«very point of view, and one which was sure to give 
satisfaction to the whole of his congregation. 

Did you think the match would be equally agreeable 
to Mr. Fletcher's own immediate relations ? — I had soon 
every reason to believe, that it would be quite the 
reverse. I found that his sisters, who resided with him, 
were endeavouring, by all possible means, to prevent 
the marriage, and that Mr. F.'s relations, generally, were 
much averse to it. About the middle of June, I received 
a letter from Mr. M'Crone, a brother-in-law of Mr. 
Fletcher's, requesting me to procure the settlement of 
some money matters between Mr. F. and his sisters, pre- 
vious to the intended marriage, of which he took occasion 
to speak in very harsh terms. 

Do you know what were the objections of Mr. Fletcher 
to the match ? — As stated by Mr. M*Crone, the chief ob- 
jection was, that the lady had, many yeai"s ago, rejected 
Mr. Fletcher with scorn, and ill-treated his relations ; 
and that when unable to do better, she now came for- 
waixl with the offer of her hand, which Mr. F. was silly 
enough to accept. 

Did they object to the connexion as a disreputable 
one? — Oh, by no means! Mr. M^Crone owned, that it 
was quite the revei-se, but, objected to the Dicks, be- 
cause, as he said, they thought " more highly of them- 
selves than all the Fletchei-s or M'Crones on earth."— 
(Laughter.) — " Consequently,'* said he, " I consider Mr. 
Fletcher a lost brother to us all !" — {Much laughter,)-^ 

Have you that letter with you ?— ^I have. — Produce it. 

[Witness produced the letter.*] 

Wh&t answer did you make to Mr. M^Crone?— I told 

* Appendix, A, No. 7. 
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lAm, that if Mr. Fletcher had committed: himgelf in any 
degree to the young lady, and in consequence of the in- 
terference of his sisters, or any relations on earth, «hould 
drawback — ^from that moment I should fear bis useful- 
ness as a minister, and his character, as a man, would be 
at an end. 

Did Mr. M^Grone make any reply to your letter ? — 
Yes; he replied, that if Mr. Fletcher had entirely, of his 
own accord, brought matters a certain length, it would, in- 
deed; be- " drawing back to perdition,'* were he not to 
fulfil his engagement ; but, if, as fame reported, the lady 
made the fii^t advances, in that case, he thought Mr* 
Fletcher's drawing back might admit of explanation* 
{Prodtices the letter,*) 

- Did your wife, about the same time, inform you of a 
correspondence, on the subject, which she had with Mis» 
Dick and her sister ? — She did. 

[The witness was then examined at length, touching 
the subsequent particulars already detailed in evidence, 
by Mi's. Pirie and Mr. Alexander Dick, all of which he 
fully confirmed.] 

Cross^exarmned by Mr. Scarlett. 

Besides what you have told us. Sir, of .your answer to 
Mr. M^Crone, did you not say to him, tha.t if Mr. Fletcher 
refused to marry Miss Dick, you would place yourself m 
the front of the battle against him ? — I did say I would do 
so, but only in the event of its turning out that Mr. 
Fletcher had so far committed himseltV that he could not 
retract with honour. 

- And so you were pleased. Sir, of your own mere will 
and authority, to constitute yourself champion of this 
forsaken damsel, and generalissimo of the battle array 
against your late friend and pastor. I dare say now. Sir, 
you will tell us that it was by a sense of duty alone that 
you wete actuated, and that there, was nothing, in the 
least, meddling, ofiicious, or impertinent, in all this ? — 
It was. Sir, by a sense of duty, alone, I was actuated. 
When the obligations of Christian fellowship are sa 
flagrantly infringed, as they were in this case by Mr. 
Fletcher, — 

Not so fast, if you please. Sir, that is a point which we 
have to put to the Jury, yet, with your leave. 

Appendix, A., No. II. ~ 
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Well, but I' mi^ state, T presume, trtiat my own imi* 
presskms were, l, for one, thought that Mr» Fteteher bad 
bibhaved in so uncbitstian'-like a maanej\ that* it became, 
the dnty of every honest man to take part agsainst bim. 

And you. kept your, word, I believe? — ^I am not in the 
habit. Sir, of doing otherwise ; notwithstanding I sat sa. 
long under Mr. Ftetcher's ministry. 

You kept in the front of the battle, I meftn P*— I' have 
never shrunk. Sir, from doing my duty. 

It was you, I believe, who employed the ^licitor?, who , 
conducted certain legal proceedings, which were instir- 
tuted by Miss Dick's family, against Mr, Fletcher?-^ 
It was. 

And it was you who showed Dt. Dick the letters which; 
Mr. M^Crone, in the full confidence of friendship, ad- 
dressed to you respecting- this business, and which were 
made the chief pretext for these proceedings? — Itwas; but. 
permit me. Sir, to explain. Mi!. M.^Crone had stated, in 
so positive a. manner, in these letters^ that Mis9 Dick 
made the first advances to the second correspopdence 
with Mr. Fletcher, that I was led to repeat the same as: 
a matter of fact to several persons, and, on its beilag 
solemnly denied' by Miss Dick and her family, I could 
not do else than give up my author. Mr. M^Crone should^ 
not have told me what was false, and I would not then 
have been under the necessity of exposing his corres* 
pondence. 

Mxamined by the Junf^ 

By Mr. Galt. — I am no satisfied at a' wi* ony o' the. 
motives I've yet heard suggested for Mr. Fletcher's ex- 
traordinary xxinduct in this affair; and I Want to see 
whether this witness can help us to get at the bottom of* 
it. Fme Mr. Pirie's lang intimacy with M». Fletcher 
and his sisters, he will be able,. I dare say^ to solve me. 
this, question. What is their weak point? Is it ambition, 
-vanity, family pride, or what? 

A miscture of the whole three, I believe. I never knew 
any persons moi^e conceited and lofty in tlieir notions.. 
Mr* Fletcher, if he might be believed, has ttee blood of 
the royal race of Bruce in his veins, his great grandffilther: 
having b«ett a ^' descendani^, not remote, oC the famous 
Andrew Fletcher, of Sal ton^wJsose molbecww a^Bmee**''^ 
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Sk Wajltbb Scott.-**-^^ A deacendnnl^.no^ ren^tefidlm^ 
great graad&tber V^ Why, the maa must be oraoked to • 
talk such nonsense. Andrew Fletcher, of Saltou^ dM*' 
not die till after the Revolution, when this remote de- 
scendant of his must have been, also,, with onefoo|>or 
both, in the grave. 

I aln only repealing, Sir, what- 1 have heard Mf. 
Fletcher, and his sisters too, boast of; not that, for my. 
own part, I paid much heed to what they said. 

Mr. Galt.^ — Weel, I suppose Mr. Fletcher thinks hifiw^ 
self a worthy scion of the illustrious stock with which ha 
is pleased to cbum alliance ? 

Oh 1 I don't believe he thinks there's his match in all: 
the Secession Church. 

I am jalousing there'll be mair than hlmsel o' that 
opinion before a's done. And pray, how has he tbei oon- 
oeit to think he ranks amang the shining lights o' this! 
metropolis i 

Ohl Sir, far above them all. He fancies there's no* 
body of half bis. talents, or qualified to do half so much' 
good. He calls his station, one of the most important^ 
'^ ever occupied, by any minister, in this vast metropolis;'' 
and says, that bis coming and rcceptiou beret, form an- 
aera in ecclesiastical history, which is without a parallel] 
since the days of the apostles ill* 

My certy I that's modesty But can you tell me how it- 
fares wi' the outward man, amid a' this mental exaltar 
tiou ? Is he hamely in his apparel, and o' a bumble de- 
portment? Or fond o' purple and. fine linen, and o-' 
showing aiChis person tq advantage ? 

Rather showy, I should say, in his dress, and vain; of. 
hb person : he is fond of telling, the ladies, that though he 
caunot pretend to the wit of ^sop, he has not,.thank^ 
<3rod, the distorted figure of that far-famed Phi*ygiao* 

Now L begin to guess how the win' blaws;. But tell me: 
fiirther^ Mr. Pirie, did you ever bear any. complauit! madft 
of the manner in which Miss Dick, and her tamilys^ spoke of 
Mr. Fletcher, and At& fiimily, after their first rupture 2-«« 
¥ea; I certainly have. Mis&Dickorsomeoflienfdend^am 
reported to have said, that Mr. Fletcher was a match &r« 
lieneath her,, and that it was a great stretch oS cond^ 
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scension in ber, to have any thing to say to him. And 
from the way in which both the minister and his two 
sisters used to speak of the Dicks — of their holding their 
heads high, and so forth — I am sure that they felt sore 
about the reports which were abroad. 

But can you recollect naething a wee mair preceese, 
Mr. Pirie, on the subject ? Ony expressions o' Mr. 
Fletcher or his sisters to the exact effect ye hae stated ? 

I do recollect now, of one of the sisters, — I forget which 
— saying, in a company of friends, some time after Mr. 
Fletcher had got into his new chapel, " I wonder what 
Miss Dick would say now ? Sour plumbs, sour plumbs, 
I fancy, as the tod said when it could not climb the 
tree.'* 

Mr. Robert Fletcher exanwied. 

Mr. Phiixips. — Our chief purpose, my Lord, in ex- 
amining this witness, whom, for obvious reasons, we 
produce with extreme reluctance, is to ^how, that there 
was really no ground for making his conduct, the pre- 
text for the second breach of engagement. The hostility^ 
between the brothers was an old stoiy, and one in 
which, I suspect, the unfortunate gentleman, now in the 
witness's box, will be found more sinned against than 
sinning. 

Mr. Chitty. — You came to London, Sir, I beh'eve, in 
the year 1818, for the purpose of settling here ? — I did ; 
in the month of October, 1818. 

Did you expects that your brother, Mr. Alexander 
Fletcher, would assist in putting you into a way of doing 
for yourself and family ? — I did ; but was grievously dis- 
appointed. 

Did he do nothing whatever towards forwarding your 
views ? — ^Nothing whatever. 

Never lend you any money ? — Not a farthing. I know 
he has given out that he did, biit it is not true. Some 
time after my arrival, he offered to purchase a right 
which I had to a legacy of 200/., on the death of an aged 
relation, and I agreed to assign it to him for 100/. But 
when I executed the assignment prepared by his solicitor, 
instead of receiving down the 100/. as I expected, I was 
told that I could draw it as I needed it, from time to 
time, I consented to do so, and whatever sumls I re- 
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ceived from him, after coming to London, were all on 
the credit of this account. 

It is not perhaps true, either, that he furnished you 
with assistance in the shape of provisions from his farm, 
such as eggs, poultiy, &c.? — Yes; he did furnish my 
family with some supplies of that description, and,^ at 
first, I thought they lyere brotherly presents, for which 
I felt disposed to be duly grateful ; but on reckoning with 
him for the legacy, 1 found the prices of these articles 
regularly charged against me. 

Then you had no gratuitous assistance whatever from 
your brother ? — ^None. The only gratis thing I ever re- 
ceived from him was a great deal of ill-will, of which I 
could nevei* divine the cause. . 

Was there not some property bequeathed to you and 
your brother and sisters by an uncle, about which you 
rather molested him ? — ^There was. My brother and my 
sister Jean had contrived to get the whole management 
of it into their hands, and none of the rest of the family 
had been ever able to obtain any count and reckoning 
with tbem. Now, therefore, that I was on the spot, and 
found that I had so little to expect from my brother's friend- 
ship or generosity, I thought it but right to press for a 
statement of my uncle's affairs, the more especially as I 
had every reason to believe there must be still a large sum 
due to me out of the estate. 

Did your brother then refuse to give the statement you 
required ? — He^did ; for two long years and more, I made 
application after^application to him, both personally and 
by writing, and always in the most polite and decorous 
manner, but was invariably put off with some frivolous 
apology or other. At last he would not even notice the 
letters I wrote him on the subject ; and when I called at his 
house, he was not to be seen. My wife, thinking that she 
jnight perhaps be received better, then tried to obtain an 
interview with him ; but she too was repulsed in the rudest 
manner from his door. I next endeavoured to procure, by 
the intercession of mutual friends, what was denied to my 
own entreaties. Dr.Waugh,of Well-street, and Dr. Allidge, 
of Homerton, boj;h spoke to him in my behalf. To the 
former he would not listen at all, and to the latter he • 
\vould give no other answer, than that I had already re- 
ceived (which was not true) out of my uncle's estate more 
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'than was my due. A third friend, Mr. Burr, then wrote 
to him, requesting, in the politest manner, that he would 
give some more specific explanation on the subject ; and, 
not receiving any answer, wrote a second time to the 
«ame effect. I have here the letter which Mr. Burr at 
length received from him — {Reads) — "Mr. Fletcher 
presents his compliments to Mr. Burr, and informs him, 
that he will not receive any more letters from him. Mr. 
F. hopes that Mr. B. will not lay him under the necessity 
of returning him any of his notes. Homerton,Dec.3,182i.*' 
You were a good deal irritated, I dare say, by this ob- 
stinate silence of your brother's?-^! was. It stung me 
to the quick, amid a thousand difficulties I had to en- 
counter in London, to find what I conceived to be but 
siAiple justice denied me by a brother; and in the height 
of my vexation and distress, I was guilty of some excesses 
towards him, which I now sincerely deplore, but which 
were not perhaps without their apology in the conduct 
that provoked them. 

In consequence of tliese excesses, I believe he caused 
-you to be sent to a mad-house ? — ^Yes. Although, happily, 
he did not succeed, as he seemed desirous of doing, in 
driving me really mad, he caused me to be forcibly 
seized, and committed to an asylum for lunatics at Hox- . 
ton, whei*e I remained immured for nine days, to the in- 
finite distress of my family, and the utter destruction of 
4ft siihool which I had by great exertions established. But 
so little ground was there for this crael proceeding, 
4hat, while treated and confined as a lunatic, my brother 
^actually proposed to liberate me if I would go out as a 
'missionary to teach the gospel to the heathen ; and after 
I had spurned this base proposal, the keeper of the esta- 
blishment was so satisfied — not, however, by that alone— 
©f my perfect sanity, that he set me free on his own 
responsibility, without waiting to ask npy brother's 
leave. 

You certainly, however, must have frightened your 
l^rother : for in a letter which he wrote about this time 
to Miss Dick of Glasgow, to whom he was then under apro<« 
mise of marriage, he says, that for two years and more 
your iniquities, and crimes, and outrages, had " wrung* 
his heart with anguish ;'' that he had been living in the 
eOBStant dread ^^ of being murdered by you 3'' and that 



^In ib^ Very p^lfrit*^ be liad been filarmediritlitlie iear 
tf your destroying bim } 

All Aidgie, Sir, raw beadand btoed? benes ! My bm^ 
tber was ^offriglitened ; he only wanted to frighten othexBk. 
H^ bad BO feai*^ God knows, of beiog murdered by bis 
brother, whatever he may himself have done to murder 
that brother's peace and happiness* I bare been guitey 
of outrages, it is true,-^ontrages provoked. by bis own 
cruel conduct ;-^hut of mme, no man, not even my bco- 
tber^ can accuse me. ^' I t^m not mad, most noble Festos^ 
but speak the words of soberness and truth/' 

But you are aware, of course, that your brother «ays 
j^ou were tbe soie cause of his not foifilling bis second 
engagement to Miss Dick ? — Yes ; so be was pleased to 
assert at cine time, while at another he^bose to give my 
listers the credit of that achievement. £ don't beMeve, 
however, that any of us had the merit of sticking that 
feather in his cap. My sisters may have flattered faia^ 
vanity by saying he looked well in it ; but I am persuade 
ed that even their influence, great as it is, extended ne 
feither. 

Were you too of opimo;i that he looked well in it?-* 
Oh, quite the reverse ! As far as ever I had any thi^ to^ 
^^ intbe matter, I urged the fulfilment of his engage- 
ment* 

You refer, of course, only to the first engagement? — 
Yes, to the first engagement, at which time I was on termv 
^ Intimacy with my brother. 

Do you remember what reason your brother gave jfoir 
S>r breaking off* the match in that instance? — Yes: I 
have brought with me a letter which he wrote me on tbe 
subject, from which you will see that he had somehow 
or other become disgusted with the lady and with ber 
relations. (Produces the letter.*) 

He alludes, 1 see, in this letter, to sometbmg Ibat yo« 
eaUed Miss Dick on the road to Paisley: have you :aiiy 
recollection of the expression be refers to i-^None ; I am 
«ttre that i never spoke of the lady otherwise dnn in i 
ofrespeet. 

Cross-examined hy Mr. SctxrUit. 

Were you not. Sir, in consequence oi yoar ^ 
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attacks on your brother, bound over to keep the pence 
towards him? — I was; because, whatever might h^ve 
been the ilL-usage I received from my brother, I had no 
right to resort to such means of seeking redress. 

Did you not bring an action against your brother for 
putting you into the mad-house ; and did not the evidence 
turn out so strongly against you, that your counsel, by the 
.advice of the learned judge who presided, consented to 
your being called ? — ^He did; but I am not the first ho- 
nest man, Mr. Scarlett, who, by the stupidity of his law- 
yers, has lost a good cause. 

i Nor your lawyers. Sir, I suspect, the first that .have 
iiad more of a rogue than fool for their client. 

Ey^amined by the Jury. 

By Mr. Galt. — ^D'ye ken. Sir, ony thing about what 
4;he Dicks said o' your brither and his family after the 
.first breaking afFo' the marriage? — I remember it was 
^*eported throughout our connexion, that the Dicks pre- 
tended that my brother had. been discarded, because he 
was not a fit match for the lady. 

Do you know if these reports reached the ears of your 
brother and sisters? — ^Yes, they did, and incensed them 
^U exceedingly. 

- Who was the uncle that left you the property you have 
spoken of? — ^Mr. Gilfillan, of Dunblane. 
' SirWALTER Scott. — ^What! myold friend Habakkuk, the 
gifted Gilfillan ? — ^No; but a worthy descendant of his, 
who stood up as sturdily as ever Habakkuk did "for the 
standards of doctrine as agreed on by the ance famous 
Kirk of Scotland, before she trafficked with the accursed 
Achan.'* 

Mr. Galt. — ^Was the property which he left consider- 
able ? — ^It could not have been otherwise. Sir ; for he was 
always reputed to be rich,, and never had any. family of 
his own ; but as I have never been able to obtain any ac- 
<*ountofthe estate, I cannot tell what may have been 
the exact amount. My sister Jean, who was with her uncle 
when he. died, and my brother Alexander, took all into 
their own hands, and did with it as they pleased. Two 
of my brothers-in-law,, who lived in the neighbourhood, 
•on hearing, of Mr. GilfiUan's death, hastened to his house, 
and proposed, as is usual, to seal up the repositories of 
the deceased ; but Jean, wjio was in sad grief, to be sure, 
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coulfl not be brought to listen for a momeBt to such 
woridty doings. Sne rated them well, as I have h^drd, 
ibr showing, at so trying a moment, such carnal and se^ 
cular affections ; and told them plainly that they did not 
listen as they ought to the voice of the dispensation I 

Was your uncle the heir o' the gifted Gilfiilan ?-— He^ 
was. 

And inherited a* the gifted's *^ sma' means," his 
*^ twenty thousand mark," his " land about Mauchlin,'* ^ 
and his *^ real liahcashii*e" "breed o' cattle?" — ^The- 
whole. 

Nae doubt then your uncle maun hae left a gude lock 
o' siller ; and is it tnie that ye hae no touched a plack 
o't ? — Oh ! some hundred or two I have received, but not, 
I am sure, the one half of what should be coming to me* 
by rights. v 

Sir Walter Scott. — Can you tell me, Sir, what has be- 
come of my friend Habakkuk's broadsword, pistols, an<f * 
large bliie bonnet ? — I remember of seeing them in my; 
uncle's house at Dunblane, but where they are now I 
cantiot tell. 

Mr. Sc A RLBTT. — I shall inquire of my client about them. 
Sir Walter, and if in his possession, I am sure it will not 
be long before they are added to the interesting collection 
at Abbotsford. 

SirWALTBR ScoTF. — Mr. Scarlett, that is more than kind, 

Mr. K. FiNLAY. — It *s downright bribery, I 'm thinkinV 

Sir James Mackintosh.— But bribery without corrup- 
tion, Fm sure. 

Mr.Reardoriy Solicitor, LondoJi, examined by Mr. Chitty. 

Were you present, Sir, in the Court of King's Bench, on 
the 4th April, 1824, when there was tried an action for 
breach of promise of marriage, Dick against Fletcher ?— 
I was. My partner and myself were attorneys for the 
plaintiff. 

Do you recollect what .statement Mr. Scarlett, as coun^ 
sel for the defendant, made to the court, with respect to 
the manner in which the Correspondence between Mr.' 
Fletcher and Miss Dick was commenced? — ^Yes, per- 
fectly. Mr. Scarlett said, that lest any rumours should 
have gone abroad that Miss Dick was not wholly sought 
"by his client, he was uuthoriTned to take that public method 
of declaring, that in earlier life she was sought and pur-» 
fiued by him, and that when prosperity in later years be* 
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gM to^biigirtea[#ii bim, she was still the object of His erw 
4nit aflfeetioii. The connerixmy. Mr; Scarlett repeaiiei^ 
ms &st Mmg^fr by> Mr.^ Fieteher^. and not by. Misfr I)lick4 
Mr. PRifxi«s»-^-VKe have now, my Lordy ciosedi the 
ease. 



THE DEFENCE. 

Mr. Scarlett. — ^My Lord and Gentlemen of 
the Jury, 

My learned brother, Mr. Phillips, told you, in 
th^ course of his most eloquent harangue^, that 
this was a very extraordinary case; and certainly 
nothing on his part has been wanting to make it 
^pear so. Had it been the father of all sin him!< 
. ^elf who was arraigned before you, for enticing our 
gteat mother Eire into the commisision of thatuu&r- 
ti^nate faua; pas which entailed death and misery 
on all her posterity, he could not have said moiQ 
about it and about it, or spoken with loftier vehe- 
mence thaii he has done, of the very ordinary of- 
fence (for, a^er all that can be said, it is no more) 
^ith which the very humble individual who is my 
client stands accused. Had it been, indeed, against 
^the author of all our woes, that the thunder and 
lightning of my friend's eloquence were levelleiii 
we should then haive been able to understand why 
*}^erwb€^ eocial family" should b^ s^mmoned 
(m witoMS the conflic):, and why religion and mo* 
i|£ty riM)fql4 iHit up th€^ prayers for the s^ccie^ii 
^'Htm champion of hiiman nature. We should 
#{SBii h«f« hoa^rdr without a^iopishmcnt^ of '^ wh^ 
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tkig daggers on tbe broken fragmeata of the deca*^ 
kgve," of '' blushing demons^" and of '' diabolical^ 
treacheries." But to hear such magn^oent things 
gravely enundated respecting the hapless loves c^: 
any two mere mortals that ever livedo is, to say die 
least of it. Gentlemen, exceedingly ridiculous^ I. 
am afraid my young and highly gifted friend bas^ 
yet to learn (what, I doubt not, your verdiet tlus- 
day will teach him) that it is very possible ia 
make too much even of a good thing, and, by 
aiming at too great an effect, to miss even the Uttle? 
which might have been reasonably anticipated. 
Extraordinary the case certainly isj^ GentlemeOt 
though, for reasons very different from any which 
my learned friend has offered to your considera- 
* tion. It is a case brought before yxfu after it ha& 
already been decided, over and over again, in 
courts civil and courts ecclesiastical, and therefore^ 
it is extraordinary ; it is a case depending en the un- 
principled discloaure of confidential lett^s, onthei 
evidence of brother against brother, and therefore 
it is extraordinary ; it is a case in which there is. 
no satiating, as it would seem, the vengeance of 
the offended parties, in which nothing short of tha 
utter ruin of the unfortunate delinquent will ap^ 
pease them, and, therefore^ beyond any other ease 
that ever came under my observation, it is extra- 
cffdinary. Most truly^ Gautlemen, has my client 
styled himself '' a partridge, hunted on the mowot 
^tsdaifi." He is indeed huntedr-hunted to th^vjerf 
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death--and in iiit6rposmg my self between him and 
his now open-'mouthed pursuers, I trust I shall art 
least have the sympathy and encouragement which 
is due to an act of common humanity. 

My learned friend, taking, as usual, a wide 
sweep with his arms as he proceeds, has been 
pleased to drag in the nativity and education of 
the defendant as circumstances calculated to ag-. 
gravate the guilt of which he is accused,' inasmuch 
as the notions and habits of our northern neigh- 
bours, the Scotch, in all that relates to matters of 
love and matrimony, are, according to him, the very 
purest that ever existed. I admit. Gentlemen, that 
both nativity and education have an important in-» 
fluence in determining a man's ideas of right and 
wrong ; but I must insist that no more be ascribed 
tothem than is their due. I believe no one can deny to 
the Scotch the character of a well-informed, ckver, 
clear-sighted, calculating, and moral people ; but 
to quote them as authorities in affairs of the hearty. 
is,-to me, something new. My learned friend de- 
scribed to you with truth how easily the marriage- 
connexion is established amongst them, and how 
careful, of course, their young men are not to take 
the leap till they have looked over the hedge ; but 
he forgot to tell you of one or two dieductions from 
his state of things, which make it somewhat doubt-* 
M whether it is just the happiest under heaven. 
He would have stated but a notorious fact, had 
he informed you, that the matrimonial bridle which' 
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the young kdies of Scotland carry so constantly^ 
in their hands^, and the apprehensions which the^ 
ease with which it may he slipped on, as constantly 
inspires, have introduced a degree of cunning, arti-^ 
fice, and trickery, into the intercourse between un- 
married persons in that country, which exists no- 
where else in the world. Of open, gallant) gene- 
rous, and confiding courtship, such as we South-^ 
ems delight in, the Scotch know nothing : making 
lore is, with them, all an affair of finesse and stra-i 
tagem, of long and roundabout marches, feints and: 
ambuscades, mines and countermines. The usual 
mode, as I have been told, by which these lovers 
of the kilt make their approaches — ^indeed the only- 
safe mode they can adopt, as matters are managed, 
among them— is, to affect to care least for the 
lady they admire most, and to omit no convenient 
opportunity (the more public the better) of saying, 
what they think will nettle, or doing what they 
are sure will annoy her. It is in this open and 
manly way. Gentlemen, that they arrive at a know- 
ledge of the tempers and dispositions of the ladies 
that are to make them happy for life, before they 
venture on those closer friskings and gambolings 
which bring them within the reach of the matri*' 
monial noose. Need I suggest to you, Gentlemen, 
what must be the corresponding effects of this, sys* 
tern on the Csdedonian dames ? What else can you 
reasonably expect than that dissembling should be 
met by dissembling, artifice by artifice, plotting 



hj platlkig, cautions iQaiiQBUTring by a. still mam 
cautious eateulatiou of ebaiice&» till the whole afr 
fair between the parties is reduced to a mere mat-^ 
ter of bargain^ in which the heart has little or tm 
concern ? So universally characteristic,; indeed^ 
' of the Scottish people, are these things, that it ha» 
even passed into a pioverb among the nations, 
that '' biting and scratching is Scotch folks' woo« 
ing." Glorious distinction this, for a high-minded 
mid gallant nation ! Blessed effect of that pri-- 
mitive state of things which, dispensing with all 
** empty ceremonials," as my learned friend is 
pleased to call them, substitutes the guardianship 
of the tooth and nail for proclamation of banns and 
holy rites ! Oh, happy people^ among whom it is 
with husbands as with wild colts^ — the only diffi- 
culty is, the difficulty of catching them ! Othef 
nations may be as brave, and, ere time runs its 
course, may yet be as learned and as virtuous as 
the Scotch ; but the nation exists not, $nd never 
will exist, which can hope to rival them in the 
art of wooing. Here, positively, is a distinction 
which they share, and can share, with no other 
people on the feoe of the earth> and to find any 
fesemblance to which, we must quit the paths of 
hnrnan life entirely, and travel into the domains of 
other tribes and other families of the animal w^rld* 
Of one of those tribes — the dread of mice* a^ fa- 
vourite of old maids — we do find it said, as tht 
proverb says of the Sfi9tchpJos^ am6r€s del g0to, vir 
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nendo entrm; a saying whieh a satinrt of oor 
own country has thus happily paraphfased: 

Their friskings, crawlings, squall, I much approre. 
Their spittings^ pawitigs, high-raised rurape, 
8wei]:'d taUs^ and raerry-andiew jampt^ 

With the wiJd minstrelsj of rapt'rous l<nreu 

How sweetly roll their g^Dosebeny ejea. 
As loud they tune their amorous cries^ 
And loving J scratch each other block and bluet* 

Behold, Gentlemen, a true and genuine pictun 
of the real state of things produced by that want 
of form and ceremony, and the consequent want of 
ingenuous confidence which my learned friend has 
made the theme of so much misplaced eulogium* 
Behold the national effects of not fencing round the 
married state with such a regular line of fortifica* 
tions 

Mr. Rogers.— -Ct/r^/zm-works included^ I sup- 
pose, Mr. Scarlett? {Laughter.) 

" I thanfc thee, Jew, for teaching me that word.'* 
Yes, o^rtok-works included, that no one wlthoot 
tiie pale need be under any apprehensions of step* 
ping over, through carelessness or mistake. Ber 
hold, Grentlemen, what we should change to, were 
the prayers of my learned friend to be heard, that 
the practices of Scotland, the ''esEemplary country, 
as he calls it, were to become objects of uoiyersal 
imitation. May I not say, Gentlemen, with the 
poet, 
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England, ivith all thy faults, I love tliee still, 
My country ! and while yet a nook is left. 
Where English minds and manners may be found, 
Shall be constrained to love thee. 

^ But what, it may be asked, has all this to do 
with the case before us ? I must leave Mr. Phil- 
lips, Gentlemen, to answer that question. I have 
but followed in his devious track ; not from fear of 
any injury that could arise to my client, had mat- 
ter so extraneous been passed over unheeded, but 
from a feeling that so much, at least, was due 
from me, in vindication of the institutions and 
practices of the country to which I have the ho- 
xiour to belong. 

My learned friend. Gentlemen, has told you that 
another very aggravating circumstance in the case 
of my client is, that he is a minister of the gospel, 
and of a sectarian persuasion,' which claims credit 
for being of a purer faith and practice than the es- 
tablished or any other church. I own. Gentlemen, 
that it would have been well for my client, had he 
been of any other sect or persuasion under heaven 
than the one alluded to. He might then have had 
some chance of having his errors treated with 
Christian charity and tenderness ; he might then 
have found, in the sweets of forgiveness, the re- 
ward due to a genuine repentance. He would not 
then; Gentlemen, have belonged to one of the most 
narrow-minded, inquisitorial, and persecuting 
sects that I do believe ever existed. He would 
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not then^ Gentlemen, have been twice tried and 
twice punished for the same. offence; once a^: the 
suit of the party offended, and a second time at 
the suit of parties who had no pretence whatever 
for interfering in the business, but a base desire of 
scanning the faults of an erring brother. He would 
not then. Gentlemen, after submitting to a verdict 
in one Court, for the sake of bringing an affair, nn- 
pleasant to all parties, to an honourable termina- 
tion, have seen his letters— letters which ought, 
that instant, to have been given up to him-r-eagerly 
seized on by the emissaries of a priestly inquiv 
sition, in order to found upon them a new 
proceeding in a different Court, aiming at no- 
thing less than his utter destruction. It makes 
no part of my duty this day. Gentlemen, to 
stand up for Episcopacy, in. opposition to Pres- 
bytery ; but I cannot help saying, that if, as this 
Associate Synod pretends, it is Presbytery in its 
purest state — if such be the sort of interference 
with the private and secular concerns of indivi- 
duals which Presbytery sanctions — if such be the 
sort of jurisdiction which Presbytery exercises 
over its members — then I do say, rather. let me 
see Episcopacy, with twice as much state, and 
twice as large revenues as it evei; possessed, . up- 
held and perpetuated in our land, ths^n that the 
day should ever come, when.freeborn Englishmen 
shall fall under so degrading a dominion. Mpst 
fitly. Gentlemen, did one of your number inquire 
. of one of the witnesses, whether a sect, the spi. 
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fitnal rnlers of wbicb take sach cognizance af the 
sayings and doings of its members — a cognizance 
so intolerable, that not even a stray piece of harm- 
less bnrlesque in a magazine can escape punish- 
ment at their hands — boasts of any writers of 
eminence ? A surer test does not exist of the 
rationality and worth of any system of belief, than 
the degree of encouragement which it affords 
to the cultivation of letters. It is chiefly the great 
^difference, in this respect, which makes the Pro- 
testant so much superior to the Catholic religion; 
it is the influence which Protestantism has had, in 
awakening the national intellect, ahd stimulating 
it to those exertions which have brought us 
such a harvest of renown, that constitutes one of 
its best claims on our gratitude and fidelity. You 
must have been struck, Gentlemen, with the for^ 
cible illustration of this important truth, which 
was furnished by the answer of the witness. Of 
names of writers belonging to her sect, she gave 
you a plentiful store ; but scarcely one could she 
mention that is of the slightest eminence in the 
literary world. I see my learned friend, Mr. Phil- 
lips, smiles— ^ungallantly smiles, at the idea, I sup^ 
pose, of resting the literary character of any party 
on a blue-stocking authority. But I appeal to the 
personal knowledge of more than one distinguished 
individual of the Jury whom I have now the ho- 
nour to address, whether all the wigs in the Asso- 
ciate Synod, and all the wise heads which they 
adom^ could have exhibited a fuller or fairer 
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picture of Burgher and Anti-Burgher literature 
than was furnished by that sensible and well-in- 
formed witness, Mrs. Jean Pirie. 

1 have spoken, Gentlemen, of this Associate 
Synod, as if my client felt that he had been 
harshly and cruelly used by them. It is true, he 
feels so, but I believe I have strayed a little from 
my instructions in making it a matter of com- 
plaint against them. " Whatever others may 
think of such proceedings," says my suffering 
client, " I at least can have no right to complain. 
I knew the sort of discipline to which I subjected 
myself when I voluntarily becaijie a member of 
their body. I knew that should I ever become an 
object of their wrath, I could never suffer more 
than the son on whom, to the disgrace of huma- 
nity, they once upon a time imposed the unholy 
task of excommunicating his own father." * 

But, Gentlemen, it is now time I should enter 
a little more closely into the merits of this case, 
as it regards the breach or breaches of promise of 
marriage of which my client is accused. 

I mean not to deny that in both instances Miss 
Dick was sought as well as won by my client^ 
If Mr. Fletcher himself has ever thrown out any 

* Alluding, it is presumed, to th^ case of the firskines. The 
father, who was excommunicated, met the son who excommuni- 
cated him, as he was returning from the performance of this filial 
duty. ^* Ah,'' said the father, "• it is now some forty years since,. 
I was returning, ahout this very time of day, from dedicating yoa 
to the Lord, and now what do I behold ? That very son returning^ 
from dedicating his father to the deviV' ! ! ! — Reporter. 
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insinuations to the contrary^ it must have bqaa 
when under the influence of some momentary 
provocation ; for it is quite true, as stated by one 
of the witnesses examined this day, that whenMiss 
Dick brought her action in the Court of King s 
Bench, the defendant's deliberate instructions to 
me were, to acknowledge, most fully and unre- 
servedly, that the lady's affection was wholly 
sought by him. 

But, Gentlemen, I hold it to be just as certain 
and true, on the other hand, that iii the first of these 
instances it was the lady thus sought and won 
who discarded the gentleman; and that in the 
other, no breach of engagement would have taken 
place, had that lady and her friends only behaved 
towards the defendant with common fairness and 
discretion. 

' That it was Miss Dick who broke off the con- 
nexion in 1813, is indeed distinctly admitted; nor 
can I sufficiently express my surprise at the 
attempt which* is now made to cast the blame, 
which justly attaches to her on that account, on 
the shoulders of my client. My learned friend 
would have you. Gentlemen, to believe, that Miss 
pick was artfully inveigled into the quarrel by 
jcertain discourteous and irritating proceedings on 
1;he part of Mr. Fletcher; and that, in fact, she 
<iould not have done otherwise than she did.— 
But what right, Gentlemen, has Mr. Phillips, or 
any one, to assume that such was the secret ob- 
ject of my client ? And if you throw this, which 
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ift all mere assumptioiii Out of the case, what is 
there in these proceedings which could justify the 
course Miss Dick adopted ? After it had beeil^^ 
finally agreed that the marriage should take 
place in 1813, she chuses to propose that it shaU 
be deferred for three long years, and because my 
client, as I am sure ' any man of ardent feelings 
would have done in his situation, expresses dis- 
pleasure with the cold calculating spirit whicfe 
apparently dictated that proposition, and because 
an aflfectionate sister, with more zeal than pru- 
dence, happened to interpose some words of re* 
monstrance and rebuke. Miss Dick is pleased to . 
fiy into a passion, and to declare that the mar- 
riage never shall take place ! Is it possible. Gentle- 
men, to say that any thing had occurred here, which 
could justify Miss Diok in bringing matters to so 
abrupt, harsh and vindictive a conclusion as this ? 
A promise of marriage, I need not remind you, is 
just as solemn and binding a thing on the part of 
a lady as it is of a gentleman ; and the reasons for 
justifying or excusing a breach of it, ought to be 
equally cogent, whether it is the one or the other 
who commits it. That we may. see, then, clearly 
the value of Miss Dick's apology in this instance^ 
let us suppose, for a moment, that she had changed 
parts with Mr. Fletcher ; suppose that it had beea 
Mr, Fletcher who proppsed to Miss. Dick to delay 
the marriage for three years ; that Miss Dick had 
complained with warmth, nay, with anger, if yow 

Q 
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please, of the coldness which the proposition indi- 

-cated, and that some kind sister bad lent the aid 

of a good scolding to quicken the lovers resolu- 

:tion, what/Gentlemen, would then have been the 

•judgment of the world, had Mr. Fletcher chosen 

;to fly into a passioq with the ladies for their 

' innocent importunity, and declared that since they 

liad behaved so, and for no other reason whatever, 

the marriage should never take place? Would 

not every person have pronounced his conduct to 

'have been pettish and unreasonable in the extreme? 

And if you would have said so of Mr. Fletcher, 

.^an you say ^s of Miss Dick for being really 

' guilty of that sort of <^onduct which you would 

have reprobated in him ? Gentlemen^ it is impos- 

jsibld you can say otherwise. Miss Dick was, 

to all intents and purposes, guilty of as gross a 

. breach of pi^omise of mairiage in this instance, as 

auy with which she has since been able to chaige 

Mr. f^letcher ; and, in opposition therefore to the 

call which my learned friend has made upon you, 

to visit my client with the punishment due to a 

> double treachery, of which he is wholly innocent, 

I think I may with much greater reason call upon 

« you to set the one breach of promise against the 

. other, and naake thereby a clear acquittance be- 

:tween the parties. 

I shall be reminded, perhaps, of eircum^ahces 
.of strong aggravation in the second case, which 
-m^e^it impossible to look at the twa in the eaoke 
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li^ht. But is the fitst case atteisded "vtritili mb 
tggi%ivati(>iis ? Was it making matteia no worie^ 
that in the letter by which Miito Dick jdiscandtDcl 
Mr. Fletcher, she should speak of his sister, Misa 
iean Fletcher, in terms fit only to be used by a 
niot very modest woman towards the most de^' 
graded of her sex ? . 

i Mr. PhiI'Lii?s,-— My learned friend means^ alter 
all then, to produce these letters, in evidence., 
• Mr. ScARLETT^'^-And if I do not produce thein^ 
or at least prove their contents, the Jury .wiU;(tf 
course dismiss from their minds any argument 
which I may found upon them. But my learned 
friend must not be too sure, that I ^cannot provb 
the ipsismid verba to be exactly as \ I have befam 
set them forth; he seems to forget that inthi^ 
nearly contemporary letter which he ha^ prdi- 
duced as part of his own proof, addressed by Mc. 
Fletcher to his brother Robert, and which was 
certainly not written with a view to any after 
purpose, there is an acoount given of Miss Dick's 
tetter, which corresponds substantially with what 
I now offer as a literal transcript of the words 
used.^' Was it, I will again ask, Gtendlemen, 
making matters no worse, that Miss Bick should 
contemptuously and slanderously enquire ^y^imr 
ther the '' woman calling herself Jean Flietoher»^ 
who knew so much of their affairs, was iw(t 
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^^.Bome miscreant waUciog the streets of London ?*' 
Was it making: matters no worse; to suppose even 
Unr an instanti that the man «to whom shehad.be^n^ 
betrothed^ and who had the character of a minis.^ 
ter of the* gospel to sustain, could have carried hia 
love-tales into the street,^ and confided them to 
one of the vilest of the vile ? 

Really^ Gentlemen, if there i^ no aggravation 
here,. I know not how it is possible that a case 
of breach of promise of marriage can ever be 
Aggravated. I da say, that after so. intemper^te^ 
and indecent a letter as this, the man must have 
been dead to every feeling, of self-respect,, who^ 
did m)t atthe moment congratulate himself on the 
eacape which, he ^ had made from forming an alli« 
ance with the lady capable of writing it. Nor is 
there,^ in my opinion, any thing in all Mr.. 
Fletcher's conduct as connected with the second 
correspondence, of which h^ has half so much; 
mason to be ashamed, as Miss Dick has to be: 
ashamed of having written that letter. 

My learned friend laid great stress on the terms; 
in which my client spoke of Miss Dick and her. 
ftiends, m a confidential epistle which he wrote: 
about this time to his brother, Robert Fletcher^ 
and whidi* that brother with a propriety of feel- 
mg,' quite in unison with his general conduct, has 
published to the world. But when you. see, Gent* 
tiemen, under what circumstances of provocatioa 
that letter was written, — when you consider how 
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Mr. Fletcher must have been stfll writhing under 
the mortification of Miss Dick's contumeliaus se : 
jectioh, you will probably think, that it is not aa 
wholly without apology as has been represented* 
It has suited my learned friend*s taste for exagge-t 
ration to maintain that every opinion it contains was 
the settled conviction of the writer s mind, and 
which no change of circumstances could possibly 
alter. But is there any one so ignorant of the course 
of lovers' quarrels, as not to know how rapidly, and 
yet with how little sincerity, the language of 
affection and prafee will sometimes diverge into 
strains of the bitterest censure and reproachl 
Can any one, especially, be so forgetful of what 
makes up the wooing of Scottish lovers, as to take 
in good earnest any scandal that can pass betwe^ 
them — when, as the poet says, even while lovii^ 
most passionately and most sincerely, they 

. *' Scratch each other black and blue !" 

It must at any rate. Gentlemen, be admitt^d^ 
that if there are things in that letter, which my 
client might wish had never been written, he is 
not the only person who coiiimitt6d to paper on 
the occasion, what required to be both forgotten 
and forgiven. Take it to be the case, as my 
learned friend contends, that Mr. Fletcher still 
retained every opinion expressed in it, down to 
the time when he renewed his addresses to Miss 
Dick ; am I not equally entitled to bold that Miss 



Bi&v dow6; to the time ^he Accepted tbesv ^^^ 
dnsses, repented not one syllable of the veryr 
oliaste; elegant; and conoipUm^itai'y letter* l»y 
which ^e broke off the fir^t correspondmce t 
AsDsi who, in that case. I should like to know^ 
would hear off the polm for sincerity and^ood- 
fliith? 

That the letter of Miss Wck hikd really the 
effect of producing a strong impre^siou th^t she^ 
was iodiflferent to the match, I can prove by otbeB 
testimony besides that of the defendant himseUV 
In a letter written to him by his father on the oc- 
casion, and which will be proved to you in evi'^ 
dence/ the old gentleman, than whom, as I am 
informed, a more upright and worthy individual 
neirer lived, says, " Your mother and father, and 
^ yc^r relatiam here, are of opinion lliat you 
should have no more correspondence with Miss 
Dick. Her proposing to delay the marriage for three 
years is a manifest token that her love to you is very 

^ I thiukt' Gentlemen> you will, upon the wholes 
;igree with n^, that equal justice will be best done 
to. both Mr. Fletcher and Mi$s Dick, by holding as 
at length forgotten and forgiven, ail'the ill-natured 
thipgs which, they said of ^ach other at the time of 
th^r.^rst-quarrel. We shall by doing so, to be surej 
^eak. qp th^ whole ^SLhr^c ,of: my leari^ frieAd'f 
^ngfnious a,nd eloquent argument ; t^ere will be 
^ttep BO mahoe ra^Uiqg inthebreast (^my.unhap£y 
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dieiit .£3t t^u tofig f^ax^ aad' at last bursting &>xih 
in a schibine of revenge against Miss Dick aud hej: 
fiuaity, 60 dark aad d^dly> that the very djevil ha& 
to tie coajtired up to keep it in countenance-^, 
there wiH be thenno "male coquette" m the case> 
kiflkting a blot on human xiature such as it never 
sustaitted before ; but, on the other hand. Gentle* 
men, we shall be putting no more than a charii: 
table construetion on the motives of both the 
parties to this ill-fated attachment ; we shall be 
interpreting ntatters according to our .more ordi^: 
nary exrperience of human life ; we shall have no 
romance in the case, notliing but plain downright 
matter of feet. 

My learned friend has been pleased to deride 
the idea that my client ever felt really sorry at the 
coldness which Miss Dick evinced, or was sup- 
posed to evince, in 1812, and which led ultimately 
ta her then breaking off the correspondence bcr 
tween • them ; but when you take that raticwial 
view of Mr. Fletcher's subsequent conduct, which 
I bar^ now suggested, youiwill find the best possic 
ble evidence of his sincerity in this respect. Sorr 
row, as -we all know, and as most of us may pro- 
haUy have felt, is a far more enduring affection of 
the mind than- anger, which is indeedrbut one of 
^ts many moods ; and when, as in this instance^ 4t 
arises from slighted love, H is, above all» difficqit 
pf cure* For awhile, and in. public ^speciallv, it 
way affect the joyoqs laygl^ o^ spiteful j^er, h^t 
^^ppner or> later, they silent bpux is sfire to anim 
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when tlie memory 6f dearljr cjherislied affectiotts 
vrill break in like a fiood dn the taiind, and sweep 
away whatever petty feelings may h^ve beeii 
vainly endeavouring to usurp their place. It is 
true, Mr. Fletcher could not well be else than seri- 
ously offended with the terms in which Miss 
Dick conveyed her dismissal of his suit; it may 
he even true, as I have supposed, that he at first 
exulted in escaping the. chancfi of rivalling So-^ 
crates in matrimony, if not in martyrdom ; but 
after the angry passions had had their day of 
<ioise and bustle— when he found the faithless fctir 
irtill the unexpelled mistress of his heart — when 
he began to call to mind all her good qualities,' 
iind to consider how the upbraiding style of his 
sisters interference was calculated to provoke 
even an angel into a momentary aberration from 
jpropriety — when he thought of the prize he had 
to regain by a sweet forgiveness, and of all the 
pains to be endured from a longer struggle with 
his feelings, can we wonder that he forgot and 
forgave every thing—" gave up all for love,'^ and 
** thought rei;e;2^e well lost ?'* 

To do thus, was but to do as good feeling 
dictated — to do as a thousand others have done 
before, and as ninety-nine out of a hundred would 
do in similar circumstances. There is nothing in 
this course of events, but what is all very natural 
—nothing but what is of every day bccurrence; 
the result is just such as any one might expect to 
happen, where an early and deep rooted attach* 
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meat ha& been banHced in the moment of e^pected^ 
fruition, by some trivial misunderstandings 

The view which I now take of the case, I rest , 
upon the great volume of human nature, and on 
what, to the honour of human n?iture, are its^^xed^ 
and ordinary principles of actidn. But the view^ 
which my learned friend hai9 endeavoured to press/ . 
upon your belief, is one, as he himself confesses, . 
which has nothing natural in it, and which he 
can fitly 'designate by no other term than that 
of being ** truly demoniacal/' It is indeed a de- 
mon's part which he would assign to my client; 
he would have you to believe, that in revenge for 
Miss Dick's conduct in 1813, in revenue for an 
injury of ten years standing, he cpolly and de- 
liberately renewed the correspondence in 1823^ 
with no other purpose than that of wooing and 
betraying her, a second time,, to derision and 
scorn. Need I ask. Gentlemen, on what facts 
and circumstances he founds this monstrous con- 
clusion ? It is too monstrous, for sierious refutation. 
It belongs to a school of extravagance, which,, 
little to the credit of our national taste, has lately 
had some encouragement among us, and which, 
my learned friend, knowing that Common Seme 
is the presiding deity here, should have left tO; 
flourish, or rather I should say, to disgrace those 
boards, where, in the shape of plays from Mr., 
Shiell, or operas from the Germian, it has usurp<^, 
for a time, the place of those inimitable pictui;?)^ 
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oIP real life and tftaniifers, left m by our immortal' 
Shakespeare. 

T6 what then. Gentlemen, is the present case thus 
rfeduced? To one of a simple breach of promise of 
marriage, distinguii^ed only, though hot justified^- 
Iwill allow, by the circumstance that the lady 
who complains of it was herself once guilty td-*^ 
wards the defendant, of the very offence with; 
which she noW accuses him. I do not mean, cier*' 
tainly, to sfeiy, that the defendant's apologies for- 
breaking otf the match were just as judiciousry 
and consistently brought ft>rwani as they might- 
have been; I regret that there is so much room 
for wishing that he had acted in a more uniform^ 
candid, arid straight-forward manner ; but I i^alt 
be content. Gentlemen, if the fact be allowed that/ 
for oine reason or otheii— no matter what — Mr/ 
Fletcher had lost bis liking for Miss Dick. It doetf 
appear to me, that without the fullest liking in ft 
conriexiori of this kind, there can be no rational 
pirospect of happiness, and that a lady who, eveb^ 
an the way to the altar, discovers that she has lost 
ffaat place in the aff(^tions of her intended hu$- 
band, on the faith of which she promised hina hei* 
h&nd, has cause to be glad, rither than sorry, thalJ 
dhe has made the discovery while it is yet time to 
draw back, it is a case for pity^ certainly, to be 
led on thus far, with the gaze of the whole world 
spon you, and to be then obliged to retract; btit 
fed times more, in my mind, is the lady ta hn 



ptied^^wWiHiiBfUspmipus of any albat^tieatx>f' ajt^^ 
i^ohmeMt, advances to the altar; aadgjiy^s beii 
Tt^m^ as well as heart to one whip/ obedient to whal^ 
hn errpnirausly supf>ode^ to be tl^e call of honom^ 
CK <rf duty, qiud, foKgetftil of the solenan vow whi<^ 
he. takes; " to A}^^/' as well as? ^* honour, comfort; 
and. kefep her," gives only a cold hand in return* 
The gaze of the world, its derision or its commis- 
seration, are but the sufferings of a moment ; but 
to be wedded to alienated affectioiis, is misery for 
life. I cajre not much at what time you may supr^ 
pose Mr. Fletcher s inclinatio^n for the alliance ta 
kave wholly ceased ; whether before or after Dr« 
Dicks' interference in behalf of his daughter. It is 
enoagh, in ray view of the matter, that, in either 
case, the affections of the man nd longer coincided 
with. his legal. obligations; and that though Miss 
Dick liad called every power on earth to her aid, 
she could not hav« recalled that love which was 
gove foi* ever. I must confess, however, that it is 
by no means clear to me, that at the time Dr. Dick 
interposed; the case was become just so desperate 
as tills. It is^ evident enough, that Mr. Fletcher's 
iiidi&ation for the marriage .was previously on the 
wane; but I do think, that had Miss Dick and her 
friends xi6t assumed, just so hastily as they did, a 
ttuoatening and compelling attitude — had they 
shewn a little more patience, and Jorbearance; and 
loving-kindness-^tfae ^tenng swain might yel 
haive been wan back to lore and;dtEty« But wfae^r 
ther I am correet in tlu&siippositioii o^ niot, I 



fmte, GeBtlemen, you must all feel^ with me, that, 
iSiere was enough in that attitude to put to utter 
l^ght a far greater share of good<will to the match, 
tiian there is any probability Mr. Fletcher pos- 
sessed. My learned friend has spoken of the Rev. 
Doctor's letter, or pleading, as he styled it, in be- 
half of his injured daughter, as something so elo- 
quently touching, that it would have moved even 
a heart of adamant ; but, Gentlemen, I mu^t, 
though at the risk of endangering my character 
for sensibility, declare that a more sour, uncotir- 
teous, matter of business, browbeating production, 
I never read. It had nothing, in the least, of a 
kindly, conciliating, or healing character about it. 
It told my client, in as plain terms as could possi- 
bly be used, that if he did not marry Miss Dick, 
he should be made to smart for his conduct. It 
brought matters simply to this issue : that Mr. 
Fletchei: behoved either to submit to have it ssdd 
that he w^s forced, or, as a friend of his has well 
expressed it, dragooned into the marriage, or to 
make up his mind to brave all the fury of an in- 
censed and vindictive father. That my client act- 
ed a prudent part, in preferring the latter alterna- 
tive, I will not say; for now that he has experi- 
cnQced what the threat of the Rev. Doctor really 
portended — ^now that he has felt how unsparing 
was the vengeance in store for him, extending not 
only to the destruction (as fax as in the enemy 'fit 
3M>wer) of his character and usefulness in society, 
but to the destruction of the very means of bis sub- 
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ssiStence— now that it has been provjedinhii^]|^el?M!i 
th^t to break a proinise of Adarriage to the daugh? 
terof a chiefof the Scottish Secession Ghutch, J$ 
a crime deserving ten times more punishment than 
a. breach of promise to any; other, person ; in the 
kingdomr— now that all this bitter experience has 
cpzne over him, it may sometimes, perhaps, harfe 
occurred to him, that he would have acted with, 
more; worldly wisdom, had he overiooked the dic- 
tation of the father, and endeavoured to remember 
only the virtues of the daughter. But it, will, at 
least. Gentlemen, be allowed, that the part which 
iny client preferred, though it has been a perilous 
and a suffering one, was that of a man of spirit— I 
would say, not only of spirit, but of honour and in- 
tegrity : for, sacred as a promise of marriage may 
be regarded, I hold that there is yet one thing 
more sacred, a regard to truth and to religion; Sup- 
pose my client had, without sufficiently consulting 
the state of his affections, been ftughtened into a 
compliance with the demands of the Rev. Doctor, 
and giVen his hand, without his heart, to his daugh- 
ter,, what would have then been the triumph which 
tiie Rev. Doctor would have achieved ? He wotiM 
have had the credit of having compelled a brother 
minister to invoke the Almighty's sanction to the 
declarations of a deceiving heart and lying lip* 
He would have had the credit (need I say how be- 
coming his sacired office ?) of having added one 
taore ta the marriages 9ior registered in heaven*. 
Surely, Gentlemen,^ I have my warranty for say- 



.ksgfth^i tlkeRtv: Poctor has dause to led gtdU^ 
fol to that courage and smcerity yrhiclk ^m^d MmL 
from the commission of so great a sin. Surely I hap^ 
a right to lay claitn for my <:Iient to some meriil 
iti not having added to his simple breach of pro^ 
isftise^ the serious guilt of a compromise of principle. 
To decline performing an engagement which We 
43aniiot fulfil with the sincerity essential to its honest 
fulfilment, may be a <Mime in the eye of what Is 
termed the law; but I trust. Gentlemen, that you 
will show, by your verdict this day, that it is nd 
crime— nay, something very much the reverse- 
according to every canon> both of morality and 
common sense. 

EVIDENCE FOR THE DEFEl^CE. 

Mr. Scarlett then proceeded %o call the foUowiog 
witnesses for the defejoce. 

MissEuphemia Fletcher y examined by Mr. CetmpbeUv 

Look at that letter, (handing to the witn^s a lettor 
from her father, the Rev. WilHam Fletcher, to hef 
"brother Alexander,*) is it in the handwriting^ of your 
^ther P— Jt is. 

Did you receive in the course of last summer, a letter 
from your sister, Jean Fletcher, tespecting a corre- 
spondence between your bi*other Alexander and^ Miss 
Dick, of GlasgoviT, in 1812 and 1813 ?-.l did. (Produces 
the letter, t) 

When your brother renewed his addresses to Miss 
Dick in 1823, I believe your sister Catharine and 
yourself were residing with him ?— -We were. I had had 
the management t>f his household concerns for nearly 
ten- years preceding. 

Did you make any opposition to the marriage between 
your brother and Miss J)tck}-^it would haw been 
in ymn for us. to make any oppevition* W$ disapproved 

f Appendix, -B. N«k 1., - ■■ f Appendix, B. Jfor?^ • 
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of the match, certainly, as we had a right to do; bnt 
contented ourselves with reminding Alexander of the 
letter his father wrote to him after tlte first corre- 
spondence was broken off. So far, however, from Tfi^lting 
•to stand in the way of the marriage, we told him, that 
in two days nfter we intended to depart for our native 
country, where kind friends and a'comfortable home of 
our own awaited us. 

Do you know anything of Mrs. Jean Pirie ?— Tdo 
much. For nine years she was our professed friend ; but 
behaved afterwards like the serpent which made Eden 
a wilderness. 

How so, pray ? — ^Wliile she -was on terms of intimacy 
with us, and saw how happy we were with our brother, 
we discovered .that she had been writing secretly to 
<Miss Dick, telling her not to mind a word We might say 
against the match. 

When you made this discovery, did you tax Mrs. 
'Pfa'ie with her duplicity ?*-^Y€s; One day when my sister 
and I were in the vestry at Albion Chapel, Mrs. P. came 
into us and said, " O girls, why do you thus avoid me? 
I cannot sleep- in the night when 1 see you pass me 
without speaking to me V* My feelings were powerfully 
excited by her-duplicity-^for now the vail was rent from 
my eyes ; I saw beneath the mask she had so long^ worn. 
i replied, ," Can you ask that, \^'hen you know you have 
4Qcetved us?" She said, ^M.do not understand you; 
.1 am sure I would serve your brother with the left band, 
jimt you with the right" I answered, " You are a de- 
ceiver, for you have been writing to Glasgow," She 
^rais^d her . bands and eyes to heaven declaring, timt if 
she went to death that moment, she never had done so ; 
that she had not known the correspondence had been 
.renewed, till she had been told of it on tbe Tuesday 
before, by a lady ! " Say not so," I returned, " when 
you know you have written." This sentence informed 
•fcer that her true character was known ; she dropped the 
mask on my giving this direct contriMliction to her 
declaration of innocence, " Well, then, I have been 
^writing to Glasgow, and the time may come Wheh I will 
ishow you the tellers." " Tbci time wiH never come, ea\d 
I, that I shall even touch what you have written." 

Cross-examined by Mr. Phillips* 
Biit why, Iny gobd lady, should you have been so angry 



96 

vitb Mrs. Pirie, if it be true, as you hare iofarmed os^ 
that you had no wish to stand in the way of your 
brother's marriage with Miss Dick. You had made up' 
' your minds, recollect, to quitting your Eden before this 
serpent^ as you are pleased to call, this respectable lady^ 
made her appearance on the scene." — We were angiy 
with her for acting io double a part. 

Are ^ou not aware that it was at your brother's request 
that Mrs. Pirie wrote -to Miss Dick ? — I have heard so. 

Have you seen a letter of your brother's, in which he 
says, " that ever since you had received intelligence of 
his then intended marriage with Miss Dick, you had 
been in the most violent opposition to it 5" and farther^ 
** that your avei'sion to the marriage was part of 
those events of Providence with which he was surrounded 
on all sides, and which, like the billows of the raging, 
sea, were beyond his control?" — I have. 

And how do you contrive to reconcile these statements 
'with those which you have made here to day?-^ 
Witness remained silent. 

Mr. Phiixips. — ^There must be some deliberate mis- 
representations among you. I suspect, the only safe 
conclusion w^ can come to is, to believe neither. 

Miss Jean Fletcher, ea:amhted by Mr. Campbell, 
In a letter of yours, which has been produced by your 
sister. Miss Euphemia Fletcher, you give, what' yon 
say, is a- copy of a letter written by Miss Dick to your 
, brother, in reference to one you had addressed to her* 
Did you make that copy from the original ? — ^No ; I gave 
it merely from recollection. 

You have seen the letter itself, however? — ^Noj but 
my brother told me its contents. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Phillips. 
Did you ever read any letter whatever from Miss 
Dick ?-*Never. 

Mr. Scarlett said that he had no further evi- 
dence to offer. 

Mr. A. Fletcher himself now stepped forward^ 
and solicited the attention of the Court for a few 
moments. 

Chief Justice.— Your cause, Sir, has been 
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very ably advocated by your counsel^ and you 

had better perhaps let- well alone. I will not, 

. however, refuse to hear you, if you have smy thing 

^ further to offer which you think essential to a 

proper understanding of youp conduct. 

* Mr. Fletcher. — My Lord and Gentlemen of the 
Jury, itis with the greatest reluctance I now address 
you. There is a compulsion of necessity, syid a 
compulsion of duty. Both unite in bringing me 
, forward : the former I am unable to resist, and 
the latter I am inclined to obey. I have care- 
fully enquired, " What benefit can result to so- 
ciety, to the church, or to individuals, by thus 
publishing to the world the circumstances of a 
correspondence which once existed, which was 
j/?r^f interrupted, and ihen brought to a conclusion 
by a variety of causes? What benefit can result 
.to society, to ; the church, or to individuals, by 
occupying the public mind, both in England and 
in Scotland, with scandalous animadversions upon 
one who, like other men, is liable to fall, but who 
anxiously wishes to be a blessing to his country, 
; qtnd to mankind ? " On the most cool and de- 
liberate enquiry, I find that neither individuals, 
nor society, nor the church can benefit by the 
publicity given to the affair between Miss Dick 
and me, — by the details of our broils, and the rea- 
sons of our mutual hostility— ^by the develop- 
ment of our corrupted passions, and the effusions 
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of our spleen. It has, therefore, appeared- in some 
measure unaccountable, tliat my antagonists should 
have discovered so much solicitude, after they 
have exhibited me in the Court of Bang's Bench^ 
and then in the Ecclesiastical Court of the Sec«- 
sion Church, to exhibit me again, before my 
already satiated countrymen, at the bar of your 
tribunal. Let me think, — " What can be the mo- 
tive by which their pure minds are stirred up ?'^ 
It may be this ; — they employed the first expe- 
dient as an engine to accomplish my riiin. Has 
it succeeded ? No. After the tempest of the 
legal conflict subsided, I still appeared the pos- 
sessor of character,, credit, and usefulness. Not 
one real friend had forsaken me ; new accessions 
were made to those who remained stedfastto their 
insulted and persecuted leader. They employed 
the second expedient as an engine to accomplish 
my ruin. Has it succeeded ? No. Ecclesiasti- 
cal anathemas have been poured upon my name ; 
arrows have been directed against what is dearer 
to me than life, and without which life must prove 
a load intolerable to endure. After the storm ef 
ecclesiastical violence, my antagonists have stfll 
found me the possessor of character, credit, and 
usefulness, and the ranks of my supporters and 
friends increased to a degree, which more re- 
sembles the dreams of fancy than objects of 
reality ! The third expedient they now employ 
is their last, their greatest effort to acccnnplish that 
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irain which' they found themsebres unable to efioct 
fby their former attempts. like Pharoah^ they 
'hare^said, ''We will pursue^ we will overtake, we 
will divide the spoil." Let them take care lest, 
ISke Pharaoh, they be buried in the Red Sea of 
their own presumpticm. May I add, that this- ex- 
ipedient is their last, their dying struggle ! It is a 
powerful convulsive movement, but it is the har- 
binger of dissolution. Join with me. Gentlemen, 
in wishing that, when they shall.find the inefficacy 
of this their last attempt, that enmity may expire, 
which has stimiilated them in all their projects, 
and not attend th^tn to another world, where, like 
the vulture, it will prey upon the vitals of those 
who have surrendered. themselves. to its dominion 
in this! Should they accomplish my ruin, what 
advantage shall they have procured for the^i- 
selves ? Shall they be lifted up by my downfal ? 
Shall my destruction prove the basis of the irpro- 
sperity ? Alas ! it is now no problem in the his* 
ftory of nmn, "whether he can plan the ruin, of 
: another when it is not to advantage himself." 
The joy which such a destroyer feels I know not^ 
I leave its description to those who have not beea 
ashamed to proclaim to the world, that they are 
the abettors of enmity, and. the advocates of re- 
vengeful malignity ! 

All along, I have viewed the attempts of my 
enemies as originating vs^ satanic inflMenee, and 
stimulated (by the worst passions which eaaagi*^ 

h2 
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tate the human heart, as their object has been evi- 
dently to drag me down from ohe oi the most im- 
portant stations that has ever been occupied by 
any minister in the metropolis. I have seen the 
malevolent intention throughout, and though I may 
be chargeable by some, as giving place to a wild 
enthusiasm, I have uniformly experienced a con- 
viction, during this unnatural and disgusting con- 
flict, that these parties shall be frustrated in all 
their intentions : that they shall find themselves 
to be only " potsherds fit to contend with the 
potsherds of the earth;" and that they are fool- 
ishly and presumptuously contending with an arm 
stronger than that of man, which has hitherto 
proved the shield of my defence. 

I know from the extraordinary publicity which 
has been given to my first and second corre- 
spondence with a certain lady, that from the almost, 
unparalleled excitement which has been pro- 
duced in this country, many were led to suspect, 
if not to conclude, that I had been guilty of the 
most perfidious acts — of the basest treachery : 9/ea, 
that I had practised the acts of the vilest seduc- 
tion ! ! I ask, who would not have concluded this 
to be the case ? But what must be the surprise 
of the discerning public, of a generous and free 
people, when they find this to be the case— ^that I 
have scarcely seen the lady for ten years;. that 
during that period I Jiad not been in her father s 
house ; that the second correspondence only last- 
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ed about five months ; that it was interrupted not 
by^ any want of respect to the lady ; that a delay 
of marriage was occasioned by the heaviest and 
most tragical family calamities ; and that the cor- 
respondence was finally brought to a close, by th^ 
imprudence of the relatives of the lady, and by the 
most disgusting and presumptuous interference of 
ephemeral friends^ who adopted a method unheard 
of in the annals of the history of man, namely, 
force, to compel a man, almost distracted by afflio- 
tion> to enter into a connexion, which, of all others^ 
requires a sky, clear and tranquil, and not covered 
with clouds of threatening calamity, or agitated 
by storms of tumultuous vicissitude ? Whether 
these. things have been proved or not, I will leave 
to the decision of that bar of public opinion, before 
which T appear, and where I am convinced, candid 
confessions will be received with compassionateX 
magnanimity, and where a sentence of honourable 
acquittal will be awarded, grounded on a defence 
which has for its basis the immutability of truth. 

That I take great blame to myself for the re- 
newal of my correspondence with Miss Dick, I do 
not deny ; but I cannot suffer it to be inferred, that 
1 concur in all the concessions which my learned 
counsel has, for the sake of argument, I suppose, 
thought it proper to make on the subject. When 
Mr. Scarlett was employed, on a former occasion, 
to defend me in the Court of King's Bench, he was 
pleased, in order to amid argument, I presume, to 



wimit (iK4mt'hehad no authority Iroixi me to uddiit)'. 
tliat I had teen guilty of a Weadi of promise of. 
mwiiage. Not being persoosdly present oft that 
occasion, I had no (^portunity of entering my dis-^ 
s^it from the admission of my counsel ; but the 
case being otherwise now, I feel that'I am impe- 
riously called upon to state how far I agree, or do 
not agree, with the concessions which he has made 
in my name. Mr. Scarlett has admitted that tibe . 
second correspondence began with an overture on 
my part. Now this I deny.* Nothing but force: 
compels me to refer to that communication from^ 
the lady which has been so firmly denied by my . 
assailants. But a^ the assertion of this truth has 
been declared to be the foundation of the action 
which was raised in the Court of King's Bench, I 
will, with the leave of your Lordship, call a most 
respectable witn^s, who will prove, beyond the 
possibility of a doubt, that such a communicatioa 
was sent to me by the lady. With respect, again^ : 
to the admission that I was ultimately guilty of a 
violation of a promise of marriage, I can only con* 
cur in it thus far— that, in the eye of. the law, I am ^ 
guilty. I need not say. Gentlemen, that there may 
be a legal violation of a promise, where thei^e is no 
moral violation. The man who promises, at a parr > 
ticular day> to pay a sum of money which he owes^ 
but is unable to do so when the day arrives, is guilt^ff 
of a legal violation of the promise; but who will 
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say that he is guilty of a moral violation of it? No. 
mam will m^ke such an assertion. In my case Mr. 
Scarlett may do right in allowing the legal viola- 
tion of my engagement, but not in granting the- 
moral violation ; because, allowing that I was le- 
gally bound to fulfil my engagement in the month ' 
of September, I was morally prevented from doing- 
so, by a heavy domestic calamity, which inter- 
vened. Should the following question be address- 
ed to me; " Sir, if you were justly considered 
pledged to marry your former correspondent, do 
you consider what you communicated in the two 
letters, of the 25th June and 3d July, a reason for 
breach of promise of marriage?" I would instantly 
reply. No. Such an opinion I never entertained, 
and such an opinion I never expressed. I never 
said so in writing ; I never said so in conversa- 
tion. When I wrote them, I considered they con- 
tained reasons of delay, and I consider so now. 
My affection remained unaltered to my corre* 
spondent; I was even laying the plans for the ac- 
complishment of our union, after the letter which I 
subsequently received from her father, and on 
which my counsel has animadverted with so 
much merited severity. On receiving that let- 
ter, however, I looked with terror on the 
event of being related to a gentleman who could 
write to me as to the vilest of beings ; and on re- 
ceiving another letter from the daughter, approving 
of all her father had said, written, resolved, and 
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threatened, I must confess I looked with appalling 
suspicion on the event of being related to a lady 
who could permit and sanction such an oppro- 
brium being heaped on him whom she expected to 
be the partner of her days. 

It is universally acknowledged. Gentlemen, that 
love is a plant of very delicate texture, and it has 
often expired by circumstances the most apparent- 
ly trifling and capricious. Human nature illus- 
trates this every day. This memorable letter was 
like pouring the burning lava of Vesuvius upon the 
blossoms of a tender flower. The disgust which 
it has excited is as strong as at the first moment 
my mind came in contact with its malignant viru- 
lence. I am blamed with treating the reverend 
wri ter of the letter with contempt and scorn. His letter 
I did treat with contempt and scorn, and will treat 
with contempt and scorn, while I live and breathe. 
It is worthy of the heart which dictated it ; and I 
shall ever rejoice, that my existence shall not be 
embittered by being related to one whose disposi- 
tions I hold in such deserved detestation ! {Ex^' 
pression of disgust throughout the Court.) " Heaven 
grant I may never meet him on earth, till the aspe- 
rity of his nature is softened by the resistless in- 
fluence of the religion of peace ! '' Mr. Fletcher 

sat down. 

Chief Justice. — ^Who then is the witness yoil 
mean to call to prove that Miss Dick com- 
menced the second correspondence ? 
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Mr. Fietcheb: — James M'Crone, Esq. of 
Castle Mona, Isle of Man.— M'Crone, where are 
you ? 

Mr. M'Crone (a very respectable, elderly 
looking gentleman) then stepped into the witness- 
box. 

Mr. Flbtcher. — Do yon know any thing. Sir, of the 
renewal of a correspondence between me and ' Miss 
Dick, of Glasgow, in 1823? — You know, very well. Sir, 
that I was not consulted about the business; but in vin- 
dication of the part I have taken, I must say, that I had 
as much proof as would hang a thief^ that after the first 
courtship was broken up ten years ago, the lady again 
came forward and wrote. — One witness says, ** I saw 
and read the letter ;" another says, " I and another lady 
read it, and had our jokes on the subject." A third 
witness said, " The letter was sent by mistake from the 
minister's study and came under my inspection." This 
shows I was correct in my first conjecture, when I said, 
in my letter to Mr. Pirie, " Now, when she cannot do 
better, she comes forward with the offer of her hand." 

Cross-examined by Mr. Phillips. 

Will yoii have the kindness. Sir, to mention the 
names of any one of the three witnesses you talk of ?— * 
No, Sir ; I am not at liberty to tell their names. 

And yet you feel yourself at liberty, on anonymous 
authority, to propagate what I now tell you is an in- 
famous slander. I have but two questions more to ask 
you. Sir. When, in your letter to Mr. Pirie, you owned 
that the lady had made an offer of her hand, did you 
know that to be the fact on any sort of authority what- 
ever ?— 

I did not then know it to be the fact. 

Who told you first that it was the fact ?— 

I do not remember — 

Ohoucj Mr. M'Crone! 

Mr. Phillips said, that though entitled to a 
full reply» he felt that any thing of the kind was 
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utmeqesdtry ; he would oeCupy the attetition of 
the Court for but one moment. He wished merely^ 
to repeat his most solemn denial that Miss Dick 
had l]^ken off the first oorrespondence in the 
t^xns imputed to her^ or solicited the second in ' 
any terms whatever ; and to remind the Courts 
that neither Mr. Fletcher's counsel nor Mr. 
Fletcher himself, had succeeded in producing any- 
thing more than mere hearsay evidence on these 
points, and that evidence of such a description as 
to make it doubtful whether it was hearsay or 
pure invention. 

• 
The Chief Justice then proceeded to charge 
the Jury. — He looked upon the offence with 
which the defendant was charged, as one which 
in its simplest form, and stripped of all aggrava* 
tions, was one of great enormity, much greater 
than the world seemed generally disposed to 
allow. Perhaps there was no human ^affection 
which could bear less to be capriciously sported 
with, than that of love in a female breast. Onoe 
fairly awakened it possesses her wholfe soul, and 
tinges every sensation ; nor is its intensity more 
than faintly discovered in its extemar develop- 
ment. When it leads to a lawful and honourable 
connexion with the object of its regard, it is the 
surest of all passports to a life of tranquillity and 
happiness ; but when faithlessnessr and desertion 
are its portiim^ iH fanngs btt toQ frequesiliy jcuin, 
recklessness^ and^ mbsr]; in^ittii lmn>/ Ih niti^ 
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cases ant of ten, it is theoircumstaace which de 
cides between living %o usefulness and honouTy. 
and living only to bitterness and shame. Events 
may sometimes arise tx) justify a breach of pro* 
mise of marriage ; but rarely^ indeed, does such a 
failure of engagement take place^ without inflictr 
ing great and irreparable injury on the female 
who is its unhappy victim. Every man of right 
feeling, every man of honour and humanity, there* 
fore, must feel it to be his duty to consider well 
what he is about before he indulges in those at* 
tentions, which, according to all reasonable inter*- 
pretation, have marriage for their object; and 
when once be has plighted his troth, none but rea«- 
sons of the weightiest import should ever induce 
him to draw back. Now, what had we here ? A 
promise of marriage twice made and twice 
broken; owing in the first instance, perliaps, to^ 
faults on both sides, but in the second, owing, most 
unquestionably, to no fault whatever on the part 
of the lady. And what reasons did the defend^ 
ant offer in defence of his conduct? Did he 
plead that he had been drawn in to make the prof^ 
mise .rashly and inconsiderately ? No. He had ^ 
the modesty indeed> in opposition to the more 
gallant and prudent course pursued by his coun^ 
sel> to say that the lady had made him an unso^ , 
licited tender of her^ hand-; but nevtf had there 
been witnessed a ni^ore di^graoefiil fsulure tiian IMb:^ ^ 
Fleteheorhud ejshibiiddin hi&^tjtempt to .provf iii' 
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evidence this dastardly imputation. No defend- 
ant, in a case of this kind, had ever less reason to 
plead want of consideration or want of will. The 
attachment was one which he had formed in early 
life, which he had had ten years to reflect and 
brood over ; and in all, but w^hat love he felt for 
the lady, he was as free as air, when he sponta- 
neously and deliberately renewed his proposals 
for the alliance. Had Mr. Fletcher's love then 
for the lady cooled, or had obstacles arisen which 
placed it out of his power to fulfil his engage- 
ment ? The defendant had protested very solemnl y, 
that the latter and not the former was the case ; 
but looking at the nature of those obstacles, at 
the shifting manner in which they had been put 
forward, considering how much reason there was 
to suspect the sincerity of the defendant in the 
importance which he ascribed to them, and of 
how little real importance they were in any view 
that could be taken of them, it was diflScult, nay 
impossible^ not to come to one of two conclusions ; — 
either that there never had been any real love in 
the case, but (as Mr. Phillips had contended) a 
malicious intention from the first, to sport with 
the feelings of Miss Dick and her family, or that 
his love, such as it was, had from some cause or 
other, not only cooled, but sunk to the very freez- 
ing point. If it should be the opinion of the Jury, 
that the former was the case, then, indeed, had 
the learned counsel most justly called upon them 
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to mark by their verdict, their horror at a scheiae 
pf treachery withput a parallel in the history .of 
human baseness. But inclining, as they would 
probably do, to the more charitable conclusion, 
that merely a change in the defendant's inclina- 
tions had taken place, it would still occur to them 
how comparatively venial his conduct would have 
been, had he only frankly owned that such a 
change had taken place, and stated manfully that 
on that account alone, he could not fulfil his en- 
gagement. There was much truth in what Mr. 
Scarlett had said, that however much the situa- 
tion of a female deserted by the man she loves is 
to be pitied, it is bliss compared with the lot 
of one who is wedded, but no longer loved. 
Alas! 

'* What damned minutes tells she o'er, . 
Who dotes yet doubts, suspects yet strongly loves./* 

Nearly all the "eaaormity that there was in tfee 
case, arose from the manner in which the reve- 
rend defendant had chosen to back out of his ea* 
gagement. There had been a want of manliness 
and honesty in the whole of his proceedings, not 
more disgraceful to his character as a member of 
society, than as a minister of the goapeh He had 
shuffled, twisted, and turned a thousand ways, 
and done every thing but tell the truth, and re- 
pent his errors. Instead of acknowledging, with 
Christian hunyiity^ the injuries which he had 
done^ iand making allowance for the indignation 
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which his conduct was naturally calculated to ex- 
cite in a woman whose aflfections he had outraged, 
and a family whose honourable feelings he had 
insulted — instead of submitting to just censure, 
' and only opposing unreasonable exaggerations— in- 
stead of only endeavouring to regain the good opi- 
nion of his friends, and to avert the hostility of 
his enemies— he all at once turns round, and from 
the defendant becomes the assailant — declaring 
' kimself the injured and persecuted party —scatter- 
ing his impotent abuse, and venting his pointless 
malice against his once " adored" Eliza, and all 
who honourably espouse her cause. The most 
shocking part of his sophistical correspondence 
and pleadings was, the continual mixture of things 
sacred with things secular — holy with profane ; 
and the terrible temerity with which he had at- 
tempted to bring Providence to his level — to 
make Providence his shield in deserting the ob- 
ject he effected to covet so eagerly-^the indi- 
Tidual he professed so dearly to love. Before the 
throne df God (if we might believe him) he sought 
her — ^in Hi« Holy name he invoked her, by His 
holy name he vowed eternal love and constancy ; 
and it is him who places at length a barrier in the 
^way of their union, which no human hands coaid 
remove! TSierer, perhaps, :had there been eac- 
Mbited a more frightful portraiture, upon rtiite 
"whole, of «i uneandid, rancorous, and revengefol 
«pint» -wearing the garb of saacttty, and calUfig 
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for the constructions of charity. The impious 
freedoms which the defendant had taken with the 
name of the Divinity were, his Lordship was sorry 
to say, but specimens of a certain hypocritical 
cant, and daring perversion, and misapplication of 
sacred sanctions to the common occupations and 
ordinary occurrences of life, which was become too 
prevalent in this country. It was confusing the 
ideas, unhinging the minds, and leading into a 
maze the better feelings of multitudes, and wouldj^ 
if not checked and put down by common sense and 
true religion, infallibly tend to drive mankind to 
become either fanatics or infidels. 

The Jury then retired, and after an absence of 
five minutes, returned into Court. 

Sir Walter Scott. — " My Lord, we unani- 
mously find the defendant Guilty upon the whole 
counts of the indictment." 
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DOCUMENTS PRODUCED FOR THE PROSECUTION. 

No. 1. — Rev. Alexander Fletcher to Rev, Robert Fletcher. 

The Glasgow business is all over ; I aip happy at it^ very 
happy ; I wonder at my great stupidity. Jean has done me 
much good in the matter. She sent down to her Ladyship two 
bulletins of a very curious nature. This week I have sent back 
all the cold, barren, icy letters I ever received from that lump-' 
ishj selfish woman, with whom I have been so long enthralled— 
thanks to God for the deliverance! Jean compared her to 
Delilah I She wrote back to Jean and compared her to a *****^ 
Keep this secret I am looking around here ; God will guide 
my steps. No longer will I stop to insults ; may we ever rise 
above them. I think Mr. Dick the most impudent fellow 1 ever 
met with ; his philosophy has done him little goojl ; I have done 
with him. 1 like Alexander and George ; the mother is Mrs. 
Hypocrisy, and Miss D. what you cfuled her on the road to 
Paisley. Write me soon. 

I am your loving brother, 

Alexander Fletcher* 

London, Oct. 1823. 



No. 2. — Rev. Alexander Fletcher to Miss JbicL 

Received I3th Feb, 1823. 
My dear Eliza, — It is my intention to pass through Edinburgh 




nxiously wait your i „ 

address to me, " Albion Chapel, Moorgate, London." Write 
me without restraint; for, be assured, I will never betray or abuse 
your confidence and affection, should Providence favour me by 
malwing me the object of them. 1 hold your parents and family 
in the highest respect and esteem. May God bless you and bless 
them. I am yours, most affectionately, 

Alexander Fletcher. 
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No. 3. — Mr. Fletcher to Miss Dick. 



' London, May 22, 1823. 
My dearest Eliza, — It is painful to my feelings that 1 hare 
been prevented from answering your most affectionate letter 
sooner. Since the time the welc9rae messenger arrived, I have 
been moving from place to place, like a king's courier, and have 
not enjoyed a day's rest and retirement til) now. You are closely 
ehtwined round my heart, and every letter I receive from my dear 
Eliza makes me more thankful that 1 live in the hefert of one who 
so d^«a«rvedly occupies the highest place in my admiring estima- 
tion, I«an yours, I am your own ; roy heart is youls ; you constantly 
live in niy thoughts, in my warmest affections, in my fondest de- 
sires, and in my most animating hopes ; you are Ynine ; I claim 
you as mine own ; I thank God that ever my thoughts were di- 
rected towards you, and that Providence ever directed your 
thoughts towards your own Alexander. O my dearest Eliza, I 
embrace you with my very soul, when you tell me you look for- 
ward to the arrival of a period not remote, when you shall be be- 
side me, when you shall be my companion^ when you shall lire 
with me as my comforter, and when you will do every thing in 
your power to render him happy who shall consider it the greatest 
earthly bliss to make his dearest Eliza happy. Sometimes f 
think I am whispering into your ear, not only the affectionate 
feelings of my mind, but the sweet realities of our holy faith, which 
darry the thoughts onward to the joys of heaven, and I think 
that these are not only excited, but answered by my loving Eliza, 
in a manner which makes me taste the exalted enjoyments of the 
religion of the heart : — sometimes in the indulgence of fancy, 
which, I trust, will soon, soon be exchanged Jbr realities, I think 
1 am listening, amid the darkness and the silence of night, to the 
sweet ejaculations ascending from the lips of my loving Eliza to 
the throne of Heaven. Often my heart rises up to God for you, 
and I am conscious that often I am not only the subject of your 
thoughts,' but your prayers. The expectation of living with you 
fills me with delight. O may my God and.your God grant that, 
before many months pass over our heads, that expectation may 
be fulfilled ! It is my wish, my prayer, that, if Providence spare 
me to visit my native land, I may not return alone. My dearest, 
dearest Eliza, make me happy in saying in your next that you 
will not suffer me to return alone, and that you will enter with 
me on a career which will add to our mutual prosperity and bliss. 
On that career I »flen think. I may say the prospect of that near 
relation almost constantly engages my thoughts and my prayers. 
From God I have sought you, my loving filiza, and to Him I 
look for the fulfilment of all my wishes. . Long, I trust, we shall 
travel together, band in band and heart in heart, in this world. 
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less. Your sweet letters make me more and miHre anxious for 
tbe arrival of a day when we shall no longer lire separate front 
each other, but when we shall be one in relation, as we are now 
Qne in affection. I trust Divine Providence will prepare the waj 
before us, and that it will evidently appear the will of Him, wm 
is the wise Disposer of all events, that, on my return, my dearest 
friend, my own Eliza, the object of my warmest affection, will 
accompany me to a sphere, where 1 know she will ,be happy ia 
doing goodf. Oh, Eliza, give me, with the greatest freedom, the 
sentiments of your mind on this subject ; I wish I were near you. 
to hear them whispered into my ear, by a voice^ the accents of 
which will, I hope in God, often comfort m v heart. My affecticKn 
to you^ my dearest Eliza, is extended to all your family ; I love 
them ail, and consider myself honoured and happy in being the 
i^harer of their esteem. Give me the address of Alexanders 
office ; I may call there iSrst on my arrival. Remember me mosi 
affectionately to all, and particularly to your dear parents. Em«: 
brace the earliest opportunity, my dear, dear Eliza^ in writing 

Your own loving 
Miss Dick, Rev. Dr. Dick's, Glasgow. Alexander. 



No. 4. — Mr, Fletcher to Miss Dick, 

London , June 1 3, < 1 823. 

My dear Eliza,— It was last Sabbath morning, on my arrival 
at the chapel, that J received your most welcome, affectionate, 
and encouraging letter. You are dear to my heart, you have 
devoted yourself to me, who am infinitely unworthy. of such a 
blessing. With longing anticipations I look forward to that day, 
when, in the kind Providence of God, I shall see my dearest 
Eliza. May I be prepared for meeting my loving Eliza, and for 
enjoying the society of her whose fellowship I prize above every 
earthly enjoyment beside ; and to render whom happy I shall 
ever consider as my greatest earthly bliss, it is my intention, if 
possible to leave London and reach Glasgow at the time already 
mentioned. There is a proposal to make some important alter* 
ations in the chapel during my absence, both, by way of ornament 
and enlargement. 600/. will be wanted, and must be raised be-^ 
fore my departure. It is intended to be collected by the female 
friends of the congregation. This is a smile in Providence, for 
which 1 ought to be thankful. Last year, that is from June, 1822^ 
till June^ 1823, our managers have reduced the debt of our chapel 
nearly about 500/. and when they had balanced their books had 
in hand 60/. Never have we had such a prosperous year, as it 
regards funds and comfort. O that I coula also add true spin- 

a2 
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tual saving benefit. You have inost lovingly consented to ac- 
company me on my return to London, which will liiely be the 
month of September. Thas you have afforded me the highest 
testimony of your affectionate regard. Jt is true that I have made 
no regular intimation to my two sisters here, though by letters from 
the north it has been mentioned to them. 1 am wrong in not 
plainly telling them. Many hints and allusions have dropped 
horn me to give them an opportunity of putting the question to 
me, but they have never yet done it. J am angry at myself, but 
cannot help it. My sister Euphemia has taken the management 
of my domestic concerns for nearly ten years : she has been as- 
sociated with me in all my difficulties and encouragements, and 
has certainly acted her part with great ability and aJection. For 
nearly half a year I have been preparing her mind for under- 
taking the tuition of a number of young ladies, for which she i^ 
exceedingly competent, both by natural endowments, experience, 
and education. She could command a very considerable number, 
and might soon, upon the score of income, be more comfortable 
than myself. This, my dearest Eliza, is a matter which is now 
engrossing my thoughts, which I consider inseparable from our 
expected connexion; yes, that relation with. my loving Eliza, 
which every returning day unceasingly engages my heart. You 
may have heard of the name of Mrs. Pirie, a most respectable 
lady of my own age, truly pious, and of the most tried friendship. 
She is highly friendly to our intended union, and has mentionea 
to us that she proposes being in Glasgow this season, when I shall 
be. in Scotland. 1 have resolved to tell my mind freely to her, 
and to employ her in assisting me in carrying on my plans with 
my sisters. May God sanction my efforts, and succour my at- 
tempts with his blessing! Then, on the one hand, 1 shall have 
discharged a duty of gratitude to my sister, in answering the most 
equitable claims, and, on the other, | shall be the happiest of 
beings in the enjoyment of my dearest Eliza, and in devoting my 
whole life to add to my Eliza's felicity. Here my duty and my 
affection have come in contact. 1 trust the God we both love 
will enable me to pursue effectually that wise course, by which 
I shall find, by the month of September, my sister happy in the 
career of honour and of usefulness, and myself blessed in the en- 
joyment of my own Eliza. Remember me affectionately to all 
the excellent liEimtly. Take the earliest opportunity of writing 
me. May God bless my dearest Eliza ! 

I ever remain your loving 

Albxander. 
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No. 6.r-Mrs, Pirie to Miss Dick. 

June 18, 1823. 
My dear Friend, — ^You ^vill be surprised at receiving a letter 
from one who is, comparatively speaking, a stranger to you. 
The cause of my writing to you is the result of a conversation I 
had yesterday with fi friend of yourSj my own much-loved pas- 
tor. I do not hesitate to say that at present he is surrounded 
with much opposition to his own wishes, which was the cause of 
his opening his mind to me ; and fearful that a spark of it may 
fly north, the very delicate matter has devolved on me, of request- 
ing you to keep your mind uninfluenced, fearful that any means 
may be resorted to for that purpose. With a little firmness and 
decision, 1 hope matters will be arranged to the satisfaction 
of those who have the happiness of his valuable life at heart. 
Be assured that nothing but the diflSculty of ^5ur friend's situation 
could have induced me to have written to you. There has been, 
ray dear friend, a special Providence irt all' that has befallen the 
snbjecfof this epistle. Jt has been my privilege to mark his pro- 
gress for twelve years. He has beert in the furnace as a minis- 
ter and as a brother ; in every instance he has come out with bis 
charact^ brighter. Jt is heedless for me to speak of him as a 
minister : his useful and laborious life speaks for itself I hav^ 
had every opportunity of seeing him in private life, and his cha- 
Tacter has been that of the Christian minister. Pardon the 
liberty I have taken in writing to you in the way I have done, 
but it is the spontaneous result of a mind deeply indebted to a 
faithful minister of Christ. This ^communication is unknown to 
Mrr Pf rie : he knows nothing of the matter ; it is between our- 
selves. In the hope that you will receive this as it is meant, and 
'anticipating the pleasure of hearing from you, acknowledging the 
receipt of this, believe me, my dear Madam, your's, with sincerity, 

(Signed) " Jean Pirie. 



No. 6. — Miss IHck to Mrs. Pirie. 

My dear Madam, —This morning I received your very friendly 
letter, for which I beg you will accept of my warmest thanks. 
The contents of your letter did not altogether surprise roe, as I 
bad laid my account with opposition from the quarter you have 
alluded to. Indeed, ever since the commencement of our cor- 
respondence. I had determined that any means used from that 
quarter should have no influence on my mind. I hope, however, 
tbat nothing of that kind will occur, but if it should, your friendly 
and salutary hin^s will be of use to direct me how to act Be 
assured, my dear Madam, from the friendship which you have 
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shown to Mr. Fletcher, and from the high terms in which he has 
mentioned it to me, that if Providence should remove me to a 
. distance from mj nearest relations, I will consider nryself happy 
in being placed near such a valuable friend. As 1 understand 
jou are to visit Scotland in the course of the summer, my mother, 
to whom I showed your letter, wishes to be kindly remembered 
to you, and desires me to say, that it will afford her much plea- 
sure to see you in Glasgow. I remain, fcc. 

(Signed) Eliza Dick, 

Glasgow, Jane 23, 1823. 



No. n.'^Mr. M'Cnme to Mr. Pirie. 

Castle Moi&a, Isle of Man, June 17th, IdSQ. 
My dear Sir,--^It is with regret and sorrow that I address my* 
self to.yott at this time ; because, the information 1 am to give, 
if it be new to you^ as I presume it is, must occasion surprise and 
grief to o«r female friends at Homerton. The Minister is to be 
married in July. I do not think it strange that he should tal^e 
a wife, &r that is quite natural, and was to be expected ; but 
that he shonld have carried on a plan so far, without communi- 
cating it to his sisters, who have done so much for him, and de^ 
-serve his eonfidence in eve^y respectso well, is what j consider 
•not only strange, but ill usage. 

To you> and Mrs. P., I need not say how much they hare done 

for him — many an anxious day and night they bav^ spent in 

-studying his comfort and respectability ; and, doing so, they have 

not only consumed the he«t part of their lives, but put into his 

hands their little^l; therefore i leave it to you to say, if, under 

such ciceomstaDces, it is using them well, to rush into a state 

which must necessarily turn them out of his house at a very short 

warning. 1 know their proud independent spirit well ; and, I am 

sure, the. news thus suddenly told, must well nigh break their 

-liearis. It is not a Uttle humiitalii^ too,, thai the kdy, niany years 

ago, rejected him with scorn, and ill-treated his relations : and 

now, when she eannot do better, she comes forward with, (he offer 

of her hand, and he is so silly as to say. Yes : I write confidently, 

fi)r my information is from a source communicated by the lady 

herseii'. I have to beg of you and Mrs. P. to see Euphemia, and 

let matters be. concerted and manikged for the best ; and tell her, 

:ibe ^smd her skters may always look to me, as kng.a8 I live, as 

their friend and connselbr. And, before the knot is tied, it 

wtmld be for the Minister granting them at least a le^ document 

ibr their money in his hands ; which, in respect of services (in- 

ndttaiole, and whieh he x;aa never repay,) shoakL' not fa^ dion- 



pisbed from its original aoioimV e^en although they may hare 
received part to buy what they stood in need of in clothes, &c, 
1 have heard a great deal of late, about preparing the house for 
4>ur projected visit ; but little did we think it was for a new house- 
keeper. . I repeat again that no one had a right to be offended 
at the step he is about to take ; nor would offence have been takes 
jiad it timeously been told to them, who ought not to have been 
kept ignorant oi it— -them, who would almost have laid down their 
lives tor his peace and happiness, and who had the honour and 
^prosperity of his congregation so much at heart. 

Mrs. M' Crone and all our young ones are at Dunblane; and 
I hope to be there early in July ; and if ray sisters come there, we 
ahaU all live comfortably together. It was my fixed resolution to 
liave visited them^at Homerton this summer j but that is now out 
of the question ; — ^not that the connexion is disrespectaUe, but 
the very reverse ; but because I know Ihw think more highly of 
themselves tbaa all the Fletchers or M'tirones on earth ; and, 
consequently, I consider Mr. Fletcher a lost brother to us alL 
1 beg to hear from you on receipt hereof; and I hope, on this oc- 
casion^you will continue your wonted aood services, so as they may 
liave their little matters well arranged iand settled : for they nusC 
not proudly and pettishly lose sight of their ow» interest 
With kind regard to you all, 

I remain your faithful and humble servant, 

(Signed) James M'Cronb. 



No. 8.— ilfr. Pirie to Mr. M' Crone. 

London, June 34, 1823. . 
My dear Sir,^ — I received your letter of the 17th ult. to which 
I should have replied in course, as requested, but I vfst^ anxioua 
.to have an opportunity of previously seeing the Parson and his 
sisters on the subject of it. I have seen them ; and deeply regret 
that even^ the most distant insinuation should have been thro\^li 
out by any of his sisters against his forming a connexion which 
all his friends should rejoice to see existing. To me it appeal^ 
to be a most desirable one in every point of view ; and f am coil^ 
vinced it would give satisiaction to the whole of his coiigregatiori. 
It appears to me — his sisters^ who have indeed expressed as 
much to Mrs. Pirie, and another femate inend, have resblved 
the union shall never take place ; and they are endeavouring, hff 
every means, to prevent it. How far they will find this to pro- 
mote their advantages, or his, time will shew ; but sute I am, that 
. if he has committed himself in any degree to the young lady, anid 
la consequence of the interference of his' sisters, or ^ny rielations 
earthy be should draw back — fr^m that moment I ;slk>iild te4 
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bis usefulness as a minister, and Ms character as a man, would 
foe at an end : and I declare, I should not hesitate, in that case, 
to stand in the front rank of his opponents, should he have 
pledged himself so far that, ^s a roan of honour, he cannot draw 
Dack ; that he will do so I cannot prerail upon mysdf to believe, 
but this will be decided soon. If the marriage take place, I en« 
tirely agree with you that whatever property he has belonging to 
bis family ought to be legally secur^ to them ; and, it' I am con- 
fiiulted in the matter, shall most assuredly advise this being done. 
It is however a question of figures, about which no difficulties 
need be made. 

1 am very sorry that the circumstances in question will pre- 
vent us having the pleasure of seeing you in London ; but must 
confess that much as I should like to see yon and Mrs. M^Crone 
. here, I would rather forego the pleasure lor a lime, if I could in 
the meanwhile, see the minister settled with a virtuous and 
amiable wife at Homerton. Excuse me for employing an 
amanuensis, when I say you would have little chance of being 
able to read my own writing. 

I beg to be very kindly remembered to Mrs. M'Crone j and 
in this my wife desires cordially to unite. 
1 am, with regard, Dear Sir, 

Yours truly, (Signed) John P. 



No. 9. — Mr. Fletcher to Miss Dick. 

Eliza, — I purposely change my manner of address in this let- 
ter, riot because there is any alteration in my views and opinions 
of you, for thei'e is none; but because the melanclioly history 
which this epistle contains may be submitted to the inspection of 
those who are most deeply interested in your welfare and happi- 
ness : a phraseology only to be seen by your own eye may be^ 
commendable, which would appear disgusting in the eye of 
others. In general, since I last wrote you, I have endured a 
storm of affliction, and am still enduring it, which cannot be de- 
scribed ; and unless Providence allay the tempest, I cannot tell 
what will be the consequences. Could 1 possibly conceal it from 
you, to save you the pain of the communication, I would do it, 
but candour, necessity, duty, and even a regard to your ultimate 
bappiness, compel me to give 30U a detail of circumstances, 
which have all happened since you received my last. Last Sa- 
turday week, my unfortunate brother Robert made an attack 
wpbn my residence, of such a violent nature, that the remem- 
brance of it overwhelms me with ansuish. For two years and 
more his iniquities, and crimes, and outrages, hare wrung my 
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heart with anguish. Often he has attacked my dwelling, and 
threatened mvseli' and sisters with death. Under the inlQuence 
of inehriety, be has poured from his lips torrents — must J add, 
of imprecations and blasphemy, the recollection of which stiB 
strii^es me with horror; he even attacked the chapel on theLord^s 
Day, insulted the people, and, at one time, during service stood 
before roe in one of the aisles in a threatening attitude, when I 
thought I should have expired. With the advice of friends, I 
was prevailed upon to summon him before a magistrate. Never, 
never shall I foi^et the sufferings of that day. O that 1 could 
obliterate it from my recollection. He was bound over to keep 
the peace for a certain time : during that period we had no an- 
noyance: Immediately on its expiration he began afresh, and 
with redoubled Violence and malignity, all his cruel assaults 
upon my dwelling and chapel. I sent another officer of the few 
to him; the measure had the effect for a season. 1 heard of his 
reformation — ^my mind began to be tranquillized. Some months 
passed joyfully along. Then 1 began to think my prayers for 
him were answered. This was the state of matters when our 
correspondence was renewed. But, alas ! on last Saturday week, 
he came like a roaring lion from Tophet. His raving and exe* 
crations were heard nearly a quarter of a mile off; crowds of 
people were assembled near the gates ; the neighbourhood was 
alarmed ; and he did not leave the dwelling till be was wearied 
out with the excesses of his outrages. On the following Sabbath 
he came to disturb me at the chapel, but was providentially pre- 
vented from accomplishing his purpose. If I send him to prison, 
as the magistrates told me, he must mingle with the worst of hu- 
man beings, who will add to his depravity — who will fan the 
dame of his malignant passions, and who may prepare him for 
the commission of some desperate felonious act, that would lead 
to a disgraceful death. God knows ! that, for years, I have been 
living in the dread of being murdered by him, and in the very 
pulpit have been alarmed with the fear of being destroyed by 
him. When our correspondence was renewed, many testimonies 
eanie to me that he was a penitent. 1 believed them ; the sky 
was clear and peaceful. Thus was filled up the few happiest 
months I ever sp^t in the metropolis. I have thoughts of put- 
ting him in a mad4iouse. More than half a year ago I had meti 
employed to watch him^ and to convey him to a place for }una«* 
tics. "They failed. I rejoiced they did; for if they had suc- 
ceeded, in a few days or weeks he would have resumed complete 
use of his powers. He would in diis case have been set at 
liberty. He would then have either raised an action against me, 
or have fallen upon and destroyed me. This- is the affecting 
situation in which I am placed, with respect to my poor miserable, 
abandoned brother. Tnis awful and heart-rendmg event com- 
pletely unfits mef forthe frenntj of carrying on our carre^nr 
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dmce; and till the- sky brightensand the. starm ceas0Sy itMoi 
impossible for me to write to you in my present agitated state oj[ 
suffering^ as it is to fly in the sky. Only a sense oH imperiou^ 
duty has eiUracted this tragical, but true and £Eiithi'al communi- 
cation from your afflicted — 
Xpndon, June 28, 1823. Alexamdes. 



t No. 10. — Substance of Reply ^ — Jilts* Dtck to Mr, Fletcher. . 

I tM him that I received hi« letter with my usual pleasure^ 
but I was much sorprised on opening it at his change in the mode 
of addressing me, but that the explanation had relived my mind 
in some measure^ and the declarations that there was ap change 
in his views and opinions of me. That my parents and all the 
fomily sympathised very much with him in the melancholy ac- 
<iount which he had given of his brother's conduct ; bul^ having 
beard repeatedly of his outrages, we were not se much surprised 
as he might suppose ; that it must be very painful to him to see 
bis brother^ and one who had been his companion, soTnuch left 
lo himself. But that he might bdieve that it had no effect upon 
my mind, nor for a moment made me change from my fi^^ed pur- 
|>08e of folfiUing my engagements to him, and the vexation he 
.w|ui receiving from his bi^ther only strengthened my resolution 
i)i becoming the companion of his sorrows. I also told him tbal> 
jprhen 1 came to the conclusion of his letter, where he says th«t 
the conduct of his brother totally unfitted him for earr^ing on the 
iZQrrespondence, I could not understand what he meant,iapd could 
XK>t for a moment suppose that, en that account^ be intended to 
put a stop to a correspondence with one whom he had told ^' that 
no change had taken place in his views atid opinions.'* this ha(}y 
Id some measure, supported my mind ; and what he had* said in 
t]ate close of hi«i letter 1 bad either mistaken the meaning oij or 
believed it was written under the influence of strong feelings;, fcyr 
I ^ould not for a moment allow myself to think that^ on account 
4>f the assaults of a brother, he would give up a correspondency 
:wiih one who was willilig to leave her family for him^ and who 
Jiever changed in her affection ;-r-that if, by what he said, he 
.Hifiaiit to delay the ^larriage, I could not see what purpose it 
oould serve todo m, as it would not prevent his brother from bet- 
inaving as he had already done ; that it was known and expected 
by my relati(»)8 ; the xepojpt was quite public in Glai^ow ; that I 
did not make it kipow^ iP}!self, but I had» of late, •fbeii, been 
^questiooed as to :lbe truth ol' it ; and, as I comidere4 it a fixed 
4Higagemepty I bod not denied it ; that my mother had begun to 
m3ke pr^arations for the. purpose; that! looked forward to hiis 
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nekt letter^th great ansietir, and hoped it ^ctld idlayaHnrjr 
fears ; a«d I hoped to receive an answer^ by teUini of po«t ; tha^ 
my parents ana the whole family united in sympathising with 
him, on account of his brother; bat they could not see in aiiy 
way how it conld put a stop to the correspondence or the intended 
nnion ; that my mther eKpected him to preach for htm as he ImkI 
promised, and we were all happy in looking forward to his visit. 
This is, as far as I can remember, the suMance of my answer 
to Mr. Fletcher's letter of the 23d of Jane. It was Beat by re- 
tttfn of post. 

(Signed) EuhuDick* 



No. 11.— Jlr. M* Crone to Mr. Pirie. 

Castle Mona, June, 29, 1823. 

My dear Sir, — I have to thank you for your letter of the 24th 
inst. As to the matter of the minister's intended marriage, I can- 
not form any opinion, for I have not received a syllable from 
him on the subject ; nor, till this moment have I had any cor- 
respondence With any of his sisters regardi;ig it, Excepting with 
my own wife ; and I hope there is nothing of treason in makii^ 
it the free subject of disenssis^:^ — and it is quite possible we diay 
have very good reasons for disapproving of ihe connexion, thoogli 
these reasons nsay remain with ourselves. If it be true, as fame 
reports, {but fame ofttimea is d lying trumpet,) that the lady made 
the advance, sa that the miauster has been drawn into eone*^ 
spondence without previous reflection, or evei| prudent fore- 
thought, the drawing back, if it were to be so, would in that case, 
admit of explanation ; but if, on the other hand, he voluntarily 
made the proposal, and has brought matters to a certain lengthy 
then my opinion decidedily is, that it would, humanly speaking, 
be *^ drawing back to perdition." But being as ignorant as St. 
T'aul's steeple of the proband cons^ and, as already said, can 
form no opmion on the subject, will most assuredly give no ad- 
vice. ' 

My reason for writing to you had for its object, the sole pur- 
pose of soliciting you to interfere with your good offices to get 
my sisters' pecuniary affairs so arranged, as that they mi^ht take 
away what they brought, with the interest it would have gained 
if it had been placed in other hands ; for I considered, and stiH 
do consider, that their meat $ind clothing merely has been com- 
pensated, and much more than compensated, by ihe teit yea^ 
anxious care and labour for this same minister. Andlfthey wifi, 
inthisTery thing, follow my advice, which I shall glveibr'tte 
'first time, by this post, fliey will try 'to effect *tWs,' and fkistaiiay 
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go to Scotland, wh^re they Have a home of their own, and where 
they will find a welcome reception among many friends ; and 
- where too th^y will find mCy their guardian and protector, proud 
%o rank myself among them. 

The minister has, in my humble opinion, to say the least oi it, 
treated his sisters with great want of confidence, and from all 
. you know, you cannot fail to be of that opinion also ; and, no 
doubt, they still bear in mind, that this same lady, as the story 
goe^ once refused their brother with much hauteur j and. spoke 
evil of all his relations, because he had the monstrous presump* 
> tionto aspire so high. 

I beg to be kindly remembered fo Mrs. P. and your brothers ; 
and wlien it is safe to come to London, without the risk of being 
drawn into the scrape of meddling or interfering in this matter — 
a predicament I shall most studiously avoid — 1 assure myself of 
>6ry great pleasure in accomplishing my wish ; meanwhile, 
I remain, ' 

Yours most sincerely, 
(Signed) Jaues M*Cbonb. 



No. 12.— Mr. Fletcher to Miss Dick, ' 

Eliza, — ^I employ, in the beginning of this letter, phraseology 
similar to my last, as it may be read by those who take a deep 
interest in your welfare : your own good sepse will see the pro- 
priety of this. Befor3 and since I sent you the last melancholy 
communication, I find the truth of these fines :--* 

'' As sparks in close succession rise. 
So man, the child of woe. 
Is doomed to endless cares and toils 
Through all his life below.*' 

The aversion of my sisters to the intended relation was what I 
never dreamed of, particularly after a lapse of ten years. Were 
this aversion confined to one or two, it might be endured ; but 
when I find it has extended to nearly the whole, I am inexpres*- 
sibly distressed. Could I persuade myself to be willing to be 
separated from them for life, and that you and I could be happy 
together with such a separation before our eyes — could my re- 
gard to you destroy my fraternal alTection to them, or could [ 
bring myself the length of disregarding both their friendship and 
their feelings, I would at once, even now, enter into the con- 
nexion ; but I cannot. Mrs. Pirie has done infinite injury to my 
sisters here. In the overwhelming ardour of her mind, instead 
.of attempting to reconcile them to the object of our wishes^ she 
baa wojunded and afflicted them to a degree almost incredible. 
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In addkion, Mr. Pine has written to roy brother-in-law, Mr. 
M'Crone, in a form which has increased, and not lessened^ the 
evil. It* you hare any desire that the event should ever take 
place, beseech Mrs. Pirie to abandon her interference : she has 
even laid the matter before my managers, and has given (forgive 
me) a disgusting publicity to that which should have been held 
secret in the most sacred concealment. Even Miss Helen's 
letter she has handed about from one manager to another. Pro- 
vidence is frowning on all she has done, while I allow that 
in part she has acted from good intentions. Situated as I 
Hm at present, I cannot visit Scotland this season. You are 
put in possession of a knowledge of circumstances which I 
would willingly have kept from you, if duty had not compelled 
me t(f reveal them. If I had concealed them, and brought 
you to London in the emergencies of my situation, you would 
have justly reproached me for the most unwarrantable cruelty. 
I have given you my sentiments, dictated as much by affec- 
tion as by prudence and necessity. Be so kind as to write to 
me, by return of post, your exact sentiments and opinion upon 
the case, and express them as freely a^nd candidly as I have ex- 
pressed mine. 1 cease not to commend you to the care of Him 
who careth for you, and is aUe (O that he were willing) to com- 
mand the dark and troubled clouds of our tempestuous sky to be 
dispelled. ' 

I remain yours, &c. &c. 
(Signed) Alexander Fx^tcher. 

London, July 3, 1828. 



No. 13.— Dr. Dick to Mr, Fletcher. 

Glasgow, July 7, 1823. 
Dear Sir, — ^When your first letter arrived, we sympathized 
with you on account of your brother, but could not avoid feeling 
some surprise, that, after having written to Eliaa in so alarming 
and discouraging a manner, another letter should not have 
speedily followed, in a different strain; but now it seems there 
is a different obstacle arising from the same quarter, which ter- 
minated your former engagement. I am unable to conceive that 
your sisters can have any objection to your marriage wfth my 
daughter, which they would not have against your marriage with' 
any other young lady, who was in every respect your equal and. 
theirs ; but, as I know nothing about them, I shall not at present 
attempt to discover their motives. In affairs of this kind, the will 
of parents has been frequently regarded, but sisters have no 
right to interpose their negative ; . and no man of honour and 
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•pifit #Dii1d>c(fti«det Adr'oppoMtidli W d, sufficient l^efMeii for - 
lircaakii^ off so solemn an engagement. Wbat Imve they to do 
with the fntore hapi^iness of his life? And is their pleasure to 
be consulted at the expense of Tiolatir^^ the most sacred obltga* 
lions f II' your sisters expect that their opposition 'will a second 
time induce Eliza to give up her claims on you, they will find 
themselves mistaken. Your correspondence with her is not a 
secret: preparations faaTe been made for the marriage, and our 
fiends expect it to take place at the time fixed by yourself. I 
am aothorized by Bliza to say that she insists that vou shall fulfil 
ytur engagement It would surprise no person tliat she should 
m so, who reflected how averse any jioung woman would be to 
be twice disappointed in the most important affair of her life, and 
twice held up to the pity and scorn of the public. You are 
caUed to perform your promise, by your honour as a man, and 
by your character as a minister of religion. What would yon 
tmnk of a man who had twice abandoned the woman whose 
affection he had solicited and gained, because bis sisters did not 
ajpprore of the connexion, while th^ could say nothing against 
ber character 1 If you are at a loss, put the question, I would 
not say to a Christian friend, but to a man of the world. It 
wouhl be easy to give his answer ; but I shall leave it to your 
own meditations. 

Your declining to come to Scotland will serve to make the 
matter more public, and^ as you specify no other time, gives 
ground for suspecting that you will ultimately draw back. Hi- 
therto I have not interfered in the business, but now I am called 
to come forward, and to tell you plainly, that 1 will not allow the 
honour of my daughter and my family to be trifled with again. 
With your sisters 1 have nothing to do : but I have to do with 
your solemn engagement^ and I insist that it shall be fulfilled* 
You will yourself be convinced, I trust, that every thing ho- 
nourable and sacred requires you to do so. If I am disappointed 
in Una expectation^ the affair will not end as it did formerly, for 
I am determined to take every measure to vindicate the honotr 
of my daughter, and to expose to the public a train of conduct 
of which there will be few examples upon record. I expect to 
bear from you in course $ and if you wish to act wisely and 
honourably, it will not be till I shall see you. 

I am. Sir, yours, truly, 

(Signed) J. Dick. 

On looking over your letter again, I observe that you say that^ 
in &e present state of your feelings, you cannot enter into the 
oonnexion. Your feelings seem to incline far too much to one 
aide. Has my daughter no feelings ? Are you under no obliga- 
tion to respect them 1 And have you said one word in your two 
letlen to relieve her? Is she to be harassed and your sisters 
to be soothed and gratified ! I am almost tempted to exclaim^ is 



ibb DMA Biiircere in Us f9o%m&m of leife who joanthiitf tfdallbei 
woman of bis choice ? 1 advijiae you to consider well what yon* 
are doing, and to be aware, of being again influenced to shu^^ 
sknd then retract^ as tbe consequences will be ro«ieh more serious 
than you seem to apprehend. You complain of the conduct of 
(me or two individuals who are your real friends, and seem to. 
know what honour demands from you. Learn from them what 
will be Xh& judgment of the public, if you should ever stand/ 
before its tyibunal. 



No. 14,— ilfr. Fletcher to Miss Dick. 

July 17, 1823. 
Miss E. Bick. — ^With surprise I received your father's letter, 
an4 with astoaisbment and distress I read it. That he should 
have stept forward in this stage of the business, in an attitude 
so formidable, repulsive, and threatening, confounds me. If 
you had been brought to the altar itself and then abandoned, 
greater severity of expression could not have been employed. 
The language of Providence to me in that letter is, ' pause,* 
Though it is written in the style of authoritative command, and of 
ominous and prophetic warning, yet the language of Provi- 
dence to me in that letter is, ' pause,' Did you see the letter- 
before it was sent ? Did your father see my last letter ? I lear 
a negative answer must be given to both these questions. J sent 
you a discreet letter. Why did you not answer it yourself? My 
two last letters were dictated by events of Providence, which 
have surrounded me on all sides, aiKl which^ like the billows of 
the raging sea, are beyond my control. They were not strata- 
gems, but they have been treated as such. They were not the 
contrivances of unhallowed invention, but they have been treated 
as such. They required sympathy, but they have excited 
nothing but the rankling agitation of haughty indignation. Is it 
possible that your father has«read my two last letters, and written 
me as he has done ? Or, if he has not read them, how could he 
have written me as he has done 1 In these two letters I am con- 
scious that I have done nothing inconsistent with that prmciple of 
honour on which your father lays such stress. He thinks other-* 
wise ; and has threatened me that he will pu«h matters to the 
most violent extremities. This is a development to me which 
I dare not express. Had I deserved it^ little logic would have 
shown me the danger and rashness of such threatenings ; bat 
conscious I have not merited it, the business is hurried into a 
labyrinth of tenfold perplexity. In the present heart-rending 
state of my unfortunate brother, 1 am^ net only authorised, but 
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compelled to pause; and with respect fo the friendihip i^ the 
most valuable of my earthly relatives, it ousht not certainly, to 
be rashly and contemptuoasly abandoned. My plans for seeur* 
itig this friendship, in connexion with other objects raenijoned 
in former letters^ have been frustrated ; first, by most extraor- 
dinary interference in the south, and, at the present, de$ti*oj^ed 
by the most unlooked-for threatenings from the north. I leave 
yourself to judge of the reasons why I decline answering your 
father's communication. They are sufficiently evident from the 
preceding part of this letter. Candour obliges me to acknow- 
ledge, what I would otherwise most willingly conceal, that the 
last epistolary intelligence from Glasgow has produced a change 
— a total revolution in my views^ which solely dates its origin 
to that cause. In this I have been passive, like the lamb in the 
grasp of the lion ; and how the evil which is done is to be undone 
must belong to the invention of a wiser head than mine. 
I remain, yours^ &c. 

(Signed) A. Fcbtgher* 



16. — Mis% Dick to Mr, Fletcher. 

Glasgow, 18th July, 1B23. 
When I received your last letter, I was thrown into such a 
state of distress, that I could not answer it, and therefore em- 
ployed my father to do so for me. He told you my'sentiments 
on the subject : that the opposition of your sisters would not 
induce me to give up my engagement to you. You will remember 
that^ in your third letter to me, you solemnly engaged yourself to 
me, and told me to consider you as my own property. Since 
that time I have never thought of you in any other way. To my 
father's letter I expected an immediate answer, but as no acknow- 
ledgment has yet arrived, I write at present to beg an answer to 
this by return of post. The aversion of your sisters to me, ought 
to have been considered at the commencement of our corre- 
spondence, but. can have no effect, now. Your honour, your 
character, and your solemn engagement, forbid you to yield to 
their opposition. I cannot tell you how much 1 am hurt. Your 
conscience must accuse yoi/ of injustice to one, who must feel far 
more deeply than any sister, and who has never changed in 
her affection to you. Your two last letters are cold and un- 
feeling, and you have not said one sympathising word for all you . 
are causing* me to suffer. 1 can hardly believe that he who wrote 
me these two letters is the same person who wrote me with 
80 much aflfection not many jlays before. You may conceive 
whatray feelings are, when I tell you this letter is written o^i the 
day that I looked forward to with so much pleasure, whpn I 
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expected to see you in Glasgow. OKen was your arrival the 
siroject of our conversation, and we all anticipated much hapl> 
piness in the prospect of having yon among us. I cannot tell 
you what I have suffered for tnese three weeks past. I hope 
you will answer this by return of post, as the suspense I am 
under is dreadful. I cannot allow myself to think thai you have 
received my two last letters and my father's, otherwise you 
would certainly have returned an answer before this time. ' Tell 
me distinctly, m your answer to this, what your intentions are.«^ 
I am,' &c. 



iVb.. 16.— -itfr. A. Dick to Mr. Fletcher^ 

London, Sunday Morning, Aug^ust. 3d. 
Dear Sir, — I arrived here late last niglit, and have come up 
at the desire of my father and sister, to nave a personal inter- 
view with you, on the subject of your correspondence* You 
must be aware that something decisive must be done. I have 
written to you to*night, as 1 understand you reside during the 
week at some distance frora>town. As I have only a few days to 
remain, and, as we must come to some definite understanding 
before I depart, 1 hope you will appoint some early hour to- 
morrow, ana you can name any place of interview you please. 
I shall expect an immediate answer, fixing the hour and place of 
meeting, which you can send to my lodgings. I am, &c. 

(Signed) Alexander Dick. 



No. li.—Mr. Fletcher to Mr. A. Dick. 

Dear Sir,— My long and true attachment to your sister I need 
not state. The former blighting of my hopes was among the 
most painful circumstances of my life. Time did not obliterate 
the impressions she had made; and when I thought of wedded 
happiness, I could only address the object of my early and 
constant love. If she ext)ected hiy visit to Glasgow with emo- 
tion, how much more vivid were the hopes I felt! — That 
honourable love, disclaiming selfish happiness, taught me that 
candour must be manifested, even though that candour should 
produce affliction to myself. Could I then withhold from Eliza 
a'statement of the wretchedness with which the relapse of my 
unhappy brother, to guilt and violence, then haunted my pulpit 
and my home ? Or, would it have been candid not to mtimate 
the aversion which my.relatives evinced to a unioUj, from which 
I hoped for comfort aud delight? Should not sympathy have 

b 
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iittepded my. ogmmuiiicatibn?) And shotild shrprise # *«* 
'^easure huve been excited, that I did not desire toiunh oft 
marriage, when unexpectedly, I found that my Wife WouM ftot %i 
"kindly greeted by those, who, next to her, were dearest to tny 
heart 1 or, when she must hate come to the midst of angu?sh m 
alarms ? Well might 1 then, however unwilfingly, suggest delat/y 
pxxd strange must have been my character if 1 could nope for 
*oy, looking on the tears of my sisters: or when my potff 

brother was to he confined as either guHty or insane! But 
affection made me hope that these evils might be removed, And 
that though 1 did not this season visit Glasgow, yet that I might 
hereafter come a happy and 99 a more- welcome guest. These 
sentiments dictated tnese letters, to. which I received, not from 
your sister, but from your father, a strange reply. Of him I wish 
to,i§peak with yeneratipn, as of ^11 the family with merited 
respect ; but why should 1 conceal what I have already t?x- 
pressed, that the neglect of your sister, and the letter bf^yo^ir 
father, excited in me anguish and idarm, and well might make 
me pail^e. — ^To be reprimanded, threatened, traduced— to be 
addressed in language which nothing could require or justi^, 
was a sad premise as to my future destiny, and produced nesita- 
tion as to a Connexion with a family who thought that I deserV^ 
to be so treated, or would so treat me undeserved. New and 
painful motives for delay were thus created. — What man, capable 
of delicate atta(;hment, could endure to be forced by censures 
and by threateningsto a union, made welcome only by tenderness 
and choice? Nor has this hesitation been diminished by the 
treatment I have since received. Publicity has been given to 
the affair — the kind and liberal friends who manage the affairs 
of our chapel have been strangely addressed ; attempts, which 
honour must coudepin,. have been made to prejudice against me 
those whom I justly honour, and to whom I owe so much. Law- 
suits have been . menaced, my conduct has been viljfied, my 
integrity has been assailed* and efforts have been made to iitjure 
my character, dearer to me than life, on which my peace arid 
usefulness depend ; and, even Mnce you arrived in London, witl^ 
H message, as 1 hoped pe^cific, 1 have heard that some of tny 
letters to, your sister have beqn shown j and, ailhbugh 1 wfsn 
jto hear of suph condiiqt with iipbelief, 1 could ndt but hear it 
with sorrow and disgust. Under such circumstanced, Would* yoij 
not despise me if I could r^trac( my w-isfeesi for delay ! 
Whether explanation of future conduct may restbre my ardoti^ 
for the. union, for which 1 sighed, I presume not to decide j B* 
present, the objections of my fan^ily are unabate4, and with gtlrf 
of heart, but without surprise, I confess th^y are increased, 
llie situation of my brother is inore distre^ng than ever ;' hfj 
kte violence h^s cjxceedqd belief. I w«ts obliged to cpnfirie 1^ 
for some days to a private mad-j|iousey and, siiioe his libemiioily 



his outrages are ffiu^yj^. It is a calamiiy more disastrouB than 
his death — ^it eiccludiea all present thought ^^inarriage from my 

?iiiiiL That these eWls hfive occurred, I must deeply deplore, 
ii by the precipiiafion of yoiir family, and the measures thev 
have adopted, they inflict wounds on your sister, which I had 
nerer thooght that she should suffer, that grief will be increased, 
and 1 should cheerfully make any reparation that honour coUld 
allow, or honour can require. After this communication, yov 
will, probably, forgive me if I decline an interview, and advise 
time aud circumstances to regulate our future intercourse. ' But 
if they will not listen to prudence and entreaty, I must awkit 
whatever measures their resentment must inflict, and otily Would 
assure you, that, influenced by honourable and Christian feel- 
ings^ I am prepared to submit my conduct to any two Ministers 
in Scotland or England, whofn we can select ; and if they can 
discover in that conduct any portion of blame, J shall desire 
to make the utmost reparation they can direct ; and, requesting 
that any reply with which you favour me may be addressed to 
me, Loughtop, Essex, 

1 remain, deaf Sir, yours respectfully, 
Alexander Flktcher. 
•Leiidon> Aup. 18, 1823. ' ' * 

To A. mk, JEsq* 



lio, 12.^Mr. A. Dick to Mr. Fletcher. 

London, 9th Auf Ust, 1S2S. 
- Sir, — After waiting for six days, I hate at length received 
yonr letter of ye6teraay^B date^ in answer to mine Wbieh 1 sent 
you on Sunday. Vou.were quite aware that the oi)ly amwer 
which could be considered satisfactory was, a communication of 
your resolution to fulfil your solemn engagements to my sister, at 
the period fixed by yourself Your Tetter, however, contains 
only a repetition of your ibrmer excuses, expressed in terms even 
more studiously evasive than before. From its cohtents, and the 
nature of your previous correspondence, I see that it 19 not your 
JBtentior^ to act honourably to my sister, and I, dierefore, con<- 
^er myself and my friends at full liberty to take measures to 
vindicate her rights. I do not see any thing in your letter en- 
titled to farther notice. I leave London on Friday, and I am» &c. 
(Signed) Alexandbr Dick. 
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No. 19.— JIfr. Fletcher to Miss Dick. 

The ReT. A. Fletcher informs Miss E. Dick that, on Wed- 
nesda;]^ last, the SOth, the Secretary of the congregation, an inti- 
mate triend of Mr. Pirie, in answer to questions pat to him by 
Mr. Fletcher, gave Mr. Fletcher to understand that a corres- 
pondence had l^n going forward betwixt some part of Miss 
Pick's family and Mr. Pine ; that a letter should be sent in a day 
or two from Glasgow to Mr. Fletcher, requiring him to say yes 
orno to a certain Question, and that if Mr. Fletcher's answer 
should not be satisfactory, he should be taken both before the 
Civil and Ecclesiastical Courts. Mr. Fletcher leaves candour 
to tell the tendency and design of such commuoications. 

Epping Forest, August 1, 1823. 



No. 20.— ilfr. Fletcher to Miss Dick. 

London, Nov. 18, 1823. 
The Rev. A. Fletcher presents his respects to Miss EUza Dick, 
and informs her, that he nas instructed bis solicitor to request of 
Miss Dick's solicitor that the matter should be submitted to arbi- 
tration. As Mr. F. has reason to apprehend that the proposal 
may not be communicated to Miss D., Mr. F. considers it his 
duty to make it known. Mr. F. has learned that the present pro- 
ceedings are at variance with Miss D.'s wishes. ' An opportuni^ 
is now furnished to Miss D. to testify that these reports are not 
without foundation. Query, Did Miss D. see the letter Mr. F. 
addressed to her brother, in August! An answer is expected by 
return of post, addressed to Albion Chapel, Moorgate. 



No. 21.— Mr. Fletcher to Dr. Dick. 

Rev. Sir, — Information has been given me by different indivi- 
duals, whose authority may be depended upon, that, in the pre- 
sent action^ou only seek the " vindication ol your daughter's cha- 
racter." — ^Whether the action goes forward or not, it is incumbent 
on me, by the highest sanctions, to make' an acknowledgment^ 
which I trust you will think proper to communicate to Miss D. ; 
namely, " that I sincerely and deeply regret the uneasiness, suf- 
fering, and anguish which I have occasioned her, and that there 
are many things in my proceedings blameable, in reference to 
God and herself." Dia you consider this declaration to be 
prompted or extorted by necessity, it could deserve nothing but 
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contempt. It is made from a sense of duty, and it is the frait of 
genuine sincerity. It is, certainW. general 3 but while a legal 
action is pending over my head, 1 am prevented from entering 
more into detail. It is made at .the etejenth hour, — ^l^te, but 
not too late. Your own, your daughter's, and your faihily's ac- 
ceptance of it will^ reflect the bluest honour upon your cha- 
ractei', and prove a striking and encouraging illustration of that 
divine. precept, Luke xvii. 8, 4. *'Take heed to yourselvesi 
if^thy brother tnespaas against ihee, rebuke him, and if he repent, 
forgive him.'' 

I remain your's, respectfully, 

(Signed) Ax^exandbr Flbtchbb. 

Loughton, Essex, Nov;- 9ad| 1823. 
Rev. J. Dick, D.D. 
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DOCUMENTS PRODUCED PbR tHE DEFENCE. 

JCo. l.^Rev* Wm. Fletcher to Rev. Alex. Fletcher. 

{t>ated som'ii Isme In 1812.) 
My dear Soii> — ^Be not trembled otennucb with ill usag& flrom 
friends or ibes^ but endure hardship like a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ. Your modier and father, and all your relatiohs tii^re, 
are of opinion that you should have no more correspondence with 
Miss D. Her proposing to delay the mafriage for three years 
is a manifest token that her love to ynu is very cold. *^ A con- 
tentious wife is a continual dro^ng," and a hell upon earth ! ^ 
" Forgive incivilities from her, or m)in her parents/' " If je 
fofgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father who is 
in heaven forgive you your trespasses." I am, 

Your affectionate Father, 

William Flbtcher. 



No. 2. — Miss Jean Fletcher to Miss Euphemia Fletcher, 

My dear Sister^— I am distressed for the situation of our &mily. 
If I could do any thing to mitigate its present suiTeriDgs^ and to 
prevent future calamities, my life would be devoted to its service. 
I The letter you allude to, was dictated under very uncommon 

circumstances ; I think it would be doinz myself injustice to pub- 
. lish it to the world. You know that when I went to London in 

I 1812, Alexander was to have been married as soon as he could 

I get a house furnished for the lady's reception. My first walk 

I afler my arrival, was to msist him in seeking out a house. We 

! looked at several in the neighbourhood of Homerton and Iftckney , 

. but had not decided upon any. Alexander was, of course, cor- 

responding with Miss D., but in that I was not consulted, nor did 
\ I interfere. 

f The morning on which I wrote that letter^ Alexander was in 

very bad health ; he had been preaching to the Jewish children 

U^ evening before, and did not return home, but slept at the 

I house of a Mr. Ferram; I went to breakfieist with him there. 

I After he had been called to breakfast^ we waited a long time, 

I and as he did not come down, I became very anxious ; Mr. 

I Ferram went to his room, and found him in a faint ^ half dressed, 

and half shaved. He called Mrs. Ferram a»d me, and we used 

I every means for his recovery ; however, the indination to faint 

j continued several honrs! 

When the family left him to my care, I told him het had 

preached too inuch> and if he did not take better care of hinuelf, 

I he might die in one of those faints. He told me it was not prsach- 
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Ifit iilog^liiv tbftt hwA hurt him, Iml a lettel' be had >ck»eited 
^frem Glasgow ; and that onlefts he were off wr on with that 
^iiiify^ his useicilAeto was at an end. He read to me a quota- 
tion from tjie letter he bad received the Friday before, which was 
lo Ihe ioHowiflg effetst : " Miss D. was disappointed at learning 
<he smallness of his iticome, that if poverty earae in after mar- 
.riage, it ooght to be borne 5 but to n^i into it with her ejes open, 
.wasathingishe was resolved not to do; that she was at present 
iQ ^e bosom of an affectionate father's family, in affluence and 
effort, and she meant to consult her own interest, and remain 
-where she was for three years to come," 

I had sat for several hours in bitter suspense, weeping over a 
•brother stretched apparently on a bed of death, in a strange 
house, and hundreds of miles from home, and no doubt the self^ 
kfaness flffid apathy of this letter filled tne with indignatiqh. What 
would I have given to have had him at home! The feelings ex- 
cited at the idea of his being kept three years in suspense, till 
'be^ould become irich enough to purchase the smile of this leaden 
goddess^ was more than 1 was able to conceal. 
" in the mean time he ^ate me an outline of the usage he had 
teceived from the beginim^, which I scrawled down on a coarse 
sheet of paper which was in his room, which was not meant to 
be aeiat witheiit being -copied ; bol whcjn 1 read it orer, and 
found I had neither time nor opportunity for writing it over, I 
sent it as it was, and never repented doing so. 
' I do B«t mean you to print whet I hare written, but it will put 
y(Mi la pesMMipn of feets. 



Tq Mm JfH^lr^^^o^z 



IJfadam,— My brothet has just oow related to me, the treat- 
.itient he ha^ received fVom you. The reason^ of bmng here, which 
needs no explanation' to you, entitles me to the information thus 
'eonfidentially given. 1 was exceedingly surprisec} this morning, 
when my brother told me you have declined coming to London at 
ihe time agreed upon, and have consulted your own interest, and 
have ppt it- ofFfor three years. 

IwiR give you a correct picture of your conduct^ which I ^an 
ijssure you is quite original : FirM, Mt. Alexapder Fletcher 
'^frites to Miss D. wl4^nf^ to open a correspondence with her on 
•a ^lertain subject. - She' answers hfm, 1 have feceived yours, ani 
consulted my parepts ; they leave me to the freedom pf my own 
*m\\ \h\i I decline Corresponding with you. The matter breaks 
'oft Wearly two^ years after this, Mr; P. was preaching in 
•Mr. Thomp9(m^i cljapel, in the Gorbles, Glasgow— was taken ill 
aftftf wer vtee , was taken in a post chaise to Dr. D.*iB house, was 
attended by Mrs. and Miss D. — the correspondence is again re- 
newed— ^narriage is agreed upon. Mr. Flelc^ h settl^ io 



24 APPBNDIX. 

London ; shortly aBer, Miss D. declines hacving^him,* statiiig sh^ 
has^no objections to him, but his relations were not respectable, 
and she could not think of, entering into the connexion on that 
account. The affair is broken off again. 

The following summer, Mr. Fletcher goes^to Scotland to Tisit 
his father's- family, when Zo, and behold, he receives a letter from 
Miss D. addressed to the care of the Rev. William Fletcher, 
Bridge of Teith, father of this disrespectable clan ; this family, 
not fit to be collateral conneiuons to the writer of the letter! pay- 
ing, the family in Glasgow would be happy to see him — he goes 
to Glasgow, the affair is begun again, the time of marriage is ap- 
pointed, his sister goes to London to prepare matters for the lady's 
reception ; by and b;ye, she writes to him again, that his income 
is not what she expected, that she could not think of running into 
poyerty with her ^es open; that if it came on after marriage it 
ought to be sulHnitted to ; but that she was at present in the IxMom 
of an affectionate father's family, in afBuence and comlbrt, and 
she had consulted her own interest, and resolved not to come to 
London for three years. 

I would really like to know what entitles Miss D. of Glasgow 
to airs of this kmd, — treatment which a Countess would not give 
to a clown. Is it her person, her parse, or accomjplishments 1 Is 
this treatment likely to secure the affections oi an equal for three 
years to come ? 

I would ask, wherewithal can he be bound three years to afflict 
him % My own opinion is, that you are as ignorant of these means 
as Delila was with respect to Sampson ; and that you would make 
the same use of them, were they in your power. 

Jean F. , 

Miss D.'s answer was not sent to me, neither did I ever read 
any of her letters. Her answer to Alexander was as follows : 

Sir, — I have just received a letter from a woman calling her- 
self Jean Fletcher. Who is this woman, who is in possession of 
this minute statement of facts ? No doubt some miscreant walking 
the streets of London. Who gave her this minute statement of 
facts I Is it the honourable man whom she calls her brother! If 
she is your sister, thank God she shall never be mine. 

^ E.D, 

I answered as follows : 

Madam, — I am astonished yon can give me a name so abomi- 
nable, for relating what you confess to be a minute statement 
of facts. 

I beg to warn you, that if slander^ the daughter of mdice^ 
should cast her venom on me, I will make her wipe it off with the 
mantle of prudence, with which she attempts to adorn herself. 
<* Nemo me impune lacessit^' Jean Flstchsr* 
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